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PREFACE. 



In publishing the present work, the Author rests 
his hopes of its favourable reception, chiefly upon 
the fact that its subject is comparatively new. 
Although touched upon by other writers in nar- 
ratives of Arctic discovery, and in works of general 
information, the very nature of those pubHcations 
prohibited a lengthened or minute description of 
that EVEET-DAT LITE, whosc deUueation is the chief 
aim of the following pages. 

The illustrative wood-cuts scattered throughout 
the voliune, are from drawings made on the spot 
by the Author. He originally intended giving 
views of eight or ten forts and establishments of 
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the Hudson's Bay CompaDy, but has thought it 
better to reduce the number of these, and substi- 
tute, for the remainder, representations of scenes 
and objects which pages of letterpress would often 
fail in placing correctly before the reader. 
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HUDSON'S BAY. 



Beasbr, — I take for granted that you are tolerably 
well acqnfunted with the different modee of life and tra> 
Telling peculiar to European nations. I also presume that 
yon know something of the inhabitanta of the East ; and, 
it may be, a good deal of the Americans in general. 
Bat I snspect, at least I wonld fain hope, that you have 
only a vague and indefinite knowledge of life in those 
wild, nnciTilised regions of the northern continent of 
America, that snrroand the shores of Hudson's Bay. I 
would fain hope this, I say, that I may have the satis- 
faction of ^ving yon information on the subject, and of 
showing yon that there is a body of ciTiUsod men who 
move, and breathe, (pretty cool air, by the way 1) and 
spend their lives in a quarter of the globe as totally 
different, in most respects, &om the part you inhabit, as 
a beaTOr, roaming among the ponds and marshes of his 
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2 HUDSON'S BAT. 

native home, is from that sagacious animal when con- 
Terted into a fashionable hat. 

About the middle of May eighteen hundred and 
forty-one, I was thrown into a state of ecstatic joy by 
the arnval of a letter appointing me to the enviable 
situation of a])prentice clerk in the aerrice of the Hon- 
ourable Hudson's Bay Company. To describe the im- 
mense extent to which I expanded, both mentally and 
bodily, upon the receipt of this letter, is impossible ; it 
is sufficient to know, that from that moment I fancied 
myself a complete man-of-bufiinesB, and treated my old 
companions with the condescending suavity of one who 
knows that he is talking to his inferiors. 

A few days after, however, my pride was brought 
very low indeed, as I lay tossing about in my berth on 
the tumbling waves of the German Ocean, eschewing 
breakfast as a dangerous meal, and looking upon dinner 
with a species of horror utterly incomprehensible by 
those who have not experienced an attack of sea-sick- 
ne^. Miseries of this description, fortunately, do not 
last long. In a couple of days we got into the compara- 
tively stiU water of the Thames ; and I, with a host of 
pale-faced young ladies, and cadaverous-looking young 
gentlemen, emerged for the first time from the interior 
of the ship, to behold the beauties and wonders of the 
great metropolis, as we glided slowly up the crowded 

Leave-taking ia a disagreeable subject, either to re- 
flect upon or to write about, so we will skip that part of 
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ihe bnsineds and proceed at once to Gravesend, where I 
stood (having parted from all my friends) on the deck of 
the good ship Prince Rupert, contemplating the boats 
and crowds of shipping that passed continually before 
me, and thinking how soon I was to leave the scenes to 
which I had been so long accustomed, for a far distant 
land. I was a boy, however, and this, I think, is equiva- 
lent to saying that I did not sorrow long. My future 

companion and fellow-clerk, Mr W , was pacing the 

deck near me. This turned my thoughts into another 
channel, and set me speculating upon bis probable tem- 
per, qualities, and ^e ; whether or not he was strong 
enough to thrash me, and if we were likely to be good 
friends. The capt^n, too, was chattbg and laughing 
with the doctor, as carelessly as if he had not the great 
responsibihty of taking a huge ship across a boundless 
waste of waters, and through fields and islands of ice, 
to a distant country some three thousand miles to the 
north-west of England. Thus encouraged, my spirits 
began to rise, and, when the cry arose on deck that the 
steamer cont^ning the committee of the Honourable 
Hudson's Bay Company was in sight, I sprang up the 
companion-ladder in a state of mind, if not happy, at 
least as nearly so as, under the circumstances, could be 
expected. 

Upon gaining the deck, I beheld a small steam-boat 
passing close to us, filled with a number of elderly- 
looking gentlemen, who eyed us with a very critical 
expression of countenance. I had a pretty good guess 
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irho these gentlemen were ; but, had I heen entirely 
ignorant, I should soon havo been enlightened b; the 
remark of a siulor, who whispered to his comrade, " I 
say. Bill, them's the great gnns I " 

I suppose the fact of their being so had a sympathetic 
effect upon the guns of the Company's three ships, the 
Piiuce Rupert, Prince Albert, and Prince of Wales, for 
they all three fired a number of blank cartridges at the 
steamer as she passed them in succesdon. The steamer 
then ranged alongade of us, tmd the elderly gentlemen 
came on board and shook hands with the captain and 
officers, smiling blandly as they obserred the neat, trim 
appearance of the three fine vessels, which, with every 
thing in readiness for setting sail on the following morn- 
ing, strained at their cables, as if anxious to commence 
their struggle with the waves. 

It is a custom of the directors of the Hudson's Bay 
Company to give a public dinner to the officers of their 
ships npon the eve of their deparhn* from Qravesend; 
and, ere the gentlemen of the committee left the vessel, 
one of them invited the captmn and officers to attend, 
and, to my astonishment and delight, also begged me to 
honour them with my compwiy. I accepted the invi- 
tation with extreme politeness ; and, from inability to 
express my joy in any other way, winked to my friend 

W , with whom I had become, by this time, pretty 

familiar. He, being also invited, winked in return to 
me ; and, having disposed of this piece of juvenile free* 
masonry to our satisfaction, we as«sted the crew in giving 
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HUDSON'S BAT. 5 

three heart; cheers as the little steamer darted from ub 
and proceeded to the shore. 

The dinner, like all other public dinners, was as good 
and substantial as a lavish expenditure of cash could 
make it ; but really my recoUections of it are TOry 
indiatinct. The ceaseless din of plates, glasses, knives, 
forks, and tongues, was tremendous ; and this, together 
with the novelty of the scene, the heat of the room, and 
excellence of the viands, tended to render me oblivious 
of much that took place. Almost all the fEices present 
were strange to me. Who were, and who were not, the 
gentlemen of the committee, to me was matter of the 
most perfect indifference ; and as no one took the trouble 
to address me in particular, I confined myself to the in- 
teresting occupation of trying to make sense of a con- 
versation held by upwards of fifty pura of lungs, at one 
and the aame time. Nothing inteUigible, however, was 
to be heard, except when a sudden lull in the noise gave 
a bald-headed old gentleman, near the head of the table, 
an opportunity of drinking the health of a red-faced old 
gentieman near the foot, upon whom he bestowed an 
amount of flattery perfectly bewildering ; and, after 
malting the unfortunate red-faced gentleman writhe for 
half an hour in a fever of modesty, sat down amid thun- 
ders of applause. Whether the applause, by the way, 
was intended for the speaker, or the ^leakee, I do not 
know ; but, being quite indifferent, I clapped my hands 
with the rest. The red-faced gentleman, now purple 
with excitement, then rose, and during a solemn silence. 
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delirered himself of a speech, to the effect, that the da^ 
then passing was certainly the happiest in his mortal 
career, and that he felt qiiite fmnt with the mighty load 
of honour just thrown upon his delighted shoidders by 
hia bald-headed friend. The red-faced gentleman then 
sat down to Uie national air of Rat-tat-tat, played in 
full chorus, with knives, forks, spoons, nutcrackers, and 
knuckles, on the polished surface of the mahogany 
table. 

We left the dinner-table at a late hour, and after I, in 
company with some other youngsters, had done as much 
mischief as we conveniently could without risking our 
detention by the strong arm of the law, we went down 
to the beach and embarked in a boat with the captmn, 
for the ship. How the sailors ever found her in the 
darkness is a mystery to me to this day. Find her, how- 
ever, they did, and in half an hour I was in the land of 
Nod. 

The sun was high in the heavens next morning when 
I awoke, and gazed around for a few moments to dis- 
cover where I was ; but the rattling of ropes and blocks, 
stamping of feet over-head, and above all, a cert^ 
strauge and disagreeable motion in my dormitory, soon 
enlightened me on that point. We were going rapidly 
down the Thames, vrith a fair breeze, uid had actuaUy 
set sail for the distant shores of Hudson's Bay. What 
took place during the next five or six days, I know not, 
for the demon of sea-sickness ^aJn completely prostrated 
mj faculties, bodily and mental. Some faint recoUections 
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I have of stormy weather, horrible noisea, and harried 
diuners ; but the greater part of the time is a miserable 
blank in my memory. Towards the sixth day, howerer, 
the savoury flavour of a splendid salmon-trout floated 
past my dried-up nostrils, like " Afric's spioy gide," and 
caused my coUapsed stomach to yearn with strong emo- 
tion. The ship, too, was going more quietly through 
the water, and a broad stream of sunshine shot through 
tlie small window of my berth into my breast, and 
through Uiat into my heart, filling it with a cahn but 
melancholy pleasure, quite indesczibable. Sounds, how- 
ever, of an attack upon the trout roused me, and with a 
mighty effort I tumbled out of bed, donned my clothes, 
and seated myself, for the first time, at the table. 

Our party was composed of the captun, Mr C , a 

chief factor in the Company's service, the doctor, two ap- 
prentice clerks, the first and second mates, and myself ; 
aD excellent fellows in their way. Soon after this, we 
anchored in the quiet little harbour of Storooway. The 
bay is surrounded by high hills, except at the entrance, 
where a passage, not more, I should think, than three 
hundred yards wide, admits vessels of any tonnage into 
its sheltering bosom. Stomoway, a pretty modest-look- 
ing Tillage, apparently pleased with its lot, and con- 
tented to be far away &om the busy and bustling world, 
lies snugly at the bottom of the bay. Here we rem^ed 
upwards of a week, engaging men for the wild Nor'- 
west, and cultivating the acquaintance of the villagers, 
who were extremely kind and hospitable. Occasionally, 
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I amuBed myself vitb fi^ng excnraoiiB to the middle of 
the bay in small boats, in which excmwons I was nsiully 
accompanied by two or three very ragged little boys 
from the Tillflge. Our sport was generally good, and 
rendered extremely interesting by our uncertainty as to 
which of the monsters of the deep would first attack our 
hooks. Rock-codlings and flounders appeared the most- 
ToraciouB, and occasionally a skate or long-legged crab 
came etmggling to the surface. 

Just before leaving this peaceful little spot, our cap- 
tun gare a grand ball on board, to which were invited 
the elU^ of Stomoway. Great preparations were made 
for the occamon. The quarter-deck was well washed 
and scrubbed ; an awning was spread over it, which 
formed a capital ceiling ; and representatJTee of almost 
every flag that waves, formed the walls of the large and 
airy apartment. Oil lamps, placed upon the sky-hghts, 
companion, and capstan, shed a mellow light upon the 
scene, the romantic effect of which was greatly height- 
ened by a few flickering rays of the moon, which shot 
through various openings in the drapery, and disported 
playfully upon the deck. At an early and very un- 
fashionable hour on the evening of the appointed night, 
the guests arrived in detachments; and, while the gentle- 
men scrambled up the side of the vessel, the Udies, amid 
a good deal of blushing and heatation, were hoisted on 
board in a chair. Tea was served on deck ; and, after 
half an hour's laughing and chatting, during which time 
our vidin-player was endeavouring to cou: his first 
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Btring to the proper pitch without tweaking, the ball 
opened with a Scotch reel. 

Great was the fiin, numerous were the iBdioroos iod- 
denta, thai happened during that mirthful night ; and loud 
were the noise and merriment of the dancers as they went 
with vigorous energy through the bewildering evolatioiis 
of oountry-dance and reeL Inuneuse was the delist c^ 
the company when the fmuueet old gentleman there 
Tohinteered a song; and ecetatic the mirth, when he 
followed it up by a speech upon every subject that an 
ordinary mind could pOBfflbly embrace in a quarter of an 
hour. Bat who can describe the scene that ensaed, when 
sapper was reported ready in the cabin t Such pushing, 
squeezing, laughing, shrieking, and joking, in the viun 
attempt made to get upwards of thirty people crammed 
into a room of twelve feet by ten 1 Such droll, and 
sometiffle« catting remarks as were made when they were 
at last requested to sup in detachments ! AH this, 
however, was nothing to the fiin that ensned after 
supper, when the fiddler became more energetic, and the 
dancers more vigorous and active. But it is useless 
trying to describe the merry scene, and I blush to think 
I have had the audacity to attempt it. The first gray 
streaks of morning glinunered in the east ere the joyous 
party tumbled down the sides and departed to their 
homes. 

There is a sweet, yet melancholy pleasure, when far 
away from friends and home, in thinking over happy 
days gone by, and dwelling on the merry scenes and 
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pleasures that have passed, perhaps for ever. So I 
thought and felt, as I recalled to mind the fun and frolic 
of the Stomoway baU, the grayer mirth of the Graveo- 
end dinner, and the peaceful time when I lived in sweet 

P , surrounded hy the gentle inmates of my happy 

home. We had now left the shores of Scotland, and 
were ploughing through the heaving waves of the wide 
Atlantic ; and, when I turned my straining eyes towards 
the fwnt blue line of the lessening hills, " a tear unbidden 
trembled," as the thought arose that I looked, perhaps, 
for the last time, upon my dear native land. 

The sea haa been an inexhaustible subject for the -pens 
of most classes of writers. The poet, the traveller, and 
the novehst, have each devoted a portion of their time and 
talents to the mighty ocean ; but alas I that part of it 
which it has fallen to my lot to describe, b very different 
from those about which poets have sung with rapture. 
Here, none of the many wonders of Ute tropical latitudes 
beguile the tedium of the voy^e ; no glittering dolphins 
force the winged inhabitants of the deep to seek shelt^ 
on the vessel's deck; no ravenous sharks follow in our 
wake to eat us if we chance to fall overboard, or amnse 
ns by Bw^owing our buted hook; no passing veBsel 
cheers the passenger with the knowledge that there are 
others besides himself roaming over the interminable 
waste of waters. All was dreary and monotonous ; the 
same unvarying expanse of sky and water met our gaze 
each morning as we ascended to the deck to walk for half 
an hour before break&st ; except when the tops^s of oar 
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accompanying Tcssels fluttered for a moment on the dis- 
tant horizon. Occasionally we approached closer to each 
other, and once or twice hailed with the trumpet ; but 
these breaks in the gloom of our existence were few and 
far between. 

Towards the end of July we approached Hudson's 
Struts, having seen nothing on the way worth mention- 
ing, except one whale, which passed close under the stem 
of the ship. This was a great novelty to me, being the 
first whale I bad Been, and it gave me something to talk 
of and think about for the next four days. 

The ships now began to close in, as we neared the 
entrance of the straits, and we had the pleasure of sailing 
in company for a few days. The shores of the straits 
became visible occasionally, and soon we passed, with 
perfect confidence and security, among those narrow 
channels and mountiuns of ice Uiat damped the ardour 
and retarded the progress of Hudson, Button, Gibbons, 
and other navigators, in days of yore. 

One day, during a dead calm, our ship and the Prince 
of Wales lay close to each other, rolling in the swell of 
the glassy ocean ; and, there seeming no prospect of a 
breeze, the captain ordered his gig to be launched, and 

invited the doctor, Mr C , and myself, to go on hoard 

the Prince of W^es with him. We accepted his offer 

joyfully, and were soon alongside. Old Capt^ R , 

a veteran in the Company's service, received us kindly, 
and prevailed on our captain to stay tea. The passengers 
on board were Mr F , a chief fiictor, (the highest rank 
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att^nable in the service,) who had been home on leave of 
absence and was returning to end his days, perhaps, in 

the north-weet ; and Mr John M , a young apprentice 

clerk, going, like myself, to try his fortune in Hadsoa's 
Bay. He was a fine, candid young fellow, fiill of fun and 
frolic, with a kind, engaging disporation, and I formed a 
great friendship for him the moment I saw him, which 
•was destined to ripen into a lasting one many years after, 
little did I think, when I parted from him that evening, 
that we should erer meet agfdn ; yet so it was. About 
MX years from the time I bade him (arewell in Hudson's 
Straits, I again grasped his hand on the shores of the 
mighty St Lawrence, and rrattewed that friendship which 
afforded me the greatest pleasure I eiyoyed in the country, 
and which, I trust, neither time nor distance will ever 
lessen. 

We spent the evening delightfully, the more so tihat we 
were not likely to have such an opportunity again, as the 
Prince of Wales would shortly part company from us, and 
direct her course to Moose factory, in James's Bay, while 
we should proceed across Hudson's Bay to York factory. 
We left the ship just as a few cat's-paws on the surface 
of the water gave indications of a coming breeze. 

Ice now begfui to surround us in aU directions, and 
soon after this I saw, for the first time, that monst«r of 
the Polar Seas, an iceberg. We passed quite close, and 
had a fine opportunity of observing it. Though not so 
large as they are frequently seen, it was beautifully and 
fantastically formed. High peaks rose from it on rarioas 
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places, and down its sides streams of water and miniature 
cataracts flowed ia torrents. The whole mass was of a 
greenish-white colour, and its lofty pinnacles sparkled 
in the moonbeams as it floated past, bending majesticaUj 
in the swell of the ocean. About this time, too, we met 
numerous fields and floes of ice, to get through which, 
we often experienced considerable difficulty. 



My favourite amusement, as we thuB threaded oar 
way through the ice, was to ascend to the royal-yard, 
and there, whilst gazing on these most romantic scenes, 
to co^tate on the wonders of creation. 

It is impossible bo convey a correct idea of the beauty, 
the magoiflcence, of some of the scenes through which 
we passed. Thousands of the most grotesque, fanciful, 
and beautiful icebergs and icefields, surrounded us on all 
sides, intersected by numerous serpentine canals, which 
glittered in the sun, (for the weather was fine all the time 



Dig,: .=^:i by Google 



14 HtTDSON'S BAT. 

we were in the strsuta,) like threads of mlver, twining 
round ruined palaces of crystaL The masses assumed 
every variety of form and size, and many of them bore 
such a striking resemblance to cathedrals, churches, 
columns, arches, and spires, that I could almost fancy 
we had been transported to one of the floating cities of 
F^y-Iand. The rapid motion, too, of our ship, in what 
appeared a dead calm, added much to the magical effect 
of the scene. & light but steady breeze urged her along, 
with considerable velocity, through a maze of ponds and 
canals, which, from the immense quantity of ice that 
surrounded them, were calm and imrufiled as the surface 
of a mill-pond. 

N^ot a sound disturbed the delightful stillness of nature, 
save the gentle rippling of the vessel's bow as she sped 
on her way, or the occasional puffing of a lazy whale, 
awakened from a nap by our unceremonious intrusion on 
his domains. Now and then, however, my royeries were 
disagreeably interrupted by the ship coming into sudden 
contact with huge lumps of ice. This happened occasion- 
ally when we arrived at the termination of one of those 
natural canals through which we passed, and found it 
necessary to force our way into the next. These con- 
cussions were sometimes very severe, and even made the 
ship's bell ring ; but we heeded this little, as the vessel 
was provided with huge blocks of timber on her bows, 
called ice-pieces, and was besides built expressly for 
sailing in the northern seas. It only became annoying 
at meal-times, when a spoonful of soup would sometimes 
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make a little private excursion of its own, over the 
shoulder of the owner instead of into bis mouth. 

As we proceeded, the ice became more cloBcly packed, 
and at last compelled us to bore through it. The ship, 
howeTer, was never altogether detEuaed, though much 
retarded. I recollect, while thus surrounded, filling a 
bucket with water from a pool on the ice, to see whether 
it was fresh or not, as I bad been rather Bceptical upon 
this point. It was exceUent, and might almost compete 
with the water from the &mous spring of Crawley I In 
a few days we got out of the ice altogether, and in this, 
as the ships are frequently detained for weeks in the 
straits, we considered ourselves very fortunate. 

I experienced at this time a severe disappointment in 
the non-appearance of the Esquimaux upon the coast. 
The captain said they would be sure to come off to us, as 
they bad always been in the habit of doing, for the 
purpose of exchanging ivory and oil, for sawsy files, 
needles, &c., a large chest full of which is put on board 
annually for this purpose. The ivory usually procured 
from them is walrus tueks. These are not very large, 
and are of inferior quality. 

As we approached the shores of the struts we short- 
ened s^l and fired three or four guns, but no noisy 
"ch^no" floated across the water io answer to our salute ; 
still we lingered for a while, but, as there was no sign of 
the natives on shore, the capt^n concluded they had 
gone off to the interior, and he steered out to sea again. 
I was very much disappointed at this, as it was wholly 
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unexpected, and I had promiBed myself much pleasure in 
trading vitli them, for irhich purpose all the buttODS of 
my old waistcoats had been amputated. It was useless, 
however, to repine, so I contented myself with the hope 
that they wonld yet visit ns in some other part of the 
straits. We afterwards learned that our guns had at- 
tracted them to the coast in time to board the Prince 
Albert, (which was out of EUght astern,) though too lat« 
for us. 

Our passage across Hudson's Bay was stormy, but no 
one on board cared for this, having become quite accus- 
tomed to it For my part, I had become quit« a sailor, 
and could ascend and descend easily to the truck, with- 
out creeping through the bibber's hole, I shaJl not for- 
get the first time I attempted this: our youngest ap- 
prentice had challenged me to try it, bo up we went 
together — ^he on the fore, and I on Uie main mast The 
tops were gained easily, and we even made two or three 
st^B up the top-mast shrouds with affected indifference ; 
bat, alosl our courage was failing, at least mine was, 
very fast. However, we gained the cross-trees pretty 
well, and then sat down for a little to recover breath. 
The top-gallant-mast still reared its taper form high 
above me, and the worst was yet to come. The top-gal- 
limt shrouds had no rattlins on them, so I was obHged to 
akin up ; and, as I worked myself up the two small ropes, 
the tenadty with which I grasped them was fearful. At 
last I reached the top, and with my feet on the small 
collar that fastens the ropes to the mast, and my arms 
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drcling the mast itself — ^for nothing bnt a bare pole, and 
the signal halyards, now rose above me — I glanced up- 
wards. After talking a long breath, and screwing up my 
couri^e, I slowly shumed up the slender pole, and, stand- 
iDg on the royal-yard, lud my hand upon the truck. 
After a while I got accustomed to it, and thought nothing 
of taking an airing on the royal-yard after breakfast. 

About the 5th or 6th of August, the captain s^d we 
must be near the land. The deep-sea lead was rigged 
and a sharp look-out kept, but no land appeared. At 
last one fine day, while at the mast-head, I saw some- 
thing like land on the horizon, and told them so on 
deck. They saw it too, but gave me no answer. Soon 
a hurried order to dowse top-gaJIant-saiis and reef top- 
sails made me slide down rather hastily from my ele- 
vated position. I had scarcely guned the deck, when a 
squall, the severest we had yet encountered, struck the 
ship and hud her almost on her beam-ends, and the sea, 
which had been nearly calm, foamed and hissed like a 
seething cauldron, and became white aa snow. This, I 
found, was what sailors call a white gquall. It was as 
short as severe, and great was my joy when the ship 
regiuned her natural position in the water. Next day 
we saw land in earnest, and in the afternoon anchored 
in " Five Fathom Hole," after passing in safety a sand- 
bar which renders the entrance into this ■ roadstead 
rather difficult. 

Here, then, for the first time, 1 beheld the shores oi 
Hudson's Bay ; and truly their appearance was any 
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thing but prepossescdng. Thongb only at the distance 
of two miles, so low and flat was the land that it ap- 
peared ten miles off, and scarcely a tree was to be seen. 
We Gould just see the tops of one or two houses in York 
bctoTj, whidi was seTen miles up the river from where 
we lay. In a short time, the sails of a small schooner 
came in sight, and in half an hour more the France^ 
(named after the lady of the governor. Sir George 
Simpson,) was bobbing alongside. 

Mr P , the skipper, came on board, and ihere 

coimnenced between him and the capt^ a sharp fire of 
questions and answers, in the midst of which I left them 
and went on deck. Here the &ce of things had changed. 
The batches were off and goods scattered about in all 
directions ; another small schooner had arrived, and the 
process of discharging the vessel was going rapidly for- 
ward. A boat was dispatched to the factory with the 
packet-box and letter-bag, and soon after the Frances 
stood in for the shore. 

The Prince Albert had arrived almost at the same 
moment with us, and was now visited by the second 
schooner, which soon returned to our own ship to take 
the passengers on shore. Those of our consort, Messrs 

G and R , with the wife of the former, were 

already on board. These gentlemen were missionaries 
bound for Red River Colony, and as I had some pro- 
spect of going there myself, I was dehghted to have the 
probable chance of travelling with such agreeable com- 
panions, 
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Mr C , Mr W , and myself, now bade adku to 

the Prince Rupert, which had been our home for such a 
length of time, (but I must say I did not regret the 
parting,) and followed our baggage on board the 
schooner, expecting to reach the factory before duBk. 
But, alas I " there's many a slip 'twixt the cup and the 
lip," and we had not been long under w^gh before the 
ebb tide began to run so strong againet-uB as to preclude 
the pos^bility of our reaching the shore that night. 
There was no help for it, however ; bo down went ^e 
anchor to the bottom, and down went I to the cabin. 
Sach a cabin I A good-sized trunk, with a small table in 
it, and the lid shut down, had about as much right to the 
name. It was awfully small ; even / could not stand 
upright in it, though at the time I bad only attained to 
the altitude of four feet eleven inches ; yet here we were 
destined to pass the night ; and a wretched night we did 
pass I We got over the first part tolerably, but as it 
grew late, our eyes grew heavy ; we yawned, iidgeted, 
and made Buperhuman efforts to keep awake and seem 
happy ; but it would not do. There were only two 
berths in the cabin; and, as so many gentlemen were 

present, Mrs G would not get into either of them, 

bnt declared she would sit up all night The gentlemen, 
on the other hand, could not be so ungallant as to go to 
sleep while the only lady present sat up. The case was 
desperate, and so I went off to the hold, intending to lie 
down on a bale if I could find one. In my search, I 
tumbled on Mr W , who had anticipated me, and 
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found a cooTenient pUce irhereon to lie. My search, 
however, was less successful ; not a corner big enough 
for a cat to sleep in was to he found, so I was ohiiged to 
return to the cabin, where I found the unhappy inmates 
winking and blinking at each other like owls in the sun- 
shine. 

These good folks, compassionating, T fancy, the sleepy 
" youngster," urged me to get into one of the berths ; 
but, feeling my dignity as a new-made man-of-buBiness 
considerably compromised by their friendly advice, I 
would not think of so ungallant an action, and determined 
manfully to sit it out with the rest. Nod went my head, 
bang agEunst the wall, wakening them all up suddenly ; 
and then, after snuling faintly at the accident, I made 
another attempt at sleep ag^n. Flesh and blood could 
not stand this : I would have lain down on the floor, but, 
alas ! it was too small. At last I began to reason thus 
with myself: " Here arc two capital Beds, with nobody 
in them ; it is the height of folly to leave them empty : 

but then, what a selfish-looking thing to leave Mrs Q 

sitting up! After all, she won't go to bed. Oh dear ! 
what M to be done?" (Bang goes the head again.) 
" You'd better turn in," says Mr G . Again I pro- 
test thai I cannot think of it ; but my eyes won't keep 
open to look him in the face. At last my scruples, I blush 
to say it, were overcome, and I allowed myself to be half 

forced into the berth, while Mr R , taking advant^e 

of the confusion thus occasioned, vanished into the other 
like a harlequin. Poor Mr and Mrs G laid thei^ 
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innocent heads Hide Isy side upon ihe table, and snored in 
concert, 

How long I slept I know not ; but, long before day, a 
b>emendous thnmping awoke me, and after I had col- 
lected myself enough to understand it, I found that the 
schooner was grounding. " Oh 1 " thought I, and, being 
utterly incapable of thinking or saying more, I fell back 
on the pillow again sound aslepp, and did not awake till 
long after day-break. 

The morning was beautiful ; but we were still aground, 
and from what the skipper said, there appeared to be 
no prospect of getting ashore till the afternoon. Onr 
padence, however, was not tried so loi^ ; for, early in 
the day, a boat came off from the &ctory to take us 
ashore, but the missionaries preferred remaining in the 

schooner. Mr C , young W , and I, gladly 

availed oorselves of the opportunity, and were soon sail- 
ing with a fiur breeze up Hayes River. "We approached 
to within a few yards of the shore ; and I formed, at 
first sight, a very poor opinion of the country which, 
two years later, I was destined to traverse full many a 
weary hour in search of the feathered inhabitants of the 
marshes. 

The point of marsh, which waa the first land we made 
wsa quite low, only a few feet above the sea, and studded 
here and there with thick willows, but not a single tree. 
Long lank grass covered it in every place, and afforded 
ducks and geese shelter in the spring and autumn. In 
the centre of it, the ship-beacon, a tall ung^nly-looking 
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pile, roBo upwards like a monster in the vater : alto- 
gether, a more desolate prospect could not well be 
imagined. 

The b^iks of Hayes Rirer are formed of clay, and 
they improved a little in height ajid verdure as we 
ascended ; but still, wherever the eye turned, the same 
universal flatness met the gaze. The river was here 
about two miles wide, and filled with shallows and sand- 
banks, which render the navigation difficult for vessels 
of above fifty tons. 

As we proceeded, a small bark canoe, with an Indian 
and his wife in it, glided swiftly past us, and this was 
the first Indian, and the first of these slender craft, I had 
seen. Afterwards, I became more intimately acquunted 
with them than was altogether agreeable. 




In a short time we reached the wooden wharf, which 
had rather an imposiDg look, and projected a long way 
into the water ; but our boat passed this and made for a 
small slip, on which two or three gentlemen waited to 
reo^ve us. My voyage was ended. The boat's keel 
grated harshly on the gravel, and the next moment my 
feet once more pressed terra firma. I stood at last on 
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the dawes of ihe New World, a Btranger in a strange 
land. 

I do not intend to gire a minute description of Tort 
&ctory here, as a fbU account of it will bo found in a 
succeeding chapter. I shall, therefore, confine myself to 
a slight sketch of the establishment, and my proceedings 
there, during a stay of about three weeks. 

York factory is the principal dep&t of the Northern 
deparbnent, from whence all the supphes for the trade 
are issued, and where all the returns of the department 
are collected and shipped for England. As may be sup- 
posed, dien, die establishment is a large one. There are 
always between thirty and forty men readout at the post, 
rammer and winter ; generally four or fire clerks, a post- 
master, and a skipper for the small Bchooners ; and the 
whole is under the direction and superintendence of a 
chief iactor, or chief trader. 

As the winter is very long, nearly eight mimtbs, and 
the sommer coasequently very short, all the transport of 
goods to, uid returns from, the interior, must necessarily 
be effected as quickly as possible. The consequence is, 
that great numbers of men and boats are constantly 
arnving from inland, and departing again during the 
summer ; and, as each brigade ie commanded by a chief 
factor, trader, or derk, there is a constant succeseuon of 
new faces, which, after a long and dreary winter, daring 
which the inhabitants never see any stranger, renders the 
summer months at York Cfictory the most agreeable part 
of the year. The arrival of the ship from England, too, 
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deligKte them witlt lettera from horns, which can only b« 
receiTcd twice a-year. 

The fort (as all eatabUshments in the Indian country, 
whether small or great, are called) is a Urge square, I 
should think about six or seven acres, inclosed within 
high stockades, and built on the banks of Hayes RiTCr, 
nearly five miles from its mouth. The houses are all of 
wood, and of course have no pretenaon to architectural 
beauty ; but their clean white appearance, and regu- 
larity, have a very pleasing effect on the eye. Before 
the front gate stand four large brass field-pieces ; but 
these warlike instruments are only used for the purpose 
of saluting the ship with blank cartridge, on her arrival 
and departure, the decayed state of the carnages render- 
ing it dangerous to load the guns with a full charge. 

The country, as I sfud before, is Sat and swampy, and 
the only objects that rise very prominency above the 
rest, and catch the wandering eye, are a lofty " out- 
look" of wood, punted black, from which to look out for 
the arrival of the ship ; and a flag-staff, from which on 
Sundays the snowy folds of St George's flag flutter in 
the breeze. 

Such was York factory in 1&41, and as this descrip- 
tion is BufGctent to ^ve a general idea of the place, I shall 
conclude it, and proceed with my narrative. 

Mr H , the chief factor then in charge, received 

us very kindly, and introduced us to some of the gentle- 
men standing beside him on the wharf. Mr C , 

being also a chief factor, was then taken by him to the 
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commiaBioned gentlemen's bouse, while youog W 

and I, being apprentice clerks, were shown the young 
gentlemen's bouse, — or aa tbe young gentlemen them- 
selves call it, Bachelors' Hall, — and were told to make 
ow-selTes at borne. To Bachelors' Hall, then, we pro- 
ceeded, and introduced ourselves. The persons as- 
sembled there were the acconntant, some clerks, the 
postmaster, and one or two others. Some of them were 
smokiiig, and some talking, and a pretty considerable 
noise tbey made too. Baobelors' H^l, indeed, was 
worthy of its name, being a pbioe that would have 
killed any woman, so full was it of smoke, noise, and 



After having made ourselves acquiunted with every 
body, I thought it time to present my letter of intro- 
duction to Mrs H , who received me very kindly. I 

was much indebted to this lady for supplying me with 
several pairs of moccasins for my further voyage, with- 
out which I should have been badly off indeed ; and bad 
it not been for her kindness, I should, in all probability, 
have been allowed to depart very ill provided for the 
journey to Red River, for which I was desired to hold 

myself in readiness. Young W , on the other hand, 

learned that he was to remain at York factory that 
winter, and was placed in the office the day after our 
arrival, when be commenced work for the first time. 
We had a long and sage conversation upon the subject 
tbe same evening, and I well remember congratulating 
him, with an extremely grave face, upon his having now 
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b^un to do for Mmaelf, Foot fellow, his Bnl»eqiieat 
traTels in the country were long and perilous. 

As I have now landed tiie reader in a new country, it 
may be well, before deBcribing my voyage to Bed RItw, 
to make him acquainted with the peculiarities of die ser- 
vice, and the people with whom he will, in imagination, 
haro to associate. 
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In the year 1669, a company was formed in London, 
under the du'ection of Prince Rupert, for the purpose of 
prosecuting the fiir trade in tihe regions surrounding 
Hudson's Bay. This company obtained a charter &om 
Charles II., grautiDg to them and their snccessors, under 
the name of 'i the GoTemor and Conq)any of Adren- 
turers trading into Hudson's Bay," the sole right of 
trading in all the coontry watered by rivers flowmg into 
Hudson's Bay. The charter abo authorised them to 
build and fit out men-of-war, eatablisb forts, prevent any 
other company from carrying on trade with the natires 
in their territories, raid required that they should do all 
in their power to promote discovery. 

Armed with these powers, then, the Hudson's Bay 
Company established a fort near the bead of James's 
Bay. Soon afterwards, several others were built in dif- 
ferent parts of the country ; and, before long, the Com- 
pany spread and grew wealthy, and extended their trade 
far beyond the chartered limits. 
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With the intemal economy of the Company tmder the 
superintendence of Prince Rupert, however, I am not 
acquainted ; but as it vill be necessary to the I'eader's 
forming a correct idea of the peculiarities of the country 
and service, that he should know something of ita cha- 
racter under the direction of the present active governor, 
I shall give a brief outline of its arrangements. 

Reader, you will materially assist me in my descrip- 
tion, if you wiU endeavonr to draw the following land- 
scape on the retina of your mind's eye. 

Imagine an immense extent of country, many hundred 
miles broad, and many hundred miles long, covered with 
dense forests, expanded lakes, broad rivers, and mighty 
mountains ; and all in a state of primeval simplicity — 
undefoced by the axe of civilised man, and untenanted 
by aught save a few roving hordes of Red Indians, and 
myriads of wild animals. . Imagine, amid this wilderness, 
a number of small squares, each inclosing half-a-dozen 
wooden bouses and about a dozen men, and, between 
each of these establishments, a space of forest varying 
from fifty to three hundred miles in length, and you will 
have a pretty correct idea of the Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany's territories, and of the number of, and distance 
between, their forts. The idea, however, may be still 
more correctiy obtained, by imagining populous Great 
Britain converted into a wilderness and planted in the 
middle of Rupert's Land ; the Company, in tiiat case, 
would build three forts in it, one at the Land's-end, cme 
in Wales, and one in the Highlands ; so that in Britun 
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there would be but three hamlets, with a population of 
some thirty men, haJf-a-dozen women, and a few childreDl 
The Company's posts extend, with these intervals between, 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean, and from within 
the Arctic Circle to the northern boundaries of the United 
States. 

Thronghout this immense country there are probably 
not more ladies than would suffice to form half-a-dozen 
quadrilles ; and these, poor banished creatures 1 are 
ehiefly the wives of the principai gentlemen connected 
with the fur trade. The rest of the female population 
eonsist chiefly of half-breeds and Indians ; the latter 
entirely devoid of education, and the former as much 
enlightened as can be expected from those whose life 
is spent in such a country. Even these are not very 
numerous, and yet, without them, the men would be in 
a sad condition, for they are the only tailors and washer- 
women in the country, and make all tlie mittens, mocca- 
sins, fur caps, deer-akin coats, &c. Sec, worn in the land. 

There are one or two favoured spots, however, into 
which a mis^onary or two have penetrated ; and in Red 
lUver settlement, the only colony in the Company's ter- 
ritories, there are several churches and clergymen, both 
Protestant and Roman Catholic. 

The country is divided into four large departments. 
The Northern department, which includes all the eatab- 
hshments in the &r north and frozen regions; the 
Southern department, including those to the south and 
east of this, the posts at the head of James's Bay and 
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along t^e ahores of Lake Superior; the Montre^ de- 
partment, inclnding the conntry in the neighbourhood of 
Montreal, up the Ottawa lUver, and along the north 
shore of tihe Gulf of 9t Lawrence and Esquimaux Bay ; 
and the Columbia department, which comprehends an 
immense extent of country to the west of the Rocky 
Mountains, including the Oregon territory, which, al- 
though the Hudson's Bay Company still trade in it, now 
belongs, as every one is aware, to the Americans. 

These departments are divided into a number of dis- 
tricts, each under the direction of an inflaential officer, 
and these t^aiu are subdivided into numerous establish- 
ments, forts, posts, and outposts. 

The name of fort, as already remarked, is given to 
nearly all the posts in the country, but some of them 
certainly do not merit the name ; indeed, few of them do. 
The only two in the country that are real, bon&fide forts, 
are Fort Garry and the Stone fort in the colony of Eed 
River, which are surrounded by stone walls with bastions 
at the corners. The others are merely defended by 
wooden pickets or stockades; and a few, where the IndianB 
are quiet and harmless, are entirely destitute of defence 
of any kind. Some of the chief posts have a complement 
of about thirty or forty men ; but most of them have 
only ten, five, four, and even two, besides the gentleman 
in charge. As, in most instances, these posts are planted 
in a wilderness &r from men, and the inhabitants have 
only the society of each other, some idea may be formed 
of the sohtary life led by many of the Company's servants. 
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The following is a list of the forts in the four different 
departments, as correctly ^ven as possible ; but, owing 
to the great number in the country, the constant aban- 
doning of old, and establishing of new forts, it is difficult 
to get at a perfectly correct knowledge of their number 
and names : — 



Oxford House. 
Trout Lake HooM. 
Norwaj House. 
Nelson River Hooae. 
Berans River HooM. 
Red River Colon;, 
Fort Gairy. 

Stone Fort. 
Mamtoba House. 
Fort Pellj. 
CmaberlBnd House, 
Carlton Hoose. 
Fort Pitt. 
Edmonton. 



Rock; MonntuQ Home. 
Fi«t Assiiuboine. 
Jasper's House. 
Henrj'a Hoom. 
Fort CMpewjan. 
Fort VenmlMm. 
Fort Ihmvegaii. 
Fort Simpson. 
Fort Norman. 
Fort Good Hc^e. 
FortHalkett. 
Fort Resolution. 
PeeFs River. 
Fort Alexander. 
Rat Portage House. 
Fort Frances. 
Isle & la Ooase. 
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Moose Factor; (iha depSt.) 
Rupert's Hoose. 
Fort Oetwge. 

AJban;.. 
Lac Seal. 



Suckatoosh. 
New Brunswick. 
AbitibU 



Grand Lac. 
Trout Lake. 
Matarvs. 
Canadcomica. 
Lacloche, 

Sault de Ste Maria- 
Fort William. 
Pic House. 
I£chipicoton. 
BacMwino. 
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Nepgoo- 


TeiMgamy. 






Green Uke. 




PikeUke. 


MLrii-eue. 




MowtiimAi DtpiKTuEns. 




LacUne (the dep6t.) 


Qoodbom. 




Riyitre du Moine. 


Trinity HiTBT. 




Lac des AUumettea. 


Seyen laUndt. 




Fort Coulonge. 


Mingan. 




RiTi£re Desert. 


Nabiaippi. 




Uo des Sablei. 






Lake of Two Mountmins. 


Husq»MT«. 






Fort Nascopie. 






Himewui Lake. 




Rat Hirer. 


Sudjihuik.. 






GDUIslanda. 




Chicontmne. 


NoHJiwest lUver. 




Lake St John's. 


Rigolet 




Tadousac. 


EibokBk. 




Ide J^r&me. 


EyelicL 




PortNenf. 
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Fort VaaoouTer (the depot.) 


Flat-head PobL 




Fort George. 


Mbqpally. 




NesPerc6. 






Ockan4«wi. 


Fort ChilcotiiL 




Cdvile. 


Fort James. 




FortHJL 


Fort Flm Cm. 




Thompson's Krer. 


BatdneLake. 




Fort Luigle;. 


And an agencj in 


the Sand- 


Cootames. 


wichlshinda. 





There are seyen different grades in the flervice. First, 
the labourer, vho is ready to turn bis band to any thing; 
to become a trapper, fisherman, or rough carpenter, at 
the shortest notice. He is generally employed in cutting 
firewood for the consumptioa of the establishment at 
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which he is statioaed, shoveUing snow from before the 
doors, mending aH sorts of damages to al] sorts of things ; 
and, dnring the summer months, in transporting furs 
and goods between his post and the nearest depdt. N'ext 
in rank is the interpreter. He is, for the most part, an 
intelligent labourer, of pretty long standing in the ser- 
vice, who, having picked up a smattering of Indian, is 
consequently very useful in tntding with the naUves: 
After the interpreter comes the postmaster, usually a 
promoted labourer, who, for good behaviour or valuable 
services, has been put upon a footing with the gentlemen 
of the service, iu the same manner that a private soldier 
in the army is sometimes rfused to Uie rank of a com- 
missioned officer. At whatever statioii a postmaster may 
happen to be placed, he is generally the most tiseM and 
active man there. He is often placed in charge of one 
of the many small stations, or outposts, throughout the 
country. Next are the apprentice clerks — raw lads, who 
come out fresh from school, with their mouths agape at 
the wonders they behold in Hudson's Bay. They gene- 
rally, foi: the purpose of appearing manly, acquire all 
the bad habits of the country as quickly as possible, and 
are stuffed fiill of what they call fun, with a strong spice 
of nuschief. They become more sen«ble and sedate' 
before they get through the first five years of their 
apprenticeship, after which they attain to the rank of 
clerks. The clerk, after a number of years' service, 
(averting from thirteen to twenty,) becomes a chief 
trader (or half-share holder^) and in a few years more 
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be attains the bi^ert rank to wMcb any one can rue in- 
the service, that (tf chi«f laelor (or ^are-holder.) 

It IB a strange &ct, that three-foorths of the Com- 
pany's servants are Scotch Highlandens and Orkney- 
men, ntere are very few Irishmen, and still fewer 
EBgliah. A great number, however, are half-breeds, and 
French Canadians, e^eciall; among the labourers and 



From the gnat extent, and variety of feature, in tib* 
country occupied by the fur-tradws, they subsiBt, as m^ 
be supposed, on widely diffvent kinds o£ food la tba 
prairie, or plun countries, animal food is chiefly osed, as 
th^ft, tbousiwdB of deer and bisons wander about, whila 
the woods are stoi^ed witbgame and vrild-fowl. In «tber 
plaees, however, where deer are scaree, and game Bot so 
abundant, fish of Tarions kinds are caugbt in the rivern 
ottd lakes ; and In other ports- of tiie country they liw 
partly upon fish and partly upoa wiimal food. Vege- 
tables are very scarce in the more nraibem posts, ovnag 
to the severity of the- winter, and consequent diortaew 
^ Bimimer. As the C<Hnp^y's servants are liable, on 
the shortest notice, to be sent from one ^i of ihe 
contioent to another, they are quite accustomed lOr 
change of diet ; — one year rejoifflug in huffslo-hnmpv 
and marrow-bones, in the pruries of tiie Saskatchewaoi 
and the next devouring hung white-fish, and Hoarco 
venison, in the sterile regions of Mackenzie's River, or 
varying the meal with a little of that delectable sub- 
stBDoe (^ten spoken of by Franklin, Back, and RicJiard- 
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son, as tbeir only diali — namely, tr^te-tie^och« — a lichen 
or moas which grows on the most barren rocks, uid 
is only used as food in the absence of all other pro- 
Tisions. 

During the first years of tbe Gompttoy, tbey were 
nnich censured for not carrying out the provi^on con- 
tmned in the royal charter, that they should prosecute 
discovery as much as possible ; and it was even ^eged 
that tbey endeavoured to prevent adventurers, not con- 
nected with themselves, from advanrang in tiieir re- 
searches. There is every reason to believe, however, 
tiiat this censure was ondeserved. A new company, 
recently formed in a wild country, could not at first be 
expected to have time or fimds to advance tbe arduous 
and expeumve cause of discovery. With regard to their 
having impeded the attempts of others, it is doubtful 
whether any one in the service ever did so ; but even had 
such been the case, the unauthorised and dishonourable 
conduct of one or two of their servants, does not sanction 
the condemnation of the whole Company. Besides, dis- 
coveries were made in former days by Heme, and in 
later years by Dease and Simpson ; so that, whatever 
might have been tbe case at first, there can be no doubt 
that the Company are doing much for the cause now. 
At thb moment there is an expedition on foot, under 
<Mie of their most experienced and talented servants, to 
complete the survey of the northern coast of America, 
left unfinished by the last-named explorers. 

The trade carried on by the Company is in peltries of 
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all sorts, oil, dried and salted fish, feathers, qnills, ice. ; 
and a list of some of th^ pnnrapal articles of commerce 
is subjoined : — 



ir Polar. 



Beaver-akiiu. 
Bear-akina, Black. 
Ditto, Brown. 
Ditto, White 01 
MtW, Grizly. 
Badger-afcina. 
Bnilalo or Bison Robes. 
Castornm-t 
Dew-akins, Bein. 
Ditto, Bed. 
Ditto, Moose or Elk. 
Ditto, parchDMnt. 
Feathera of all kiitds. 
FiBher-skins. 
Ooose-akiiu. 
Foi-akios, Black. 
Ditto, Silver. 



Foi-skins, Cross. 

Ditto, Red. 

Ditto, White,' 

Ditto, Blue. 

Ivory (tusks of the Walrus.) 

Lju-akina. 

Harten-skjas. 

Muaquash-akina. 

Otter-skiiH. 

Oil, Seat. 

Ditto, WUe. 



Salinoa, alted. 

Seal-skins. 
Wolf-ddng. 
WolTerine-akuu. 



The most valuable of the furs mentioned in the above 
list ia that of the black fox. This beautiful animal re- 
sembles in shape the common fox of England, but it is 
much larger, and jet black, with the exception of one or 
two white hairs along the back bone, and a pure white 
tuft on the end of the tail. A single skin sometimes 
brings from twenty-five to thirty guineas in the British 



* The Mde of the bison — or, w it is called by the fur-traders, the 
btdlUo — nhrai dressed on one nde and the hair left on ths other, is 
called a robe. Great numbers are sent to Canada, where they are used 
for aleigh wrappers in winter. In the Indian coimtry they are often 
used ingtead of blankets. 

f A substance procared from the body of the beaior. 
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market ; but unfortmiately they are Tery scarce. The 
mlver Jbx differs from the black fox only in the number 
of white h^rs with which its fm- is aprinkled ; and the 
more nnmerous the white haira, the less valuable does 
it become. The cross Jbas is a cross between the black 
or slver imd the red fox. The red foz bears a much 
inferior fur to the other kinds ; yet it ia a good article 
of trade, as this species is very numerous. These four 
kinds of foxes are sometimes produced in the same litter, 
the mother being a red fox. The whiU fox bears about 
the same value as the red, and is also very numerous, 
particularly on the shores of Hudson's Bay. The variety 
termed the blue fox b neither numerous nor very valu- 
able. It is of a dirty bluish-gray colour, and seldom 
makes its appearance at the Cranpany's posts, 

Beaver, in days of yore, was the staple fur of the 
country ; but, alas I the silk hat has ^ven it its death- 
blow, and the star of the beaver has now probably set 
for ever — that is to say, with regard to men ; probably 
the animals themselves fancy that their lucky star has 
just risen. The most profitable fur in the country is that 
of the marten. It somewhat resembles the Bussian sable, 
and generally maintains a steady price. These aiumals, 
moreover, are very numerous throughout most part of 
the Company's territories, particularly in M'Kenzie's 
River, whence great numbers are annually sent to 
England. 

All the above animals and a few others are caught 
in steel and wooden traps by the natives ; while deer. 
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buffaloes, &c., are nm down, shot, and Bnared in rarioiis 
vayB, the detfuls ot whicti will be found in tmother part 
of this volume. 

Trade is carried on with the natives h^ means ^ a 
gtandard valuation, called in some parts of the cooutrT^ 
a castor. This is to obviate the necessity of circulatia^ 
money, of which there is little or uone excepting in the 
colony of Red River. Thus an Ind^ arrives at a fort 
with a bundle of furs, with which he proceeds to the 
Indian trading-room. There the trader eepanttee the 
fors into different lote, tmd, valuing each at the standwrd 
valuation, adds the amount together, and tells the In^an 
(who has looked on the while with great interest aai 
anxiety) that he has got fifty or sixty castors ; 4t tlie 
same time he hands the Indian fifty or sixty httle bite of 
wood in iieu of cash, so that the latter may know, by 
retaniing these in payment of the goods for which be 
really exchanges his skins, how fast his funds decrease. 
The Indian then looks round upon the bales of cloth, 
powder-horns, guns, blankets, knives, &c., with which 
the shop is filled, and after a good while makes op his 
mind to have a small blanket. This being given him, 
the trader tells him that the price is six castors; the 
purchaser bands back six of hia little bits of wood, and 
selects something else. In this way he goes on tiU all 
his wooden cash is expraded, and then, packing up his 
goods, departs to show hia treasures to his wife, and 
another In<^n takes his pUce. The valne of a castor is 
from one to two shillings. The natives generally vimt 
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tiw mtabfishBeBts of -the CcHiipaii; tirioe a-year — tmee 
is October, wIwq they brisg in tJie produce of ilieir 
aatumn hunts, and ag»n in Marcb, when iiiay oaao in 
with that of -Uie great winter fannt. 

The number of castora that as Isdiaa makes in a 
winter himt varies from fifty to two hundred, according 
to bis perseverance and activity, and the pwt of the 
eountry in which he hunts. The largest amount I ever 
heard of was made by a man called I^aquata-Eiscom, 
who brought in furs, on one occasion, to the value of 
tw>i> hundred and sixty castors. The poor fellow was 
toon afterwards poisoned by his relatives, who were 
jealons of his superior abihtiea aa a hunter, and envious 
of the favour shown him by the white men. 

After the fiirs are collected in spring at all the 
difiFerent outposts, they are packed in conveniently sized 
bales, and forwio-ded, by means of boats luid canoes, to 
the three chief depdte on the sea-coast — namely. Fort 
Vancoaver at the mouth of the Columbia river, on the 
shores of the Pacific ; York Fort on the shores of Hud- 
son's Bay ; and Moose Factory, on the ahor^ of James's 
Bay, i^ence they are transported in the Company's 
■hips to Engluid. The whole country, in summer, is oon- 
Mqoently in commotion with the passing and repassing of 
brigades (tf boats laden with bales of merohandiBe and fiirs ; 
the still waters of the lakes and rivers are r^pled by 
tiie.paddle and the oar; and the long-ulent echoes, which 
have slombered in the icy embrace of a dreary winter, 



Dig,: .=^:i by Google 



40 Hudson's bay. 

are aow once more awakened by the merry voice and 
ttmeful song of the hardy voyagenr. 

This shght sketch of the Hudson's Bay Company, and 
of the terntories occupied by them, may for the present 
serve to give a sofiBciently correct idea of Ihe nature of 
the service and the appearance of the country : we sh^ 
now proceed to write of the Indians inhabiting these 
wild regions. 
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CHAPTER III. 



The aborigines of North America are divided into a 
great number of nations or tribes, differing not only in 
outward appearance, but also in customs and modes of 
life, and in some instances entertaiaing for each other 
a bitter and implacable hatred. 

To dwcribe the leading peculiarities of some of these 
tribes, particularly those called Crees, will be my object 
in the present chapter. 

Some of the tribes are known by the following names 
— Grees, Seauteaux, Stone Indians, Sioux, Blackfeet, 
Chipewyans, Slave Indians, Crows, Flatheads, &c. Of 
these, the Crees are the c^uietest and most inoffensive ; 
they inhabit the woody country surrounding Hudson's 
Bay ; dwell in tents ; never go to war ; and spend their 
time in trapping, shooting, and fishing. The Seauteanx 
are similar to the Crees in many respects, and inhabit 
the country farther in the interior. The St«ne Indians, 
Sioux, Bkckfeet, SUve Indians, Crows, and FUtheada, 
inhabit the vast plains and forests in the interior of 
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America, on the east and w^t of the Roeky Mountains, 
and live chiefly by the produce of the chase. Then- 
country swarms with bisons, and Tarieties of deer, bears, 
&C., which they hunt, shoot, snare, and kill in Tarious 
ways. Some of these tribes are well sapplied with 
horara, with which they hunt the bufTalo. This is a 
wild inspiriting chase, and the natires are Tery fwid 
of it. They use the gun a good deal, but prefer tie 
bow and arrow (in the use of which they are very 
expert) for the chase, and reserve the gun for warfare, 
many of them being constantly engaged in skinnidimg 
with their ffliemies. As the Crees were the Indians 
with whom I had die most intercourse, I shaU endearoar 
to describe my old friends more at length. 

The personal appearance of the men of this tribe is 
not bad. Although they have not the hold daring car- 
riage of the wilder tribes, yet they have active-look- 
ing flgurea, fine intelligent countenances, and a peculiar 
brightness in their dark eyes, which, from a constant 
habit of looking around them while traveling throu^ 
Hm woods, are seldom for a moment at rest. Their jet 
black hiur generally hangs in straight matted locks over 
their shoulders, sometimes omunented witii beads and 
pieces of metal, and occasionally with a few partridge 
feathers ; but they seldom wear a hat or cap of any kind, 
except in winter, when they make elumsy imitations of 
foraging caps with furs, — preferring, if the weather be 
warm, to go about without aay head-dress at all, or, if 
it be cold, UMng the large hood of their capotes as a 
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WTenng. Iltey are thin, wirj men, sot generally very 
nmacular in tbeir prcqwrtions, but yet capable ot mda- 
jeiag great fatigue. Thar averse height is ahont five 
feet £Te inobes ; and one rarely meete with indiTidaals 
larjvtg nmeh &(Hn ihis average, nor with deformed 
{>eople, among thou. The atep of a Cree Indian is much 
Iwger than that of a Enropeaa, owing, probably, to his 
being BO mndi aocnstomed to walking throng Bwunps 
Wkd foresti, where it a necessary to take long strides. 
"Bob peeniiarity beeomes appareait when an Indian atrires 
at a tort and walks along the hard ground inside the 
, walls viUi the tcader, whose short, bustling, aotive step, 
contrasts oddly with the long, solemn, ostrich-like stride 
of the savage ; which, howcTer appropriate in the woods, 
is certmly Blrange and ungraceful on a good road. 

llie Bummer dress of the Indian is almost entirely pro- 
vided for him by the Hudson's Bay Company; it con^sts 
chiefly of a blue or gray cloth, or else a blanket capote 
reaching below the knee, made mudi 
too loQse for the figure, and strapped 
round the wiust with a scarlet or crim- 
B(n worsted belt A very coarse blue 
striped cotton shirt is all the under- 
^thing they wear, holding tfoosers 
to be quite saperfluous ; in lieu of which 
they make leggins of tu^ous kinds of 
cloth, which reach from a few inches above the knee 
down to the ankle. These logins are sometimeB very 
tastefully decorated with bead-work, particularly those 
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of the womeu, and are provided with flaps or wings on 
either side, which have a pretty and norel appearance. 

This costume, however, is slightly varied in winter. 
The blanket or cloth capote is then laid a«de for one 
of smoked red-deer-ddn, which has very much the 
appearance of chamois leather. This k lined with flan- 
nel, or some other thick warm substance, and edged with 
fur (more for ornament, however, than warmth) of diffe- 
rent kinds. Fingerless mittens, with a place for the 
thumb, are also adopted ; and shoes or mocca^ns of tbe 
same soft material. The moccasins are very beaulaful, 
fitting the feet as tightly as a glove, and are tastefdlly 
ornamented with dyed porcupine quills and ^Ik tliread of 
various colours ; at whi(^ 
work the women are par- 
ticularly au-fait. As the 
leather of the moccafon is 
very thin,* blanket and 
flannel socks are worn un- 
derneath, — one, two, CT 
even four pairs, according 
to the degree of cold ; and 
in proportion as these socks 
are increased in number, the moccasin, of course, loses 
ite elegant appearance. The annexed figure represents 

* Mod; people at home have asked ma how Buch l&in thitigt can keep 
out the wet of the snow. The reader muit bear in mind that the snow, 
for nearl; seven months, u not even damp for Gee minutes, ao constMit 
is the frost. When it becomes wet in spring, Europeana adopt ordin- 
ar; English shoes, and Indians do not mind the wet 
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file mocoamn under its most favourable a;q)ect, without 
any attck. beneath it at all. 

The Indian women are not so good-looking as the men. 
The^ hare an awkward slonching gait, and a downcast 
look, — arising, probably, from the rude treatment they 
expeii^iee irom th^ hnsbandB ; for the North Ame- 
rieut lodiaoB, like all other savages, make complete 
drudges rS their women, obliging them to do all the 
laborious and dirty work, while they i-eserre the plea- 
sures of the chase for themselves. Their features are 
Bomefintes good, but I never saw a really pretty woman 
Muong the Crees. Their colour, as well as that of the 
men, b a dingy brown, which, together with their ex- 
treme filthiness, renders them any thing but attractive. 
They are, however, quiet, sweet-tempered, and inoffen- 
»ve (nvatures, destitute aa well of artificial manners as 
i^etaya. Their dress is a gown, made without sleeves, 
and very scanty in the skirt, of coarse blue or green 
cloth ; it reaches down to a little under the knee, below 
which ^&T limba are cased in leggins beautifully omo- 
mented. Th«r whole costume, however, like that of the 
nteo, is almost always hid from ai^bt by a thick blanket, 
witfaont which tJte Indian seldom ventures abroad. The 
womeoi lonally make the top of the blanket answer the 
purpose of a head-dress ; but when fhey wish to appear 
very much to advantage, they put on the cap represented 
in the illustration on page 46. It is a square piece of 
blue cloth, profusely decorated with different coloured 
heads, and merely sewed up at the top. They wear 
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their hair in long atmggling lookB, whioh have not ihi' 
slightest tendency to curl, and ocoa^onall; in qnenes 
or pgtfuls behind ; bnt in this reeiieat, aa in ever; other, 
they are very careless of thwr personal appearance. 



These primitive children of the forest live in tente of 
deer-akin or bark ; and sometiines, wh«^ Uieee are 
scarce, of branches of trees. They are conioally diaped, 
and are constructed thus: — I^e Indian aai his family, 
(probably two wives and three or four children) anire in 
their bark canoe at a pretty level spot, sheltered from 
the north wind, and conveniently situated on the banks 
of a small stream, where the fish are plentiful, and pine 
branches (or brush), for the floor of his tent, abundant. 
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Here ha rons bis caooa ashore, and carrim his goods and 
chattels up the bank. His first hnsmess is to cat a nom- 
ber {^ long poles, and tie tiiree of them at the top, 
spreading them out in the form of a tripod. He then 
piles all the other poles round these, at half'-a-foot dis- 
tance from each other, and thus incIoBea a circle of 
nearly fifteen or twenty feet in diameter. Over the poles 
^ he is a good huntw, and has plenty of deer-^ins) he 
spreads the skin tent, leaving an opening at the top for 
the egress of the smoke. If the tent be a birch-bark one, 
he has it in separate rolls, which are spread over the 
poles, till the whole is covered. A small opening is left 
&cing the river or lake, which eervra for a doorway ; and 
this is covered with an old blanket, a piece of deer-skin, 
or in some instances, by bison-skin or bnf^o robe. 
The floor is covered with a layer of small jnne branches, 
which serve for carpet and mattress ; and in the centre 
is placed the wood fire, which, when blazing brigbUy, 
gives a warmth and eomfort to the slight habitation that 
could scarcely be believed. Here the Indian spends a 
few days or weeks, according to the amount of game in 
the rioimty ; and then removes to soma other place, car- 
rying with him the oovering of the tent, but leaving the 
poles standing, as they would be cmnbrous to cmry in 
his saudl canoe, aod t^onsaodB can be had at every place 
wbere he may wish to land. 

The Indian canoe is an ezceecUngly light ^id gracefal 
little craft, and well adapted for travelling in through a 
wild- ooimtry, where the rivers are obstructed by long 
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rapids, waterfalla, and slu^ows. It is so light that one 
man can easily carry it on his shooldei^ over the land, 
when a waterfall obstructs his progress; and as itonly 
sinks about four or ux inches in the water, few places 
are too shallow to float it. The birch bark of which it 
is made is about a ^[uarter of an inch thick, and Ihe 
inside is lined with extremely thin flakea of wood, OTer 
which a number of hght timbers are driren, to give 
strength and tightness to the machine. In this &ail' 



bark, which generally measures about twelve or fifteen 
feet long, and from two to three feet broad in the mid- 
dle, a whole Indian fondly of eight or ten souls will travel 
htrndreds of miles over rivers and lakes innumerable; 
now floating swiftly down a foaming rapid, and anon 
gliding over the surface of a quiet lake, or makinff a 
portage over-lEind when a rapid is too dangerous to 
descend ; and, while the elders of the fJEunily as»st in 
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carrying the caaoe, the yonngfters nm abont plucking 

berriea, and the shaggy Ettie curs (one or two of which 

are posaessed by every ladian 

£amily} search for food, or 

baek in the Bun at the foot of 

the bahy's cradle, which stands 

bolt upri^t gainst a tree, 

while the child gazes npoo all 

these operations with eerene 

indifference. 

Not less elegant and usefid '~^^^^^^^ -■" 
than the canoe, is the snow- 

shoe, without which the Indian would be badly off 
indeed. It is not, as many suppose, used as a kind of 
tkate, with which to slide over the snow, but as a 
machine to prevent, by its size and breadth, the wearer 
from ^king into the snow, which is so deep that, with- 
out the assbtance of the snow-shoe, no one could walk a 
quarter of a mile through the woods in winter without 
being utt«rly exhausted. 

It is formed of two thin pieces of light wood, tied at 
both ends, and spread out near the middle ; thus making 
a kind of long oval, the intericn- of which is filled up with 
network of deer-skin threads. Strength is given to the 
firaqie by placing wooden bars across ; and it is fJEistened 
loosely to the foot by a slight line going over the toe. In 
cage, however, it may be supp(»ed that by a shoe I mean 
an article something the size of a man's foot, it may be 
as well to state, tltat snow-^oesmeaanrefrom^/vur taait 
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feet long, and from tLirteeo to tweoty inches wide. Noi- 
withstanding their great Mze, the extreme lightness of 
their materials prevents them being cumbrous ; and, 
after a little practice, a traveller foists tliat he has 
them on,- if the weather be good for such waUdng. Frosty 
weather is the beat for snow-shoe travelling, as the snow 
is fine and dust-like, and falls tlirough the network. If the 
weather be warm, the wet sdow renders the shoe heavy. 



and the Hnes soon beg^ to gall the feet. The engraving 
above (fig. 1), represents the, kind most commonly used 
by the Crees, but they vary in shape in different parts 
of the country, sometimes taking the form represented 
in fig. 2. On these shoes an Indian will travel between 
twenty and thirty miles a-day, and they often accomplish 
from thirty to forty, when hard pressed. 

The food of the Indian varies according to circnm- 
stances. Sometimes he luxuriates on deer, pMlndges, 
and fat beaver ; whilst at others he is obliged to live 
almost entirely on fish, and not unfrequently on tripe-ds- 
roche. This substance, however, does no more than re- 
tard his ultimate destruction by starvation ; and, uoless 
be meets with something more nourishing, it cannot pre- 
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Tent it. When starying, the Indian will not hesitate to 
appease the cramnga of honj^er by resorting to canni- 
balism ; and there were some old dames with whom I was 
myself acquainted, who had at different periods eaten 
Beveral of their children. Indeed, some of them, it was 
stud, had idso eaten their husbands. 

The following anecdote, related to me by a &iend who 
spent many years of his life among the North American 
Indians, depicts one of the worst of these cases of can- 
nibalism. 

It was in tiie spring of that my friend Mr C 

stood in the Indian Hall of one of the far-distant posts in 
Athabasca, conversing with a party of Chipewyan Indians, 
who had just arrived with furs from their winter hunting 
grounds. The large fires of wood, sparkling and blazing 
cheerfully np the wide chimney, oast a bright light round 
the room, and shone upon the dusky countenances of the 
Chipewyans, as they sat gravely on the floor, smoking 
their spwagans in silence. A dark shade lowered upon 
every face, as if thoughts of an unpleasant nature dis- 
turbed their minds ; and so it was. A deed of the most 
revolting description had been perpetrated by an Indian 
of the Cree tribe, and they were preparing to relate the 
story to Mr C . 

AAer a short silence, an old Indian removed his pipe ; 
and, looking round upon the others, as if to ask their 
consent to his becoming spokesman, related the particu- 
lars of the story, the substance of which I now give. 

Towards the middle of winter, Wisi^un, a Oree Indian, 
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remored hia encampment to auoUt^ part of the coontiT', 
as game was scarce id the place where be had been 
residing. His family consisted of a wife, a son of eight 
or nine years of age, and two or three children, beEddea 
several of his relations ; in all, ten souk, including him- 
self. In a few days they arrived oA their new en«aaipiDg 
ground, after having suffered a great deal <A misery by 
the way, from starvation. They were all much exhausted 
and worn out, but hoped, having heard of buffaloes in tlte 
vicinity, that their sufferings would aoon be relieved. 

Here they remained several days without finding ray 
game, and were reduced to the necessity of devouring 
tlieir moccasins and leathern coats, rendered eatable by 
being singed over the fire. Soon this vrretched resource 
was also gone, and they were reduced to tiie greatest 
extremity, when a herd of buffaloes were descried, fiir 
away in the pr^rie, on the edge of which they were 
encamped. All were instantly on the qui vive. Guns 
were loaded, saow-sho^ put on, and in ten minutes the 
males of the hnngry party set off after the herd, leaving 
Wisagtm's wife and children with anothw girl in die tent. 
It was not long, however, before the ^nished party b^aa 
to grow tired. Some of the weakest dropped behind ; 
while Wisagun, with bta son Natappe, gave up the chaaa, 
and returned to the eocampmeut. They soon arrived at 
it, and Wisagun, peeping in between the chinks of tlw 
tent, to see what tiie women wwe doing, saw bis wife 
engaged in cutting up one of her own children, preparatory 
to cooking it. In a transport of paasicai, the Indian nubed 
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fbnrard and stabbed her, and also the other woman ; and 
tbxa, fearing the wrath of the other Indians, he fled to 
the woods. It maj be conceived what were the feelings 
of the remainder of the party, when they returned, and 
fiHUid their relatives murdered. They were bo much 
exhausted, however, by previous suffering, that they 
ooold only sit down and gaze on the motjlated bodies in 
despair. During the night, Wisagnn anA Natappe re- 
turned stealthily to the tent ; and, nnder cover of the 
darkness, murdered the whole party, as they lay asleep. 
Soon after this, the two Indians were met by another 
party of savages, in good eondition ; although, from the 
scarcity trf game, the others were starring. The former 
accounted for this, however, by saying that they had 
^ten in vrith a deer not long ago ; but that, before this 
fattd happened, all the rest of t^ fomily had died of star- 
Tittton. 

It was the party who had met the two Indians wan- 
dering in the plains, that now sat round the fire, relating 
the story to Mr C , 

The tale was still telling, when the hall door slowly 
opened, and Wis^nn, gaunt and cadaverous, the very 
impersonation of famine, slunk into the room, with Na- 
tappe, and seated himself in a comer near the fire. 31r 

C soon obtained, from his own lips, confirmation of 

tiie horrible deed, which he excused by saying that mott 
of his relations had died before he ate them. 

In a few days after this the party of Indians took their 
departure from the house, to proceed to their village in 
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the forest ; and, shortly after, Wisagan and Katappe also 
left, to rejoin their tribe. The news of their deeds, how- 
ever, had preceded them, bo they were received very 
coldly ; and soon after Wis^un pitched his tent, the other 
Indians removed, with one accord, to another place, as 
though it were impossihle to live happily under the shadow 
of the same trees. This exasperated Wisagun so much 
that he packed up his tent and goods, launched his canoe, 
and then, before stu^jng, went up to the village, and told 
them it was true he had killed all his relatives, and that 
hd was a conjuror, and had both power and inclination to 
conjure them to death too. He then strode down to the 
hanks of the river, and, embarking with hia son, e^ot out 
into the stream. The anhappy man had acted rashly in 
his wrath. There is nothing more dangerons than to 
threaten to kill a savage, as he will certainly endeavour 
to kill the person who threatens him, in order to render 
the execution of hia purpose imposrable. Wisagun and 
his son had no sooner departed, than two men coolly took 
up their guns, entered a canoe, and followed them. 
Upon arriving at a secluded spot, one of them rused his 
gun, and fired at Wisagun, who fell over the side of tlie 
canoe, and sank to rise no more. With the rapidity of 
thought, !Efatappe seized his father's gun, sprang ashiHre, 
and bounded up the hank ; a ahot was fired, which went 
through the fleshy part of bis arm, and the next moment 
he was behind a tree. Here he called out to the Indians 
who were reloading their guns, not to kill him, and he 
would tell them all. After a little consideration, they 
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agreed to spare him : he emhaj'ked Tnth them, and was 
taken afterwards to the fort, where he remained many 
years in the Company's Berviee. 

Although inatuices of cannibalism are not unusnal 
among the Indian tribes, they do not resort to it from 
choice, but only when urged by the irrepressible cravings 
of hanger. 

AU HiB Indian ^bes are fond of sjnrits ; and in for- 
m^ limes, when the distribntion of rum and whisky to 
the QatJTes was found necessary to compete with other 
oc»npuiieB, the use of the " fire water" was carried to a 
fearfld extent. Since Sir Creorge Simpson has been go- 
vernor, however, the distribution of spirits has been almost 
entirely ^ven up ; and this has proved a most benefi<ual 
measure for the poor Indians. 

Tobacco also ia consumed by Uiem in great quantities ; 
indeed, the pipe is seldom out of the Indian's mouUu If 
he is not hunting, steeping, or eating, he is sure to be 
smoking. A peculiar kind of shrub is much used by 
them, mixed with tobacco, partly for the purpose of 
iiia^™g it go f^< Aod partly because tliey can smoke 
more of it at a time with impunity. 

The Indian is generally very lazy, hut can endure, 
when requiffite, great fatigue and much privation. He 
can go longer wiUiout eating than a European, and from 
the frequent fosts he has to snstun, he becomes accus- 
tomed, without injury, to eat more at a meal than would 
kill a white man. The Indian children exhibit this 
power in a very extraordinary degree, looking some- 
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tames -wretchedly thm aod miserable, and &b hour or 
two afterwarda waddling about wiUi tb^ littje stomachr 
awoUen ahnoBt to bnrsting I 

When SB Indian wants a wife, he goes to the^^Etr erne's 
father and a^B hia consent. This being obtained, be 
informs tbe yoong lad^ of ihe circmnstanee, and then 
returns to his wigwam, whither tbe bride follows him, and 
instab herself as mistress of the bouse without farther 
ceremony^. G^ieraUy spealcing, Indiana content them- 
aelves with one wife, but it is looked ii^n as ncatber 
unusual nor improper to take two, or eyea three wives. 
Tbe great point to settle is the husband's ability to sup- 
port tb^n. Thus, a bad hunter can only afford one wi£e^ 
whilst a good one may have Uiree or four. 

If an old man or woman of tbe tribe becomes infirm, 
and unable to proceed with the rest when trarelling, he 
or she, as tbe case may be, is left behind in a small test 
nrade of willows, in which are placed a httle firewood, 
some provisions, and a vessel of water. Here the o^ 
happy wretch remains in solitude till the fuel and pro- 
visions are exhausted, and then dies. Should the tribe 
be in their encampment when an ludiui dies, tbe de- 
ceased is buried sometiines in the ground and Bometimes 
in a rough wooden coffin raised a few feet above it. 
They do not now bury guns, knives, &G., with their dead 
as they once did, probably owing to their intercourse 
with white men. 

Tbe Supreme Being among tbe Indians is called. 
Manitow *, but he can scarcely be stud to be worshipped 
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hj Hiem, and the few ideas the; hare of bis attributes 
ore imperfMt and erroneonB. Indeed, no religious rites 
exist amoDg them, unlesB the unmeaning mummery of the 
medicine tent ciua be looked upon as such. Of late years, 
however, misfflooarics, both of the Church of England and 
the Wedeyana, have exerted themaeWes to spread the 
ChiistiBD reli^on among these tribes, than whom few 
savages can be more unenlightened or morally degraded; 
and there is reason to beUeve that the light of the gospel 
is now beginning to shine upon them with beneficiEd in.- 
flaence. 

There ia no mumo in the soul of a Cree, and tJie only 
time they att«npt it is when gambhng, ^ whidi they 
ore passionately fond, when they sing a kind of mono- 
tonouB chant aoctnupanied with a noisy rattling on a tin 
kfltde. The celebrated war-dance is now ao longer in 
enrtence among this tribe. They have wisely renounced 
both war and its accompaniments long ago. Among the 
wilder inhabitants of the prairies, howcTer, they are still 
in Tc^e, with all the dismal acc<Mnpaniment8 of killing, 
scalping, roasting, and torturing, that distinguished 
Amerioan war&re a hnndred years ago. 

Tiifl diffco'ent methods by which the Indian succeeds in 
snaring and trapping animals are nomeroos. A good idea 
of these may be bad by following an Indian in bia 
roands. 

Suppose yourself, gentle reader, standing at the gate 
of one of the forta in Hudson's Bay, watdiing a savage 
ammging bis snow-shoes preparatory to entering the 
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gloomy forest Let us wftlk with this lodiaa oa a Timt 
to fais traps. 

The night is verv dark, as the moon is hid by thick 
clouds, yet it occasionaily breaks out sufficiently to 
illumine our path to Stemaw's wigwam, and to throw 
the shadows of the neighbouring trees upon the pale 
snow, which crunches under our feet as we advance, 
owing to the intense cold. Ko wind breaks the stillness 
of the night, or shakes the lumps of snow off the branches 
of the neighbouring pines or willows ; and nothing is 
heard save the occa^onal crackling of the trees as the 
severe firost acta upon their branches. The tent,' at 
which we soon arrive, is pitched at the foot of an immense 
tree, which stands in a litUe hollow where the willows 
and pines are luxuriant Plough to afford a shelter trom 
the north wind. Jnst in &ont, a small path leads to the 
river, of which an extensive view is had through tlie 
opening, showing the long fantastic shadows of huge 
blocks and mounds of ice cast upon the white snow by 
the flickering moonlight. A huge chasm, filled with 
fallen trees and mounds of snow, yawns on the left of 
the tent, and the ruddy sparks of fire which issue from 
a hole in its top, throw this and the surrounding forest 
into deeper gloom. The effect of this wintry scene 
upon the mind Is melancholy in the extreme — causing it 
to speed across the bleak and frozen plfuns, and visit 
again the warm fireside and happy faces in a fiu- distant 
home ; and yet there is a strange romantic attraction in 
the wild woods that gradually brings it back again, and 
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isaheB US impatient to begin onr walk with the Indian. 
Suddenly the deer-ekln robe that covers the aperture of 
the wigwam is rused, and a bright stream of warm light 
gushes out, tipping the dark'green points of the oppoute 
trees, and mingling strangely with the paler Ught of the 
mooQ — and Stemaw stands erect in front of his solitary 
home, to gaze a few moments ou the sky, and judge of 
the weather, as he intends to take a long walk before 
laying his head apon his capote for the night He is in 
the usual costume of the Cree Indians : a large leathern 
coat, very much overlapped in front, and fastened round 
his waist with a scarlet bolt, protects his body from the 
cold. A amall rat-akin cap covers his head, and his legs 
are cased in the ordinary blue cloth leggins. Large 
moccauns, with two or three pair of blanket socks, clothe 
his feet, and fingerleas mittens, made of deer-skin, com- 
plete his costume. After a few minutes passed in con- 
templation of the heavens, the Indian prepares himself for 
tlie walk. E^rst he sticks a small axe in his belt, serv- 
ing as a counterpoise to a large bunting-knife and fire- 
bag which depend from the other side. He then slips his 
feet through the lines of his snow-shoes, and throws the 
line of a small hand-sledge over his shoulder. The hand- 
sledge ia a thin flat slip or plank of wood, from five to six 
feet long by one foot hroad, and is turned np at one end. 
It is extremely light, and Indians invariably use it when 
visiting their traps, for the purpose of dragging home 
the animals or game they may have caught. Having 
attached this sledge to his back, he stoops to recdve hia 
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gun from hie fEuthftd s/jumu* wbo has beea watching hie 
operations throogb a hole in tiie tent ; and throwing it 
on hia shoulder, strides otF, without uttering a word, 
across the moonlit space in front of the tent, turns into a 
narrow track that leads down the dark ravine, and disap- 
pears in the shades of. the forest. Soon he reaches the 
termination of the track (made for the purpose of reach- 
ing some good dry trees for firewood), and, stepping into 
the deep snow with the long, regular, firm tread of one 
accnstomed to snow-shoe walking, he winds his way 
rapiiliy through the thick stems of the surrounding trees, 
and turns aside the smaller branches of the bushes. 

The forest is now almost dark, the foliage over-head 
having become so dense that the moon only penetrates 
through it in a few places, causing the spots on which it 
&Us to shine with a strange phosphoric light, and ren- 
dering the surrounding masses darker by contrast. The 
&int outline of an old snow-shoe track, at first discern- 
ible, is now quite invisible ; but still Stemaw moves for- 
ward with rapid, noiseless step, as sure of his way as if a 
broad beaten track lay before him. In this manner he 
moves on for nearly two miles, sometimes stooping to 
examine closely the newly made track of some vrild 
ammal, and occasionally giving a gluice at the sky- 
through the openings in the leafy canopy above him, 
when a ^nt sound in the bushes ahead brings him to a 



* Sqatiaa U the Indian for k woman. S^wiurla the English comip- 
tiMi of the word, and is used to AfpASy t, wlh. 
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full stop. Ke lietena atteDtively, and & noise, like the 
rattling of a chun, is heard proceeding from the recesses 
of a dark wild-looking hollow a few paces in front. An- 
other momeiit, and the raUle is again distinctly heard : a 
slight smile of satisfaction crosses Stemaw's dark risage, 
for one of his traps is set in that place, and he knows that 
something is caught. Quiddy descending the slope, he 
enters the bushes whence the soond proceeds, and panses 
when within a yard or two of his trap, to peer through 
the gloom. A cloud passes off the moon, and a faint ray 
rereals, it may be, a beautiful black fox caught in the 
snare. A slight blow oa the snout from Stemaw's axe- 
handle kills Uie unfortunate animal ; in ten minutes more 
it is tied to his sledge, the trap is re-set and a^aa 



covered over with snow, so that it is almost imposable 
to tell that any thing is there ; and the Indian pursues 
his way. 

The steel-trap used by the Indians is almost similar to 
the ordinary rat-trap of England, with this difference, 
that it is a little larger, is destitute of teeth, and has 



Dig,: .=^:i by Google 



62 HUDSON'S BAT. 

two Springs in place of one. A chain is attached to one 
spring for the purpose of fixing a weight to the trap, so 
that the animal caught may not be able to dr^ it far 
&om the place where it was set. The track in the 
snow enables tlie hnnter to find hia trap again. It is 
generally set so that the jaws, when spread out fiat, are 
exactly on a level with the snow. The chain and weight 
are both hid, and a thin layer of snow spread on top of 
the trap. The bait (which generally confoats of chips of 
a frozen partridge, rabbit, or fish) is then scatt^ivd 
around in every direction; and, with the ezoeption ot 
this, nothing distinguishes the spot. Foxee, beavers, 
wolves, lynx, and other animals, are csn^t in this way, 
sometimes by a fore-leg, somedmes by a hind-leg, and 
sometimes by two legs at once, and occasionally by the 
nose. Of all these ways the Indians prefer catchipg by 
two legs, as there is then not the slightest possibility of 
the animal escaping. When foxes are caught by one 
leg, they oflen eat it off close to the trap, and escape on 
the other three. I have frequently seen this happen; 
and I once saw a fox caught which had evidently escaped 
in this way, as one of its legs was gone, and the stump 
healed up and covered again with h^ur. When they 
are canght by the nose they are almost sure to escape, 
unless taken out of the trap very soon after being 
caught, as their snouts are so sharp or wedge-like that 
they can pull them from between the jaws of the tr^ 
with the greatest ease. 

Having now described the way of using this machine. 
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we will rejoin Stemaw, whom we left (Hi Ilia way to the 
next trap. There he goes, moTing swiftly over the 
snow mile after mile as if he could not feel fatigue, 
turning aside now and then to yisit a trap, and giving a 
ahort grunt when nothing is in it, or killing the animal 
when caught, aad tying it on the sledge. Towards mid- 
night, howerer, he begins to walk more cautiously, 
exammes the priming of his gun, and moves the axe in 
his belt as if he expected to meet some enemy suddenly. 
The &ct is, that close to where he now stands are two 
traps which he set in the morning close to each other 
for the purpose of catching one <^ the formidah>e coast 
wolves. These ftnimnla are so sagacious that they will 
scrape all round a tn^, let it be ever so well set, and, 
i^r eating all the bait, walk away unhurt. Indians 
consequentiy endeavour in every possible way to catch 
them, and, among others, by setting tioo traps close to- 
gether ; so that, while the wolf scrapes at one, he may 
perhaps put his foot in the other. It is in this way that 
Stemaw's traps are set ; and he now advances cautiously 
towards them, his gun in the hollow of his left arm. 
Slowly he advances, peering through the bushes, but 
nothing is visible ; suddenly a branch crashes under his 
snow-shoe, and with a savi^e growl a large wolf bounds 
tovrards him, landing almost at his feet. A single 
^ance, however, shows ^e Indian that botJi traps are 
OB his legs, and that the chains prevent his further ad- 
vance. He places his gun agEunst a tree, draws his axe 
from the helt, and advances to kill the animal. It is an 
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undertaking, hoTever, of Bome difficulty. The fierce 
bmte, vliich is larger thui a NewfmmdlaDd dog, stnuna 
every nerve and sinew to break its ckiunB ; while its eyes 
glisten in the uncertain light, and foam curls from its 
blood-red mouth. Now it retreats as the Indian ad^ 
Tanoes, griuDiog horribly as it goes ; and anon, as the 
ohuna check its farther retreat, it springs with fearful 
growl towards Stemaw, who slightly vrounds it with his 
axe, as he jumps backward just In time to save himself 
from the infuriated animal, which catches io its fangs the 
flap of his leggin, and tears it from his limb. Again 
Sten»w advances, and the wolf retreats and af;aio 
springs on him, but without success. At last, as the 
wolf glances for a moment to one side — apparently to 
see if there is no way of ^cape — quick as lightning the 
axe flashes in the ^r, and descends with stumung vio- 
lence on its head; another blow follows, and in five 
minutes more the animal is fastened to the sledge. 

This, however, has turned out a more exhausting 
bnranesB than Stemaw expected; so he determines to 
encamp and rest for a few hours. Selecting a large 
pine, whose spreading branches cover a patch of ground 
free from underwood, he scrapes away the snow with his 
Bnow-4hoe. Silentiy but buuly he labours for a quarter 
ot an hour ; and then, having cleared a space seven or 
^ght feet in diameter, and nearly four feet deep, he cuts 
down a number of small branches, which he strews ai 
the bottom of the hollow, till all the snow is covered. 
This done, he fells two or three of the nearest trees, cuts 
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tJiem up into lengths of about five feet long, uid piles 
them at the root of the tree. A light is soon applied to 
the pile, and up glances the ruddy flame, crackling 
among the branches over-head, and sending thousands of 
bright sparks into the air. ffo one who has not seen it 
can have the least idea of the change that takes place in 
the ^pearance of the woods at night, when a large fire 
is suddenly lighted. Before, all was cold, silenti chilling, 
glocMDy, imd desolate, and the pale snow lotted unearthly 
in the dark. Nov, a bright ruddy glow falls upon the 
tiufsk. stems of the treesj and penetrates through the 
branches over-head, tipping those nearest the fire with s 
roby tinge, the mere sight of which warms one. The 
white snow chwiges to a beautiful pink, whilst the stems 
of the trees, bright and clearly visible near at hand, 
become more and more indistinct in the distance, till they 
are lost in the black background. The darkness; how- 
ever, need not be seen from the encampment, for, when 
the Indian lies down, he will be surrounded by the snow 
walls, which sparkle in the firehght as if set with dia^ 
monds. These do not melt, as might be expected: The 
frost is much too intense for that, and nothing melts 
except the snow quite close to the fire.' St^naw has 
now concluded his arrangements : a small piece of dried 
deer's meat warms before the blaze ; and, meanwhile, he 
spreads his green blanket on the ground, and fills a 
stone oallumet (or pipe with a wooden stem) with tobacco, 
mixed with a kind of weed prepared by himself. The 
white smoke fr^m this soon mingles with the thicker vol- 
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times from the. fire, which curl up through the branches 
into the ekj, now shrouding him in their wreaths, and 
then, as the bright flame obtains the mastery, leaving 
his dark iace and coal-black eyes shiniog in the warm 
light. No one enjoys a pipe more thui an Indian ; and 
Stemaw's tranc|uil visage, wreathed in tobacco smoke, as 
he reclines at fidl length under tiie spreading branches 
of die jnne, and allows the white vapour to pass slowly 
out of his mouth and nose, certainly gives one an excel- 
lent idea of savage enjoyment. 

Leaving Mm here, theu, to solace himself with a pipe, 
preparatory to resting his wearied Hmbs for the night, 
we will change the hour, and conduct the reader to a 
different scene. 

It is now day. The upper edge of the sun has just 
risen, red and frosty-looking, in the east, and countleas 
myriads of icy particles glitter on every tree and bosh, 
in ita red rays ; while the white tops of the snow-drifte, 
which dot the surface of the small lake at which we have 
just arrived, are tipped vrith the same rosy hue. The 
lake is of con^derable breadth, and the woods on its 
opposite shore are bardy vimble. An onbroken coat of 
pure white saovt covers its entire sur&ce, whilst here and 
there a small islet, covered vrith luxuriant evergreem, 
attracts the eye, and breaks the sameness of the scene. 
At the extreme left of the lake, where the points of a 
few bnllnishes and sedgy plants appetu* above the gnow, 
are seen a number of small earthy mounds, in the 
immediate vidnity of which tha trees and bushes are cat 
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juid barked in msay places, while some of them are 
nearly cat down. This is a colony of beaTor. In the 
warm months of summer and autumn, this spot is a liTely 
stbrring place, as the bearers are then employed nibbHng 
down treea and bushes, for Ihe purpose of repairing 
their dams, and supplying their storehouses with food. 
The bark of willows is their chief food, and all the boshes 
in the vicinity are more or less cut through by these 
perseyering little aninutla. Their dams, howeyer, (which 
are made for the purpose of securing to themselves a 
constant sufficiency of water) are made with large trees ; 
and stumps will be found, if yon choose to look for them, 
as thick as a man's leg, which the bearers have entirely 
nibbled through, and dragged by their united eSoits 
many yards from where they grew. 

Now, however, no sign of animal life is to be seen, as 
the beavers keep within doors all winter ; yet I venture 
to state that there are mfuiy now asleep under the snow 
before us. It is not, reader, merely for the purpose of 
showing yen the outside of a beaver-lodge that I have 
brought you such a distance from human habitations. 
Be patient, and you shall soon see more. Do yon observe 
that small black speck moving over the white surface of 
the lake, far away on the horizon f It looks like a crow, 
but the forward motion b much too steady and constant 
for that. As it approaches, it assumes the form of a man, 
and at last the figure of Stemaw, dragging his empty 
sleogh behind him, (for he has left his wolf and foxes in 
the laat night's encampment, to be taken up when re-. 
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turning home,) becomes clearly distinguishable through 
the dreamy haze of the cold wintry mormng. He arrives 
at the beaver-lodg^, and, I warrant, will soon play h&TOc 
among the inmates. 

His first proceeding is to cut down several stakes, 
which be points at the ends. These are driven, after he 
has cut away a good deal of ice from aroimd the beaver- 
lodge, into the ground between it and the shore. This 
is to prevent J^e beaver from running along the passage 
they always have from their lodges to the shore, where 
their storehouse is kept, which would make it necessary 
to excavate the whole passage. The beaver, if there are 
any, being thus imprisoned in the lodge, the hunter next 
stakes up the opening into the storehouse on shore, and 
so imprisons those that may have fled there for shelter, 
on hearing the noise of his axe at the other house. 
Things being thus arranged to bis entire satisfaction, he 
takes an instrument called an ice-chisel, which is a bit of 
steel about a foot long, by one inch broad, fastened to 
the end oJ a stout pole, wherewith he proceeds to dig 
through the lodge. This is by no means an easy opera- 
tion ; and although he covers the snow around him with 
great quantities of mud and sticks, yet his work is not 
half finished. At last, however, the interior of the hut is 
lud bare, and the Indian, stooping down, gives a great 
pull, when out comes a large, fat, sleepy beaver, which 
he flings sprawling on the snow. Being thus nncere- 
moniously awakened from its winter nap, the shivering 
animal looks languidly around, and even goes the length 
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of grimiiag at Stemaw, by y/aj of showing ita teeth, 
for which it is rewarded with a blow on the head from 
ihe pole of the ice-chisel, which puts an end to it. In 
this way several more are killed, and packed on the 
sleigh. Stemaw then turns his face towards his encamp- 
ment, where he coUectB the game left there ; and away 
he goes at a tremendous pace, dashing the snow in clouds 
from his snow-shoes, as he hurries over the trackless 
wilderness to his forest home. 

Near his tent, he makes a detour to visit a marten 
trap ; where, however, he finds nothing. This trap is of 
the simplest construction, being composed of two logs, 
the one of which is supported over the other by means 
of a small stick, in such a manner that when the marten 
creeps between the two and pulk the bait, the support 
is removed, and the upper log falls on and crushes it 
to death. ' 

In half-an-hour the Indict arrives at his tent, where 
the dark eyes of his wife are seen gazing through a 
chink in the covering, with an expresaon that denotes 
immense joy at the prospect of gorging for many days 
on fat heaver, and having wherewithal to purchase heads 
and a variety of ornaments from the white men, upon 
the occasion of her husband and herself visiting the posts 
of tiie fur-traders in the following spring. 

I must now crave the reader's pardon for this long 
digres^on, and beg him to recollect, that at the end of 
the first chapter I left myself aw^ting orders to depart 
for Red River, to which settlement we will now proceed. 
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Somewhere about the beginning of September, Mr 

C , Mr and Mtb G , Mr R , and myself, set 

out with the Portage la Loche brigade, for the distant 
colony of Red River. The Portage la Loche brigade 
usually numbers edz or seven boats, adapted for iuland 
travelling where the navigation is obstructed by rapids, 
waterfalls, and cataracts, to surmount which, boats and 
cargo are carried overland by the crews. These carry- 
ing places are called portages, and between York Fac- 
tory and Red River there are upwards of thirty-six, of 
various lengths. Beddes these, there are innumerable 
rapids, up which the boats have to be pushed inch by 
inch, with poles, for miles together ; so that we had to 
look forward to a long and tedious voyage. 

The brigade with which we left York Factory usually 
leaves Bed River about the end of May, and proceeds to 
Norway House, where it receives Athabasca and M'Ken- 
zie's River outfits. It then sets out for the interior, and 
upon wriving at Fortf^ ht Loche, the different boats 
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land thdr cargoes, while the M'Eenzie's Bivev boats, 
which came to meet them, exchange flieir furs for the 
ODtfits. The brigade then be^ns to retrace its way, and 
returns to Norway House, whence it proceeds to York 
Factory, where it arrives about the conuneDcement of 
September, lauda the tata, and receives part of the Ked 
Biver outfit, with which it Beta out for that place as soon 
as posfdble. 

With this brigade, then, we started from York Fac- 
tory, with a cheering song from the men in full chorus. 
They were in good spurts, being about to finish the long 
voyage, and return to their families at Bed River, after 
an absence of nearly five months, during which time they 
had encountered asd overcome difficulties that would have 
cooled the most sanguine temperament ; but these hardy 
Canadians and half-breeds are accustomed to such voy- 
ages from the age of fifteen or sixteen, and think no more 
of tbem than other men do of ordinary work. 

Mr C and I travelled together in the guide's 

boat ; Mr and Mrs G in another, and Mr R 

in a tlurd by himself. We took the lead, and the others 
followed as they best could. Such was the order of 
march in which we commenced the ascent of Hayes 
Elver. 

It may not be uninteresUng here to describe the mate- 
rid of our voyage. 

Our boat, which was the counterpart of the rest, was 
long, broad, and shallow, capable of carrying forty hun- 
dredweight, and nine men, besides three or four passen- 
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gers, m& proviBions for themselves and tlie crew. It 
did not, I suppose, draw more than three feet of -water 
when loaded, perhaps less, and was moreover very light 
for its size. The cargo consisted of bales, being the 
goods intended for the Red River sale-room and trading- 
shop. A rude mast and tattered stul lay along the seats, 
ready for use, should a favourable breeze spring up ; bat 
this seldom occurred, the oars being our chief depend- 
ence during the greater part of the voyage. 

The provifflons of the men consisted of pemictm and 
flour ; while the passengers revelled in the enjoyment of 
a ham, several cured buffalo tongues, tea, sugar, batter, 
and biscuit, and a little brandy and wine, wherewith to 
warm us in cold weather, and to cheer the crew with a 
dram after a day of unusual exertion. All our provi- 
uons were snugly packed in a case and basket, made 
expressly for the purpose. 

Pemican being a kind of food' with which people in the 
civilised world are not generally acquainted, I may as 
well describe it here. 

It is made by the buffalo hunters of the Red River, 
Swan Eiver, and Saskatchewan prairies ; more particu- 
larly by those of Red River, where many of the colonists 
spend a great part of the year in pursuit of the buffalo. 
They make it thus : having shot a buffido (or bison), they 
cut off lumps of his flesh, and slitting it up into flakes or 
layers, hang it up in the sun to dry. In this state it is 
often made up into packs, and sent about the country to 
be consumed as dried meat ; but when pemican is wanted, 
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it haa to go througli another process. When diy, the 
meat is ponnded between two stones till it is broken into 
wasiH pieces ; these are pnt into a bag made of the 
ammal's hide, with the hfur on the outside, and well 
mixed with melted grease ; the top of the hag ia then 
sewn up and the pemican allowed to cool. In this state 
it may he eaten uncooked ; but the voyageors who snb- 
rast on it when traveUing, mix it with a little flour and 
water, and then boil it ; in which state it is known 
tliroughont the country by the elegant name of robbiboo. 
Pemican ia good wholesome food, will keep fresh for a 
great length of time, and were it not for its onpre- 
posses^ng appearance, and a good many buffalo hairs 
mixed with it, throngh the carelessness of the hunters, 
would be very palatable. After a time, howeyer, one 
becomes accustomed to those little pecnliaiities. 

It was late in the afternoon when we left York Factory ; 
and, after travelling a few miles up Hayes River, pat 
ashore for the night. 

We encamped upon a rough gravelly piece of ground, 
as there was no better in the neighbourhood ; so that my 
first night in the woods did not hold out the prospect of 
being a very agreeable one. The huge log fires, how- 
erver, soon blazed cheerily up, casting a ruddy glow upon 
the surrounding feline and the wild uncouth figures of 
the Toyageurs, who, with their long dark hair hanging in 
luznriant masses over their bronzed faces, sat or reclined 
round the fires, smoking their pipes and chatting with as 
much carelesanesB and good-humour as if the long and 
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arduouB jonmey before them never once entered their 
mindB. Oar tent, and those of our travelling companions, 
wero pitched on the most convenient spot we could find ; 
and when supper was spread out, and a candle lighted, 
(which, by ihe way, the strong blaze of our camp-fire 

rendered quite nnnecessary,) and Mr C , seating 

himself upon a pile of cloaks, blankets, and ousbioos, 
looked np with a broad grin on his cheerful, good- 
hnmoured countenaace, and called me to sapper, I began 
to think, that if all travelling in Hudson's Bay were like 
this, a Yoy^e of discovery to the North Pole would be a 
mere pleasure trip I Alaa I in after years I found it was 
not always thus. 

Supper was soon dispoeed of, and having warmed our- 
selves at the fire, and ventured a few rash prophecies 
on the probable weather of the morrow, we spread our 
bluikets over an oiled cloth, and lay lovingly down to- 
gether ; Ab- C to snore vodferously, and I to dream 

of home. 

At the first blnsh of day I was awakened by the loud 
haEoo of the guide, who with the voice of a Stentor gave 
vent to a " Livel Hvet level" that roused the whole 
camp in less than two minutes, Five minutes more suf- 
ficed to finish our toilet (for, be it known, Mr G and 

I had only t^en off our coats), tie up our blankets, and 
embark. In ten mlnates we were once more pulling 
dowly up the cnrrent of Hayes Biver. 

The mismonaries turned out to be capital travellers, 
and never delayed the boats a moment ; which is saying 
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a good deal for them, considering the short space of time 
allowed for dressing. As fw the hardy ToyageuTB, thej 
siept in the same clothes in which they had wrought 
daring the day, each with a ungle blanket round him, in 
the most convenient spot he could find. A few slept in 
pairs, bat all reposed nnder the wide canopy of heaTen. 

Morning is always the most disagreeable part of the 
traTeller's day. The cold dews of the past night render 
the air chilly, and the gloom tends greatly to deproas the 
spirits. As I became acquainted with this mode of tra- 
velling, I became more knowing; and when there was 
not much probability of being interrupted by portages. 
I used to spread out my blanket in the stem of the 
boat, and snooze till breakfast time. The hour for 
break&st used to tary, according as we arriTed late or 
early at an eligible spot. It was seldom earlier than 
seven, or later than nine o'clock. 

Upon the occasion of onr first break&st in the woods, 
we were fortmiate. The sun shone brightly on the snr- 
rounding trees and bushes; the fires blazed and crackled ; 
pots boiled and cooks worked busily on a green spot, at 
the dde of a small bay or creek, in which the boats 
quietly floated, scarce rippling the surface of the limpid 
water. A httle apart from the men, two white napkins 
marked ottr breakfast place, and the busy appearance of 
our cook gave hopes that our &6t was nearly over. The 
whole scene was indescribably romantic and picturesque, 
and worthy of delineation by a more experienced pencil 
than mine. Break&st was a repelitioa of the supper of 
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the night before ; the only difference being that we ate 
it bj daylight, in Ihe open air, instead of by candlelight, 
under the folds of our canvaas tent. After it was over, 
we again embarked, and proceeded on onr way. 

The men used to row for a space of time, denominated 
a pipe, BO called from the drcumstance of their taking a 
smoke at the end of it Each gpell lasted for nearly two 
hours, daring which time they rowed without intermis- 
sion. The smoke usually occupied five or ten minutes, 
after which they pulled again for two hours more, and so 
on. While travelling in boats, it ia only allowable to put 
ashore for breakfast ; so, about noon, we had a cold din- 
ner in the boat : and, with appetites sharpened by expo- 
sure to the &esh air, we enjoyed it pretty well. 

In a couple of days we branched off into 9teel River, 
and begui ita ascent. The current here was more rajud 
than in Hayes River ; so rapid, indeed, that, our oars 
being useless, we were obliged to send the men ashore 
with the tracking line. Tracking, as it is called, is 
dreadfully harassing work. Half of the crew go ashore, 
and drag the boat slowly along, while the other half go 
to sleep. After an hour's walk, the others then take 
their turn ; and so on, alt«ruately, during ^ whole 
day. 

The banks of the river were high, and very precipi- 
tous; so that the poor fellows had to scrunble along, 
sometimes close to the water's edge, and sometimes high 
up the bank, on ledges so narrow that they could scarcely 
find a footing, and where they looked like flies on a wall. 
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The banks, too, being composed of clay or mad, were 
yerj soft, rendering the work disagreeable and tiresome; 
but the light-hearted voyageurs seemed to be quite in 
their element, and laughed and joked while they toiled 
along, playing tricks with each other, and plunging occa- 
sionally up to the middle in mud, op-to the neck in water, 
with as much nonchalance as if they were jumping into 
bed. 

On the fifth day after leaving York Factory, we ar- 
rived at the Kock Portage. This is the first on the route, 
and it is a very short one. A perpendicular water&ll, 
eight or ten feet high, forms an effectual barrier to the 
upward progress of the boats by water ; so that the only 
way to overcome the difficulty, is to carry every thing 
across the fiat rock, &om which the portage derives its 
name, and reload at the upper end. 

Upon arnving, a novel and animating scene took place. 
Some of the men, jumping ashore, rim briskly to and fro, 
with enormous burdens on their backs ; whilst others 
hauled and pulled the' heavy boats slowly up the cataract, 
hallooing and shouting all the time, as if they wished to 
drown the tlmndering noise of the water, which boiled 
and hissed furiously around the rocks on which we stood. 
In about half an bonr our boat, and one or two others, 
had passed the falls ; and we {ovjceeded merrily on our 
way, with spirits elevated in proportion to the elevation 
of our bodies. 

It was here that I kiUed my first duck ; and well do I 
remember the feeling of pride with which I contemplated 
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the acMerement. That I had shot her sitting abont five 
yards from the muzzle of my gun, which was loaded with 
an enormous charge of shot, is undeniable ; but this did 
not lessen my exultation a whit. The sparrows I used to 
kill in days of yore, with inexpresdble dehght, grew 
" small by degrees " and comicdly less, before the plnmp 
inhabitant of the marshes, till they dwindled into nothing ; 
and, in short, the joy and fuss with which I hiuled the 
destruction of the unfortunate bird can only be compared 
to, and equalled by, the crowing and flurry with which a 
hen is accustomed to announce the production of her first 

egg- 

During the voyage, we often disturbed large flocks of 
geese, and sometimes shot a few. When we chanced to 
come within sight of one before they saw ua, the boats all 
put ashore ; and L'Esperance, our guide, went round 
through the bushes, to the place where they were, and 
seldom foiled in rendering at least one of the flock Aor« 
<iti combat. At first I would as soon have volunteered to 
shoot a lion in Afiica, with a Bnshman beude me, as have 
presumed to attempt to kill geese, while L'Esperance 
w;as present, — so poor an opinion had I of my skill as a 
marksman ; but, as I became more accustomed to seeing 
them killed, I waxed bolder ; and at last, one day, having 
come in sight of a flock, I begged to be allowed to try 
my hand. The requ^t was granted ; L'Esperance lent 
me Mb gun, and away I went cautiously through the 
bushes. After a short walk, I came close to where they 
were swimming about in the water ; and cocking my gun. 
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I rushed furiously down the bulk, bret&ing every thing 
before me, and tumbling over baUWb-dozen fallen trees in 
my haste, till I cleared the bush^ ; aad then, s(»rcdy 
t^ing time to raise the gnn to my shoulder, banged right 
iato the middle of the flock, just as they were taking wing. 
AU rose ; bnt they had not gone &• when (me began to 
waver a little, and finally sat down in the water ^fun — 
a sure sign of being badly wounded. Before the boats 
came up, however, he had swum to the opposite hank, 
and hid himself among the bushes ; so that, much to my 
disappointment, I had not the pleasure of b a n ijling this 
new trophy of my prowess. 

Upon one occasion, while sanntering along the banks 
of the river, in search of ducks and geese, while the boatB 
were slo#ly ascending agiunst the strong current, I hap- 
pened to cast my eyes across the stream, and there, to 
my amazement, beheld a large black bear bounding over 
the rocks with the ease and a^ty of a cat. He was 
not within shot, however, and I was obliged to content 
myself with seeing him run before me for a quarter of a 
mile, and then turn off into the forest. 

This was truly the happiest time I ever spent in tiie 
Nor'-West. Every thing was full of novelty and exdte- 
ment. Ba^ succeeded rapid, and port^e followed 
portege, in endless succession — giving me abundance of 
opportunities to range about in search of ducks and 
geese, which were very numerous, while the men were 
dragging the boats, and carrying the goods over the 
portages. The weather was beautiful, and it was just the 



Dig,: .=^:i by Google 



80 HUDSON'S BAY. 

seaBDQ of the year when the slight frost in the morning^ 
and eveiuiigB renders the blazjng camp-fire agreeable, 
and destroys those little wretches, the moequitoes. My 

fi-iend Mr C was a kind and indulgent companitm, 

bearing good-natnredly with my boyish pranks, and 
cautioning me agiunst running into danger. I had just 
left home and the restraint of school, and was now enter- 
ing upon a wild and romantic career. In short, every 
thing combined to render tins a most ^reeable and 
interesting voyage. I have spent many a day <^ amuse- 
ment and excitement in the country, bat on none can I 
look back with so much pleasure as on the time spent in 
this journey to Red River. 

The scenery through which we passed was pretty and 
romantic, but there was nothing grand about it. The 
country generally was low and swampy ; the highest 
ground being the banks of the river, which sometimeB 
rose to from sixty to seventy feet. Our progress in Hill 
River was slow and tedious, owing to the number of 
rapids encountered on the way. The hill from which 
the river derives its name, is a small insignificant mound, 
and owes its importance to the fiatness of the stirrounding 
country. 

Be^des the larger wild-fowl, small birds of many kinds 
were very numerous. The most curious, and at the same 
time the most impudent, among the latter, were the 
whisky-jacks ; they always hovered round us at break- 
fast, ready to snap up any thing that came within their 
reach, advancing sometimes to within a yard or two of our 
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feet, and looking «t us vim a rery comical expreauon of 
ootmteiuuice. One of the men told me that he had oftea 
caoght them in his hand, with a piece of pemiciui for a 
bait ; so, one morning after breakfast, I went a little to 
one aide of our camp, and cOTering my face with leares, 
extended my hand with a few crumbs in the open palm. 
In five minutes a whisky-jack jumped upon a branch orer 
my head, and after reconnoitring a minute or so, lit upon 
my hand, and began to breakfast forthwith. Tou may be 
sure the trap was not long in going off ; and the Bcreeching 
Mr Jack set up, on finding my fingers firmly closed upon 
hifi toes, was tremendous. I never saw a more passionate . 
little creature in my life : it screamed, struggled, and Int 
nncea^ngly, until I let it go ; and even then, it Ugbted on 
a tree close by, and looked at me as impudently as ever. 
The same day I observed that when the men were ashore, 
the whisky-jacks used to eat out of the pemican bags left 
in the boats ; so I lay down close to one, under cover of a 
hufialo skin, and in three minutes had made prisoner of 
another of these little inhabitants of the forest They are 
of a bluish-gray colour, and nearly the size of a black> 
bird, but they are such a bundle of feathers, that when 
plucked they do not look much lai^er than a sparrow. 
They live apparency on animal food(at least, they are very 
fond of it,) and are not considered very agreeable eating. 
We advanced very slowly up Hill River. Sometimes, 
after a day of the most toilsome exertions, during tidiioh 
the men were constantly pushing the boats up long rapids, 
with poles, at a very slow pace, we found ourselves only 
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four or .five mileB ahead of the last nigbt'-B encunpment. 
Ab we ascended higher up the countrj', howeyer, b-aTelliiig 
became more easy. Sometimes small lakes and tranquil 
TiTers allowed us to use the oars, and even occaraonally 
the . sails, when a puff of fair wind arose. Occasionally 
we were sweeping rapidly across the placid water ; an<Hi, 
buffetmg with, and advancing against, the foaming current 
of a powerful river, whose raging torrent seemed to bid 
defiance to our farther progress : now dragging boats and 
cargoes over rocks, and through the deep shades of the 
forest, when a waterfall checked us on our way ; and 
again, dashing across a lake, with favouring breeze, and 
sometimes, though rarely, were wind-bound on a smaU 
islet, or point of land. 

Our progress was slow, hut full of interest, novelty, 
and amusement. My fellow travellers seemed to enjoy 

the voyage very much, and even poor Mrs G , to 

whom hardships were new, liked it exceedingly. 

On our way we passed Oxford House, a small outpost 
of York Factory district. It is built on the brow of a 
grassy hUl, which rises gradually from the margin of 
Oxford Lake. Like most of the posts in the country, it 
is composed of a collection of wooden houses, built in 
the form of a square, and surrounded by tall stockades, 
pointed at the tops. These, however, are more for 
ornament than defence. A small flag-staff towers above 
the biuldings, from which, upon the occasion of an arn- 
val, a httle red Hudson's Bay Company's Sa^ waves its 
tiny folds in the gentle current of an evening breeze. 
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There were only two or three men at ^e place ; aod not 
a, human b^g, Bave one or two wandering Indians, was 
to be found within hundreda of miles of this desolate 
spot 

After a sta; here of abont half-an-hour, we proceeded 
■on our way. 

Few things are more beautiful or delightful than cross- 
ing a l^e in the woods, on a lovely morning at sunrise. 
The brillisJit sun, rising in a flood of light, pierces throng 
the thin haze of morning, converting the countless my- 
riads of dew-drops that hang on tree and bush, into 
sparkling diamonds, and burnishing the motionless flood 
of water, till a new and mighty firmament is reflected in 
the wave — as if Nature, rising early from her couch, 
paused to gaze with admiration on her resplendent 
image, reflected in the depths of her own matchless mir- 
ror. The profound stillness, too, broken only by the 
measured sweep of the oars, fills the soul with awe; 
whilst a tranquil but unbounded happiness steals over 
the heart of the traveller, as he gazes out upon the dis- 
tant horizon, broken here and there by small verdant 
islets, floating as it were in (ur. He wanders back, 
in thought, to Eeu* distant climes, or wishes, mayhap, 
that it were pos^ble to dwell in scenes like this with 
. those he loves, for ever, 

As the day advances, Hie scene, though slightly chang- 
ed, is still most beautiful. The increadng heat, dispelling 
the mbts, reveals, in all its beauty, the deep blue sky 
speckled with thin fleecy clouds ; and, imparting a genial 
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warmth to tlie body, creates a sympathetic glow in 
the soul, Flocks of snow-white gulls sail in gracefnl 
erolutions round the boats, dipping lightly in the water 
as if to kiss their reflected images, and, rising suddenly 
in long rapid flights, monnt in circles up high above the 
tranquil world into the azure sky, till small white specks 
idoae are Timble in the distance. Up, up they rise, on 
Bportive wing, till the straining eye can no longer dis- 
tingoish them, and they are gone I 

Ducks, too, whirr past in rapid fli^t, steering wide of 
the boats, and again bending in long graceful curves into 
their course. The sweet plaintive cry of the whip-poor- 
will rings along the shore, and the faint answer pf his 
mate floate over the li^e, mellowed by distance to a 
long tiny note. The ur is motionless as the water, and 
the enraptured eye gazes in dreamy enjoyment on all 
that is lovely and peaceful in nature. 

These are the pleasures of travelling in the wilderness. 
Let us change the picture. 

The sun no longer shines upon the tranquil scene. 
Dark, heavy clouds obscure the sky ; a suffocating heat 
depresses the spirits and enervates the frame; sharp, 
short gusts of wind now ruffle the inky waters, and the 
floating islands ank into inrngnificance, as the deceptive 
haze which elevated them flies before the approaching 
storm. The ducks are gone, and the .phuntive notes of 
the whip-poor-will are hushed as the increasing In'eeze 
rustles the leafy drapery of the forest. The gulls wheel 
round still, but in more rapid and oncerttun flight, accom- 
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ptmying their motions with shrill and monmM cries, 
like the dismal vulings of the spirit of the storm. A 
few drops of r^ patter on the boats, or plump like 
stones into the water, and the distant melancholy growl 
of thunder swells upon the coming gale. Uneasy glances 
are cast, ever and anon, towards clouds and shore, imd 
gnunbling sentences are uttered by the men. Sudd^y 
a hisfflug sound is heard : a loud clap of thunder growls 
over-head, and the gale, dashing the white spray wildly 
before it, rushes down upon the boats. 

"A tetrel 5 terrel" shout the men. The boats are 
tamed towards the shore, and the bending oars creak 
and groan as they pull swiftly on. Hiss! whirr 1 the 
gale bursts forth, dashing clouds of spray into the air ; 
twisting and curling the foaming water in it« fury. The 
thunder crashes with fearlul noise, and the lightning 
gleams in fitfijl lurid streaks across the inky sky. Pre- 
sently the shore is guned, amid a deluge of rain which 
saturates erery thing with water in a few minutes. The 
tents are pitdied, but the fires will scarcely bum, and 
are at last allowed to go out. The men seek shelter 
under the oiled cloths of the boats ; while the travellers, 
rolled ap in damp blankets, witJi the rain oozing through 
the tents upon their couches, gaze mournfully upon the 
dism^ scene, and ponder sadly on the shortness of the 
step between happiness and misery. 

Nearly eighteen days after we left York Factory, we 
arrived in safety at the depAt of Norway House. 

This fort is built at the mouth of a sm&U and slug- 
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^sh Btream, knovn by the name of Jack Biver. The 
houses are ranged in the form of a BC|uare ; none of them 
exceed one storey in height, and most of them are white- 
washed. The ground on which it Btands is rocky, and a 
small garden, composed chiefly of sand, juts out from the 
stockades like a strange excrescence. A large, rugged 
mass of rocks rises up between the fort and Playgreen 
Lake, which stretches out to the horizon on the other 
side of them. On the top of these rocks stands a flag- 
staff, as a beacon to guide the traveller ; for Norway 
House is so ingeniously hid in a hollow that it cannot 
be seen from the lake till the boat abnost touches the 
wharf. 

On the left side of the building extends a flat, grassy 
park, or green, upon which, during the summer months, 
there is often a picturesque and interesting scene. 
Spread- out to dry in the sun, may be seen the snowy 
tent of the chief factor, lately arrired ; a little farther 
off, on. the rising ground, stands a dark and almost 
imperceptible wigwam, the small wreath of white smoke 
issuing &om the top proving that it is inhabited; on the 
river bank, three or four boats and a north canoe are 
hauled up ; and just above them a number of sunburnt 
voyagenrs and a few Indians amuse themselves with 
vanoas games, or recline upon the grass, basking in the 



Behind the fort stretches the thick forest, its outline 
broken here and there by cuttings of firewood or small 
clearings for fanning. 
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Such waa Norway House in 1841. The' rocks wera 
crowded when we arrived, and wg received a hearty 

welcome from Mr R , (the chief factor in charg'e) 

and his amiable family. As it was too Ute to proceed 
any farther that day, we determined to renuun here all 
night. 

From the rocks bef(H^ mentioned, on which the flag- 
staff stands, we had a fine view of Playgreeu I^ke. 
There was nothing striking or bold in the scene, the 
country being low and swampy, and no hills rose on tlis 
bomon, or cast their shadows on the lake ; but it was 
pleasing and tranquil, and enlivened by one or two boats 
sailing about on the water. 

We spent an i^eeable evening, and early on the 
following morning started i^dn on our journey, having 
received an agreeable addition to our party in the persw 

of Miss Jessie R , second daughter of Mr R , 

from whom we had jost parted. 

On the evening of the first day after our departure 
from Norway House, we encamped on the shores of 
Lake Winipeg. This immense body of fresh water is 
about three hundred miles long by about fifty broad. 
The shores are generally flat and uninterestingi and the 
water shallow ; yet here and there a few pretty spots 
may be seen at the head of a small bay or inlet, where 
the ground is a httle more elevated and fertile. 

Nothing particular occurred during our voyage along 
the shores of the lake, except that we hoisted our sails 
oftener to a favourable breeze, and had a good de^ more 
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night traTelling th&n heretofore. In abont five days 
after leaving Norway House we arriyed at the month of 
Red EJTer ; and a very swampy, sedgy, flat-looking 
mouth it was, covered with tall buUnishes and swarming 
with water-fowl. The hanks, too, were low and swMnpy ; 
but, as we ascended, tiiey gradually became more woody 
and elevated, till we arrived at the Stone fort — twenty 
miles up the river — ^where they were tolerably high. 

A few miles below this we passed an Indian settle- 
ment, the cultivated fields and white houses of whicb« 
with the church spire in the midst, quite reft^shed our 
eyes, after being so long accustomed to the gloomy 
shades of the primeval forest. 

The Stone fort is a substantial fortification, surrounded 
by high walls and flanked with bastions, and has a fine 
appearance from tiie river. It was not garrisoned, how- 
ever, but we found it under the charge of Mr B , 

the Hudson's Bay Company's agent. 

Here my friend and fellow-traveller Mr C , hear- 
ing of his wife's illness, left us, tmd proceeded up the 
settlement on horseback. The missionaries also left the 
boats a little &rther up, and I was left alone to be rowed 
slowly to Fort Garry, nearly twenty miles fkrther op ^ 
river. 

The river banks were Hned a3l the way t^ong with the 
houses and farms of the colonists, which had a thriving, 
cleanly appearance ; and, from the quantity of live stock 
in the farm-yards, tiie number of pigs along the banks, 
and the healthy appearance of the children who ran out 
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of the cottages to gaze apon aa we passed, I inferred that 
the settlers generally were well to do in the world. 

The honses of some of the more wealthy inhahitante 
were very baodsome-looking buildings, particularly that 
of Mr M'Allnm, where, in a few hours, I landed. This 
gentleman is the superintendent of the Red BJver Aca- 
demy, where the children of the wealthier coloniste, 
and those of the gentlemen belonging to the Hudson's 
Bay Company, are instructed in the Tarions branches of 
English literature, and made to comprehend how the 
world was convulsed in days of yore by the mighty 
deeds of the heroes of ancient Greece and Home. 

Here I was h(Kipitably treated to an excellent and 
meet classical breakfast, and then proceeded on foot 

mth Mr C (who rejoined me here) to Fort Garry, 

which lay about two miles distant. Upon arriving, I was 
introduced to Mr Fihlayson, the chief &ctor in charge, 
who received me very kindly, and introduced me to my 
fellow-clerks m the office. Thus terminated my first 
iiJand jomvey. 
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CHAPTER V. 



Rbd RivBB settlement is, to use a high-flown erpreaskm, 
an oasis in the desert; and may be likened to a spot 
apon the moon, or a solitary ship upon the oceaji. In 
plfun English, it is an isolated settlement on the bordeo^ 
of one of the vast pr^ea of North America. 

It is situated partly on the banks of Red Eiyer, uid 
partly on the banks of a smaller stream called the Aesi- 
naboine, in latitude 50", and extends upwards of fifty 
miles along the banks of these two streams. 

The country around it is a vast treeless prairie, upon 
which scarcely a shrub is to be seen ; but a thick coat of 
grass covers it throughout its entire extent, with the 
exception of a few spots, where the hollowness of the 
ground has collected a little moisture, or the meandering 
of some smaU stream or rivulet enriches the soil, aod 
covers it banks with verdant shrubs and trees. 

The banks of the Red and Asunaboine rivers are 
covered with a thick belt of woodland, which does not, 
however, extend far back into the plains. It is com- 
posed of oak, poplar, willows, &c., the first of which is 
much used for firewood by the settlers. The larger tim- 
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ber in &e adjacent iroods is Oms being rapidl; thinned, 
and, ere long, the inhabitants will have to raft their fire- 
wood down the riTers from a considerable distance. 

The settlers are a mixture of French Canadiuis, Scotch- 
men, and Indians. The first of these occupy the upper 
part of the settlement ; the second lire near the middle ; 
and the Indians inhabit a village at its lower extremity. 

There are four Protestant churches ; the upper, middle, 
and lower churches, and one at the Indian settlement. 
The upper and middle churches were, in 1841, under 
the superintendence of the Kgt. Mr Cockran and tlie 
Rev. Mr Cowley; while the lower and Indian churches 
were intrusted to the care of the Rev. Mr Smithurst, 
who had also the entire management of the Inchan vil- 
lage, where be discharged his duties ze^ously, and was 
looked upon by the poor natives as a father. Mr Cock- 
ran was umversfdly respected by aU classes, for the 
exemplary manner in which he discharged his arduous 
duties, and for his boundless generosity. There are 
also two Roman Catholic chapels, some priests, and a 
Roman Catholic bishop, resident in the colony. There 
are one or two schools, the principal being, as before 
mentioned, under the superintendence of Mr M'Allum, 
who baa since been ordained by the Bishop of Montreal, 
during that prelate's viat to Red River. 

For the preservation of the peace, and the punishment 
of evil-doers, a Recorder and body of magistrates are 
provided, who assemble every quarter at Fort Garry, 
the seat of the court-house, for the purpose of redressing 
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vrongs, ptmishing crimes, giving good adnce, imd eating 
an excellent dinner at the Company's table. There waa 
once, also, a body of policemen ; but, strange to say, 
they irere cboseD from among the most turbulent of the 
settlers, and were never expected to be on duty except 
when a riot took place ; tjie policemen tliemselves gene- 
rally being the ringleaders on those occaaons, it may be 
supposed they did not materially asmt m qudling dis- 
turbances. Since I left the colony, however, troops have 
been sent out &om Britain, so that the law will now be 
enforced, and, consequently, respected. 

The Scotch and Indian settlers cultivate wheat, bar- 
ley, and Indian corn in abundance, for which the only 
market is that afforded by the Company, the more 
wealthy settlers, and retired chief factors. This market, 
however, is a poor one, and in years of plenty the set^ 
tiers find it difficult to dispose of their surplus prodace. 
Wild fruits of various descriptions are abundant, and the 
gardens are well stocked with vegetables. The settlera 
have plenty of sheep, pigs, poultry, and homed cattle ; 
and there is scarcely a man in the place who does not 
drive to church on Sundays in his own cariole — a vehicle 
depicted below in a vigorout mamier. 
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Red Biver is rather a populous place ; the census 
taken in 1843 proved It to contun upwards of 5000 
souls, and ednce then it has been rapidly increasiiig. 

There is a paper currency in the settlement, which 
obviates the necessity of having coin tdoat. Enghsh 
pence and half-pence, howerer, are plentiful The lowest 
pa{)er note is one shilling sterling, the next fiye shillings, 
and the highest twenty shillings. The Canadian settlers 
and half-breeds are employed, dm^g the greater part of 
the year, in trarelling with the Company's boats, and 
in buffalo hunting. The Scotch settlers are chiefly far- 
mers, tradesmen, and merchants. 

The rivers, which are crossed in wooden canoes, in 
the absence of bridges, are well stocked with fish. The 
principal kinds are goldeyes, sturgeon, and catfish. Of 
these I think the goldeyes the best, at any rate they are 
the most numerous. The wild animals inhabiting the 
woods and prairies are much the same as in the othef 
parts of N^ortli America, viz. wolves, foxes, brown and 
black bears, martens, minx, musquash, rabbits, &c. ; 
while the woods are filled with game, the marshes and 
ponds with ducks, geese, swans, cranes, and a host of 
other water-fowL 

Red Eiver was first settled upon by the fur-traders, 
who established a trading post many years ago on its 
banks ; but it did not assume the character of a colony 
till 1811, when Lord Selkirk sent out a number of emi- 
grante to form a settlement in the wild reji^ons of the 
North-West. Norwegians, Danes, 8cot«h, and Irish, 
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composed the motley crew; but the great bulk of the 
colomsts then, as at the present time, consisted of Scotch- 
men and Canadians. Unlike other settlements in a wild 
country inhabited by Indians, the infant colony hsA few 
difficulties to contend with at the outset. The Indians 
were friendly, and had become accustomed to white men 
from their previous contact, for many years, with the 
serruits of the Hudson's Bay Company ; so, with the ex- 
ception of one or two broils among themselves and other 
fur-traders, the colonists plodded peacefully along. On 
one occasion, however, the Hudson's Bay Company and 
the Korth-West Company, who were long at enmity with 
each other, had a sharp skirmish, in which Mr Semple, 
then Governor of the Hudson's Bay Company, was killed, 
and a number of his men were killed and wounded. The 
whole affair originated very foolishly. A body of men 
had been observed from the walls of Fort Garry, travel- 
ling past tbe fort, and as Governor Semple was not sure 
of their intentions, he saUied forth with a few men to 
intercept them, and demand their objeot. The Korth- 
West party, on seeing a body of men coming towards 
them from the fort, halted till they came up ; and Cnth- 
bert Grant, who was in command, asked what they 
wanted. Governor Semple required to know where 
they were going; being answered in a surly manner, 
an altercation took place between the two parties, (of 
which the North-West was by far the stronger,) in the 
middle of which, a shot was unfortunately £red by one 
of the Hudson's Bay party. It was never known who 
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fired thiB shot, and maaj believe that it was discharged 
acddentally ; at any rate, no one waa injured by it The 
moment the report was heard, a volley was fired by the 
North-Westers upon the Hudson's Bay party, which 
killed a few, and wounded many ; among the latter was 
■Governor Scmple. Cnthbert Grant did bis utmost to 
keep back the fierce half-castes under his command, but 
without avail ; and at last, seeing that this was impos- 
sible, he stood over the wounded Semple, and endea- 
voured to defend him. In this he succeeded for some 
time, but a shot &om behind at last took efiect in the 
unfortunate Governor's body, and killed him. After 
-this, the remainder of his party fled to the fort, and the 
victorious haJf-breeda pursued their way. 

During the time that these two companies opposed 
each other, the country was in a state of constant tor- 
moil and excitement. Personal conflicts with fists, be- 
tween the men — and, not un&equently, the gentlemen 
— of the opposing parties, were of the commonest occur- 
rence, and frequently more deadly weapons were resorted 
to. Spirits were diBtribut«d among the wretched natives 
to a dreadful extent, and the scenes that sometimes en- 
sued were disgusting in the extreme. Amid all this, 
however, strat^em was more frequently resorted to 
than open violence by the two companies, in their endea- 
vours to prevent each other from procuring furs from the 
Indians. Men were constantly kept on the look-out for 
parties of natives returning from hunting expeditions ; 
and those who could arrive first at the encampment. 
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alirays carried off the furs. The Indians did not care 
which company got them ; " first come, first served," was 
the order of the day ; and both were equally welcome, 
provided they broaght plenty of fire-wtAer, 

Although the mdividuals of tlie two companies were 
thiu ahnost fUwaye at enmity at the forts, strange to say, 
they olten acted in the most friendly manner to each 
otber, and (except when furs were in question) more 
a^eeable or friendly neighbours seldom came together 
than the Hudson's Bay and North-West Companies, 
when tliey planted th^ forts (which they often did) 
within two hundred yards of each other, in the wilds of 
North America, The clerks and kbonrers of the oppos- 
ing establishments constajitly visited each other, and 
during the Christmas and New-Year's holidays, parties 
and balls were given without number. Dances, however, 
were not confined entirely to the holidays ; but when- 
ever one was given at lui unusual time, it was generally 
for the purpose of drawing the attention of the enter- 
tained party from some movement of their entertainers. 

Thus, upon one occasion the Hudson's Bay Company's 
look-out reported that be had discovered the tracks of 
Indians in the snow, and that be thought they had just 
returned from a hunting expedition. No sooner was this 
beard, than a grand ball was given to the North- West 
Company. Great preparations were made ; the men, 
dressed in their newest capotes and gaudiest hat-cords, 
vifflted each other, and nothing was thought of or talked 
of but the balL The evening came, and vrith it the 
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gaeAta ; and sooa might be Keard within the fort sooDds 
of merriment and revelry, as they danced, in lively 
mefuiures, to a Scottish reel, played by some native 
fiddler upon a viohn of his own construction. Withont 
the gates, however, a very different scene met the eye. 
Down in a hollow, where the lofty trees and dense 
underwood threw a shadow on the ground, a knot of 
men might he seen, mufSed in their leathern coats and 
fur caps, hurrying to and fro with bundles on their backs 
and snow-shoes under their arms ; packing and tying 
them firmly on trains of dog-aledges, which stood, with 
the dogs ready harnessed, in the i^adow of the bushes. 
The men whispered e^erly and hurriedly to each other, 
as they packed their goods, while others held the dogs, 
and patted them to keep them quiet ; evidently showing, 
that whatever was their object, expedition and secrecy 
were necessary. Soon all was in readiness : the bells, 
which usually tinkled on the dogs' necks, were unhooked 
and packed in the sledges — an active-looking man sprang 
forward and set off at a round trot over the snow, and 
a ungle crack of the whip sent four sledges, each with a 
t«un of four or five dogs, after him, while two other men 
brought up the rear. For a time the muffled sound of 
the sledges was heard as they slid over the snow, while 
now and then the whine of a dog broke upon the ear, as 
the impatient drivers urged them along. Gradually these 
Bounds died away, and nothing was heard but the faint 
echoes of music and mir^, which floated on the frosty 
night-wind, giving token that the revellers still kept up 
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the dance, and were ignorant of the departure of Ae 
trwis. 

Late on the following day the Kor'-West scouts re- 
ported the party of Indians, and soon a set of sleighs 
departed from the fort with loudly ringing bells. After- 
a long day's march of forty miles, they reached the en- 
campment, where they found all the Indians dead drunk, 
and not a skin, not oTen the remnant of a musquash, 1^ 
to repay them for their trouble I Then it was that they 
discoTered the ruse of the ball, and vowed to have thedr 
rerenge. , 

Opportunity was not long wanting. Soon after this 
occurrence one of their parties met a Hudson's Bay 
trMn on its way to trade with the Indians, of whom they 
also were in searcb. They exchanged compliments with 
each other; and as the day was rery cold, proposed 
lighting a fire and taking a dram together. Soon fiye 
or six goodly trees yielded to their Tigorous blows, and 
fell crashing to the ground ; and in a few minutes one of 
the party, lighting a sulphur match with his flint and 
steel, set fire to a huge pile of logs, which crackled and 
burned furiously, sending up clouds of sparks into the 
wintry sky, and casting a warm tinge upon the snow and 
the sorrounding trees. The canteen was quickly pro- 
duced, and they told their stories and adventures, while 
the liquor mounted to their brains. The Nor'-Westers, 
however, after a little time, spiled their grog on the 
snow, unperceived by the others, so that they kept toler- 
ably sober, while their rivals became very much elevated ; 
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uid at laat they began boasting of their superior powers 
of drinkiDg, and, as a proof, each of them swallowed a 
large bumper. The Hudson's Bay party, who were 
nearly dead drunk by this time, of couree followed ihesr 
example, and almost instantly fell in a heavy sleep oa 
ihe snow. In ten minutes more they were tied finnly 
upon their sledges, and the dogs being turned home- 
wards, away they went strfugbt for the Hudson's Bay 
tort, where they soon afW arrived, the men still sound 
asleep ; while the Nor'-Weatera started for the Indian 
camp, and, thb time at least, had the furs all to them- 
selves. 

Such were the scenes that took pla^e thirty years ago 
in the northern wilderaeasea of America. Since then, 
the two companies have joined, retaining the name of 
tiie richer and more powerful of the two, the " Hudson's 
Bay Company." Spirits were still imported after the 
junction ; but of late years they have been dispensed 
widi throughout the country, except at the colony of 
Red Itiver, and the iew posts where opposition is carried 
on by the American fur companies ; so that now the 
poor savi^e no longer grovels in the dust of his native 
wilderness under the influence of the white man's fire- 
water ; and the stranger who travels through those wild 
romantic regions no longer beholds the humiliating 
scenes, or hears of the frightful crimes, which were seen 
and heard of too often in former days, and which always 
have been, and always must be prevalent wherever spiri- 
tuous liquors, the great curse of mankind, are plentiful : 
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and ]xirdciilarly where, aa in ib&t country, the wjld 
iiiliabitaiite fear do la^, human or diyine. 

In the year 1826, Red River oyerflowed ite banta and 
flooded the whole settlement, obliging the settlers to 
forsake their bouses, and drive their horses and cattle to 
the trifling eminences in the immediate vicinity. These 
eminences were few and very small, so that during the 
flood they presented a curious appewauce, being crowded 
with men, women, and children, horses, cattle, sheep, ami 
poultry. The houses being made of wood, and only built 
on the ground, not sunk into it, were carried away by 
dozens, and great numbers of horses and cattle were 
drowned. During the time it lasted, the settlers sailed 
and paddled among then- houses in boats and canoes; 
and often lately, while ranging about the prairies, haSi 
the settler pointed out to me, among the waving grass 
and verdant bushes, Uie spot where he dwelt in hia tent, 
and paddled about the deep waters in his canoe in the 
" year of the flood." This way of speaking has » 
strangely antedUnvian sound ; the hale, middle-^ed 
colonist will tell you, with a ludicrously grave counte- 
nance, that bis house stood on such a spot, or mch and 
such an event happened, " a year before tkejlood." 

Fort Garry, the principal establishment of the Hud- 
son's Bay Company, stands on the banks of the Assina- 
boine river, about two hundred yards irom its junction 
with Red River. It is a square stone building, with 
bastions pierced for cannon at the comers. The prii^ 
cipal dwelling-houses, stores, and offices, are built withia 
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ffae walls, and the stablea at a small distance from the 
fort. The Bituation is pretty and quiet; but the siir- 
roanding country is too flat for the lover of the grand and 
picturesque. Just in front of the gate runs or rather 
gHdes the peaceful Assinaboine, where, on a fine day in 
autumn, may be seen thousands of goldeyes playing in 
its limpid waters, and glittering in the sunshine. 

On the left extends the woodland frin^ng the rirer, 
with here and there a clump of smaller trees and willows 
surrounding the swamps formed by the melting snows 
of spring, where flocks of wild-ducks and noisy plover 
give animation to the scene, while, through the openings 
in the forest, are seen glimpses of the rolling prairie. 
Down in the hollow, where the stables stand, are always 
to be seen a few horses and cows, feeding or lazily chew- 
ing their cud in the rich pasturage, giving an £ur of repose 
to the scene, which contrasts forcibly with the view of 
the wide plains that roll eut like a vast green sea from 
tbe back of the fort, studded here and there with little 
islets and hillocks, around which may be seen hovering a 
watchful hawk or solitary raven. 

The climate of Bed Biver is salubrious and agreeable. 
Winter commences about the month of November, and 
spnng generally begins in April. Although the winter is 
Tery long and extremely cold, (the thermometer usually 
rarying between ten and thirty degrees below zero,) yet, 
from it« being always dry frost, it is much more agreeable 
than people accustomed to the damp thawy weather of 
Great Britain might suppose. 
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Winter la here the liveliest season of the y^ear. It is 
then that the irild, demi-savage colonist leads the hlushing 
half-breed girl to the altar, and the country about his 
house rings with the music of the sleigh bells, aa his 
friends assemble to congratulate the happy pair, and 
dance for three successive days. It is at this-season the 
hardy voy^eurs rest from their toils, and, circling round 
the blazing tire, recount many a tale of danger, and paint 
many a wild romantic scene of their long and tedious 
voy^es among the lakes and rapids of the interior;' 
while their wives and children gaze with breathless in- 
terest upon their Bwarthy sun-burnt faces, lighted up 
with animation as they recall the scenes of other days, 
or, with low and solemn voice, relate the death of a &iend 
and fellow Toyf^eur who perished among the foatning 
cataracts of the wilderness. 

During the summer months there are often very severe 
thnnder-storms, accompanied with tremeudous showers 
of hail, which do great mischief to the crops and houses. 
The hailstones are of an enormous size, upwards of an 
inch in diameter ; and on two or three occadons they 
broke all the windows in Fort Qarry that were exposed 
to the storm. 

Generally speaking, however, the weather is serene 
and calm, paiiacularly in autumn, and during the de- 
licious season pecuhar to America called the Indian 
summer, which precedes the commencement of winter. 

The scenery of Red River, as I smd before, is neither 
grand nor picturesque, yet, when the sun shines brightly 
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OD the waving grass, and glitters on the ailver stream, 
uid when the distant aad varied cries of wild-fowl break 
in plaintive cadence on the ear, one experiences a sweet 
exulting happiness, akin to the feelings of the sailor when 
he gazes forth at earl^ morn upon the polbhed surface 
of the sleeping sea. 

Such is Red River, and such the scenes on which I 
ga>zed in wonder, as I rode by the side of my friend and 

fellow clerk, M'K , on the evening of my arrival at 

my new home. Mr M'K ■ was mounted on his hand- 
some horse " Colonel," while I cantered by bis side on a 
horse that afterwards bore me over many a mile of 
pnurie land. It is not every day that one has an oppor- 
tonity of deHcribing a horae like the one I then rode, so 
the reader will be pleased to have a little patience while 
I draw his portnut. In the lirat place, then, his name 
was " Tftureau," which, being interpreted, means pemi- 
<xm; tdthough, wherein consisted his resemblance to 
peinican, I know not, unless indeed in this, that his good 
qualities did not become appiu-ent at first sight. He was 
of a moderate height, of a brown colour, and had the 
general outhnes of a horse, when viewed as that animal 
might be supposed to appear if reflected from tiie depths 
of a bad looking-glass. His chief peculiarity was the 
great height of his hind-quarters. In youth they had 
outgrown the fore-quarters, so that, upon a level road, 
you had all the advant^es of riding down-hill. He 
cantered delightfully, trotted badly, walked slowly, and 
upon fdl and every occasion evinced a resolute pig- 



Dig,^ .^^^ih, Google 



104 hussoh's bat. 

headedcess, fuid a et^ong dinndinatMn to aocommodate 
his will to that of his rider. He was decidedly porcise 
in bis diepomtioDj rer; pleb^aa in his maanersj and 
doubtless also in his sentiments. 

Such was the Bucephalus upon which I took my first 
ride oyer the Red River prairie ; now swaying to and 
fro on his back as we galloped over the ground, anon 
etotting, in the manner of a recruit in a cavalry re^- 
ment as yet unaccustomed to the saddle, when he trotted 
on the beaten track ; and occasionally, to the immense 

delight of M'K , seizing tight hold of the saddle, 

as an uncertain waver in my body reminded me of Sir 
Isaac Newton's law of gravitation, and that amy rash 
departure on my part from my underttancHnff, would 
infallibly lay me prostrate on the ground. 

Soon after my arrival, I underwent the oper^on 
which my horse had undergone befcwe me, vis. that <tf 
being broken in ; the only difference being, that he wtw 
broken in to the saddle and I to the desk. It is aeedlem 
to describe the agonies I endured while ^ttiag, hour 
after hour, on a long-legged stool, my Umbe quivering 
for want of their accustomed exercise, while the twitter- 
ing of birds, barking of dogs, lowing of cows, and neigb- 
ing of horeee, seemed to invite me to join them in the 
woods. Often, as my weary pen scratched tAowlj ovw 
the paper, their voices seemed to change to hoarse dwi- 
rive Uugbter, as if they thought the little mis-shapen 
frogs croaking and whistling in the marshes, freer for 
than thur proud mastoid who co(^ themselves up m 
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saaky hooses tlie live-long day, wid call th«mselrea the 
free, oiiBluuJLled " lords of the creation I" 

1 80on became accustonied to these minor miaeries of 
human life, and ere long could sit 

From mora till n^ht 
To scratch and irrite 

VpoD a tbree-tegg'd Rhral ; 
Ncr momn the jojs 
Of truant boys 

Who Btaj awaj from school. 

There is a proverb which says, " It is a poor heart 
that neTer rejoices." !Nofr, taking it for granted that Hbe 
proTerb speaks troth, and not wishing by onr disregard 

of it to be bought poor-hearted, we, that is M'K 

and I, were in Qie habit of rejoicing our spirits oooa- 
sionaUy — not in the nanal way, by drinking brandy and 
water, (though we did sometimes, when nobody knew it, 
indulge in a glass of beer, with the red-hot poker thrust 
into it to make it fizs,) but by shouldering our guns and 
sallying forth to shoot the partridges, or rather grouse, 
which abound in the woods of Bed Biver, On these 

oooaaions M'K and I used to range the forest in 

company, enlivening our walk by chatting upon every 
sort of subject, and not unfreqneatly talking of our 
haippy homes in " bonnie Scotland," and thinking of the 
" light of other days." We seldom went out without 
bringing home a few brace of gray grouse, which were 
exceedingly tame ; so tame, indeed, that sometimes they 
did n(A take wing until two w three shots had been 
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fired. Od one occasion, after walking about for baJf an 
hour without getting a shot, we started a covey of seven, 
which aUghted upon a tree close at hand ; we instantly 
fired at the two lowest, and brought them down, while 
the others only stretched out their long necks, as if to 
see what bad happened to their comrades, but did not 
fly away. Two more were soon shot ; and while we were 
reloading our guns, the other three flew off to a neigh- 
bouring tree. In a few minutes more, they followed 
their companions, and we had bagged the whole seyen. 
This is by no means an uncommon exploit, when the 
birds are tame ; and though poor sport, yet it helps to 
fill yoiu" larder with somewhat better fiire than it would 
often contmn without such as^tance. The only thing 
that we had to aroid was, aiming at the birds on the 
higher branches, as the noise they make in faUing 
frightens those below. The expenenced sportsman al- 
ways be^ns with the lowest bird, and if they ^t still 
after the first shot, he is almost sure of the rest. 

Shooting, however, was not our only amusement : 
sometimes, on a fine evening, we used to saddle our 
horses and canter over the prairie till Red River and 
the fort were scarcely visible in the horiion ; or, follow- 
ing the cart road along the settlement, we caUed upon 
our friends and acquaintances ; returning the polite " bon 
jour" of the French settler, as he trotted past us on his 
shaggy pony, or smiling at the pretty half-caste girb, as 
they passed along the road. These same gbls, by the 
way, are generally very pretty ; they make excellent 
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wives, and are uncommonly thrifty. With beads, and 
brightly coloured porcupines' quills, and silk, they work 
the most beautiful devices on the moccasins, leggins, and 
leathern coats Trorn by the inhabitants ; and during the 
long winter months, they spin, and weave an excellent 
kind of cloth, trora the wool produced by the sheep of 
the settlement, mixed with that of the buffalo, brovight 
from the prfuries by the hunters. 

About the middle of autumn, the body of Mr Thomas 
Simpson, the unfortunate discoverer, who in company 
with Mr Dease attempted to discover the Nor'- West pas- 
sage, was brought te the settlement for burial. Poor 
Mr Simpson had set out with a party of Red River 
half-breeds, for the purpose of crossing the phuns to 8t 
Lewis, and proceeding thence through the United States 
to England. Soon after his departure, however, several 
of the party returned to the settlement, stating that Mr 
Simpson had, in a fit of insanity, kiUed two of his men 
and then shot himself, and that they had buried him on 
the spot where he fell. This story, of course, created a 
great sensation in the colony ; and as all the party gave 
the same account of the affair upon investigation, it was 
believed by many that be had committed suicide. A few, 
however, thought that he had been murdered, and had 
shot the two men in self-defence. In the autumn of 
1841, the matter was ordered to be further inquired 
Into ; and, accordingly, Dr Bunn was sent to the place 
where Mr Simpson's body had been interred, for the 
purpose of riusing and examining it. Decomposition, 
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hoTCTer, had proceeded too far ; so the body was ctia^ 
Teyed to the colony for burial, and Dr Bnim returned, 
without having discovered any thing that conid throw 
hght on the melancholy subject. 

I did not know Mr Simpson personally, but froin the 
report of those who did, it appears that, though a clever 
Mkd honourable man, he was of rather a banghty dispo- 
ution, and in consequence was very much disliked by tho 
half-breeds of Red River. I therefore think, with many 
of Mr Simpson's friends and former oompanions, that he 
did not kill himself, and that this was only a false report 
of his murderers. Besides, it is not probable that a man 
who bad jast succeeded in making important additions to 
our geographical knowledge, and who might reasonably 
expect honour and remuneration upon returning to his 
native land, would, without any known or apparent cause, 
first commit murder and then suicide. By his .melan- 
choly death the Hudson's Bay Company lost a fiuthfiil 
servant, and the world fw intelligent and enterprifflng 
man. 

Winter, according to its ancient custom, passed away, 
and spring, not with its genial gales and scented flowers, 
but with burning sun and melting snow, changed the face 
of nature, and broke the icy covering of Bed River. 
Duffle coats vanished, and a few of the half-breed settlers 
doffed their fnr caps, and donned the " bonnet rouge," 
while the more hardy and savage contented themselves 
with the bonnet noir, in the shape of their own thick 
bUck hair. Carioles still continued to run, but it was 
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merely from the force of habit, and it was erideDt they 
woold soon give np in despair. Sportsmen began to 
think of ducks and geese, fitrmers of ploughs and wbieat, 
and Toyageurs to dream of rapid streams and waterfalls, 
and of distant Toyages in light Cfuioea. 
. Immediately upon the ke on the lakes and rirers 
breaking up, we made arrangements for dispatching the 
M'Kenzie's BiTer brigade, whioh is always the first that 
learea the colony, for the purpose of conreying goods to 
M'Kenue's Biver, and carrying furs to the sea^xiast. 

Choo^g the men. for ibis long and arduous voy^e 
was an interesting scene, L'Eaperaace, the old guide, 
who bad many a day guided this brigade through the 
lakes and rivers of the interior, made bis appearance at 
the fort a day or two before the time fixed for starting ; 
and at bis heels followed a large band of wild, careless, 
bappy-looking half-breeds. Having collected in &ont of 

the office door, Mr M'K went out with a book and 

pencil in hts hand, and told L'Esperance to begin. The 
guide went a little apart from the rest, accompanied by 
the steersmen of the boats (seven or eight in number), 
and then, scanning the group of dark, athletic men who 
stood smiling before him, called out, " Pierre I" A tall, 
Herculean man answered to the call, and, stepping out 
from among the rest, stood beside bis Mend the guide. 
After this one of the steersmen chose another man ; and 
so on, till the crews of all the boats were completed. 
Th^ names were then marked down in a book, and 
they all proceeded to the tra<Kng-rooni, for the purpoee 
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of taking " advances," in the shape of shirts, tronsers, 
bonnets, caps, tobacco, knives, capotes, and all the othei 
things necessary for a long, rough journey. 
- Oa tiie day appointed for starting, the boats, to the 
number of six or seven, were loaded with goods for tiie 
interior; and the voyageurs, dressed in their nevr clothes, 
embarked, after shaking hands with, and in many cases 
embracing, their comrades on the land ; and then, ship- 
ping their oars, they shot from the bank, and rowed 
swiftly down Bed River, singing one of their beautiful 
boat-songs, which was every now and then int«-rupt«d 
by several of the number hallooing a loud farewell, as 
they passed here and there the cottages of friends. 

With this brigade I also bade adieu to Sed River, and, 
flfter a pleasant voyage of a few days, landed at Norway 
House, while the boats pursued their way. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



NoRWAT Hous£, as we hare before mentioned, is built 
apoa the shores of Playgreen Lake, close to Jack River, 
and distfuit about twentjr miles from Lake Winipeg. At 
its right-hand corner rises a huge abrupt rock, from 
whose summit, where stands a flag-eta£F, a fine view of 
Playgreen Lake and the surronoding countrj' is obtained. 
On this rock a number of people were assembled to 

witness our arrival, and among them Mr E , who 

sauntered down to the wharf to meet us as we stepped 
ashore. 

A few days after my arrival, the Council " resolved " 
that I should winter at Norway House ; so next day, in 
accordance with the resolution of that august assembly, I 
took up my quarters in the clerks' room, and took pos- 
session of the books and papers. 

It is an author's privilege, I believe, to jump fi-om 
place to place, and annihilate time at pleasure. I avail 
myself irf it to pass over the autumn — during which I 
hunted, fished, and paddled in canoes to the Indian vil- 
lage at Rossville, a hundred times — and to jump at once 
into the middle of winter. 
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Korway House no longer boasts the bnatle and exdte- 
ment of tbe summer season. No boate arrive, no groups 
of ladies and gentlemen assemble on the rocks to gaze 
at the sparkling waters. A placid stillness reigns around, 
except in the immediate vicinity of the fort, where a few 
axe-men chop the winter firewood, or start with trains 
of dc^-sledges for the lakes, to bring home loads of white 

fish and venison. Mr B is reading the " Fenny Cy- 

clopiedia" in the Hall (as the winter mess-room is c^ed), 
and I am writing in the dingy little office in the shade, 
which looks pigstyish in appearance without, but is warm 

and snug within. Alongside of me sita Mr C , a tall, 

bald-headed, sweefc-tempercd man of forty-five, who has 
spent the greater part of his life among the bears and 
Indiana of Hudson's Bay, and is now on a Ghristmae visit 
at Norway House. He has just arrived from his post, a 
few hundred miles off, wbence«he walked on snow-shoes, 
and is now engaged in taking off his moccasins and 
blanket socks, which he spreads out carefully below the 
stove to dry. 

We do not ctrntinue long, however, at our different oth 
dotations. Mr Evans, the Wesleyao mis^onary, is to give 
a feast to the Indians at Kossville, and ^terwarda to 
examine the little children who attend the village schooL 
To this feast we are invited ; so, in the aftemooo, Mr 
C and I put on our moose-skin coats and snow- 
shoes, and set off for the village, about two miles distmt 
from the fort. 

By the way Mr C related an adventure he had 
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had, while trsTelling tlirough the country ; and as it may 
Berre to show the dangers sometimes encountered by 
those who wander through the wilds of North America, 
I will ^ve it here in his own words. 

Mr C 's Adventure with a Bear. 

" It was about the middle of winter," said he, " that I 
set off on snow-shoes, accompanied by an Indian, to a 
smf^ lake to fetch fish caught in the autumn, and which 
then lay frozen in a little house built of logs, to protect 
them for winter use. The lake was about ten miles off ; 
and as the road was pretty level and not mnch covered 
with underwood, we took a train of dogs with us, and set 
off before daybreak, intending to return again before 
dark ; and as the day was clear and cold (the thermo- 
meter was 35' below zero), we went cheerily along with- 
out interruption, except an occasional i»ii when a branch 
caught our snow-shoes, or a stoppage to clear the traces 
when the dogs got entangled among the trees. We had 
proceeded about six miles, and the first gray streaks of 
day Ut up the eastern horizon, when the Indian who 
walked in advance, paused, and appeared to examine 
some foot-printe in the snow. After a few minutes of 
- elose observation, he rose and said, that a hear had 
passed not long before, and could not be far off, and 
asked permission to follow it. I told him he might do so; 
and sad I would drive the dogs in his track, as the bear 
had gone in the direction of the fish-house. The Indian 
l^rew his gun over his shoulder, and was soon lost in tho 
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forest For a, quarter of an hour I plodded on behind 
the dogs, now nrging them along, as they flagged and 
panted in the deep snow, aad occaflionally liatenbg for a 
shot from my Indian's gun. At last he fired, and almost 
immediately after fired agiun ; for you must know that 
some Indians can load so &st that two shots from their 
single barrel sound ahncet like the discharge in suGce!t- 
sioD of the two shots from a double-barrelled gun. 
Shortly after, I beard another shot ; and then, as all 
became silent, I concluded he bad killed the bear, and 
that I sbonld soon find him cutting it up. Just as I 
thought this, a fierce growl alarmed me ; so, seizing a 
pistol which I always carried with me, I hastened for- 
ward. As I came nearer, I heard a man's voice mingled 
with the growls of a bear ; and upon arnTing at the foot 
of a small mound, my Indian's voice, spostropbi^g 
death, became distinctly audible. ' Gome death I ' said 
he, in a contemptuous tone ; ' you have got me at last, 
but the Indian does not fear you ! ' A loud angry growl 
from the bear, as he saw roe rushing up the hill, stopped 
him ; and the unfortunate man turned bis eyes upon me 
with an imploring look. He was lying on hi^ back, while 
the bear (a black one) stood over him, holding one of his 
arms in its mouth. In rushing up the mound I unfor- 
tunately stumbled, and filled my pistol with snow ; so 
that when the hear left the Indian and rushed towuils 
mo, it missed fire, and I had only lefb me the poor, almost 
hopeless chance, of stunnbg the savage animal with a 
blow of the bntt end. Just as he was rearing on his hind 
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legs, m^ eye fell upon the Indiaa's axe, which fortunatdy 
lay at my feet, and mang it, I brought it down with alt 
my strength on the bear's head, just at the moment that 
he fell upon me, and we rolled down the hill together. 
Upon recoTering myself, I found that the blow of the axe 
had killed him instantly, and that I was oninjured. Not 
■0 the Indian : the whole calf of his left leg was bitten 
off, and his body lacerated dreadfully in various places. 
He was quite senrable, however, though very faint, and 
^ke to me when I stooped to examine his wounds. In 
a short time I had tied them ap ; and placing him on the 
dedge with part of the bear's carcase, which I intended 
to dine upon, we returned immediately to the fort. The 
poor Indian got better slowly, but he never recovered 
the perfect use of his leg, and now hobbles about the fort, 
cutting firewood, or paddling about the Uke in search of 
docks and geese in his bark canoe." 

Ur C concluded his story just as we anived at 

the little bay, at the edge of which the Indian village of 
BoHsville is built. From the spot where we stood, the 
body of the village did not appear to much advantage ; 
bat the parsonage and church, which stood on a small 
moond, their white walls in strong contrast to the back- 
ground of dark trees, had a fine picturesque effect. There 
were about twenty houses in the village, inhabited eai- 
tirely by Indians, most of whom were young and middle- 
aged men. They spend their time in farming daring the 
■ommer, and are successful in raising potatoes and a few 
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other vegetables for their own use. In winter the; go 
into the woods to hunt fur-bearing animals, and also 
deer ; but they never remain long abaent from their 
homea. Mr Evans resided amoug them, and taught 
them and their children writing and arithmetic, besides 
iostrndiiig them in the principles of Christianity. They, 
often assembled in the school-house for prayer and sacred, 
music, and attended divine service regularly in the chnrch 
every Sunday. Mr Evans, who was a good musician, 
had taught them to sing in parts ; and it has a wonder- 
fully pleasing effect upon a stranger to hear these dingy 
sons and daughters of the wilderness raismg their me- 
lodious voices in harmony in praise of the Christian'^ 
God. 

Upon our arrival at the vilhige, we were ushered into 
Mr Evans's neat cottage, from the windows of which is a 
fine view of Flaygreen Lake, studded with small islands, 
stretching out to the horizon on the right, and a bound- 
less wilderness of trees on the left. Here were collected 
the ladies and gentlemen of Norway House, and a num- 
ber of indescribable personages, apparently engaged in 
mystic preparations for the approaching feast. It was 
with something tike awe that I entered the school-room, 
and beheld two long rows of tables covered with pad- 
dings, pies, tarts, stews, hashes, and vegetables of ail 
Bh^>eHt sizes, and descriptions, smoking thereon. I feared 
for the Indians, although they can stand a great deal in 
the way of repleticoi ; moderation being, of course, out 
o( ^te question, with such abundance of good things 
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placed before them. A large shell was sounded after 
the maimer of a bugle, and all the Indians of the village 
walked into the room and seated themselves, the women 
on one side of the long tables, and the men on the other. 
Mr Evans stood at the head, and pronounced an appro- 
priate blessing ; and then commenced a work of demo- 
Mon, the like of which has not been seen since the 
foundation of the world ! The pies had strong crusts, 
but the knives were stronger ; the paste was hard and 
the interior tongh, but Indian teeth were harder and 
Indian jaws tougher ; the dishes were gigantic, but the 
stomachs were capacious ; so that, ere long, numerous 
skeletons and empty dishes alone graced the board. 
One old woman, of a dark-brown complexion, with glit- 
tering black ejes and awfullj long teeth, set up in tlie 
wholesale Une, and demolbhed the viands so rapidly, 
that those who sat be^de her, fearing a dearth in the 
land, began to look angry ; fortunately, however, she 
gave in suddenly, while in the middle of a venison pasty, 
and reclining languidly backward, with a sweetly con- 
tented expresfdon of countenance, while her breath came 
thickly through her half-opened mouth, she gently fell 
asleep, and tbereby, much to her cbf^rin, lost the tea 
(md cakes which were served out soon afterwards by way 
of dessert. When the seniors had finished, the juveniles 
were admitted «n maeee. and they soon cleared away the 
remnants of the dinner. The dress of the Indians upon 
this occasion was generally blue cloth capotes with hoods, 
acarlet or blue cloth leggins, quill-worked moccasios, and 
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no ca]». Some of them, however, were dresBed very 
funnily, and one or two of the oldest appeared in bind 
Burtouts, which were very ill made, and much too large 
for tlie wearers. The ladies had short gowna without 
pluts, cloth leggins of various colours highly ornamented 
with beads, cotton handkerchiefs on their necks, and 
sometimes, also, on their heads. The boys and girls 
were just their seniors in miniature. 

After the youngsters had finished dinner, the school- 
room was cleared by the guests ; benches were ranged 
along the entire room, excepting the upper end, where a 
table, with two large candlesticks at either end, served 
as a stage for the young actors. When all was arrang- 
ed, the elder Indians seated themselves on the benches, 
while the boys and ^Is ranged themselves along the 
wall behind the table. Mr Evans then began, by caus- 
ing a little boy about four years old to recite a long 
comical piece of prose in English ; having been weH 
drilled for weeks beforehand, he did it in the most 
laughable style. Then came forward four little girls, 
who kept up an animated philosophical discus^on as to 
the difference of the days in the moon and on the earth. 
Then a bigger boy made a long speech in the Seauteatuc 
language, at which the Indians laughed immensely, and 
with which the white people present {who did not under- 
stand a word of it) pretended to be greatly delighted, 
and laughed londly too. Then the whole of the little 
band, upon a sign being given by Mr Evans, burst at 
once into a really beautiful hymn, which was quite un- 
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expected, and consequently alt the more gratifyiog. Thu 
concluded the examination, if I may so call it ; and after 
A short prayer, the Indians departed to their homes, 
highly delighted vith their entert^ment Snch vas 
the Cbristmaa feast at Rossville, and many a laugh it 
afforded us that night as we returned home acroas the 
froEen lake by the pale moonlight. 

Norway House is perhaps one of the best posts ia the 
Indian country. The climate is dry and salubrious ; and 
although (like neeu-ly all the other parta of the country) 
extremely cold in winter, it is very different from the 
damp chilling cold of that season in Great Brit^. The 
wuntry around is swampy and rocky, and covered with 
dense forests. Many of the Compimy's posts are but 
ill provided with the necessaries of life, and entirely des- 
titute of luxuries. Norway House, however, ia favoured 
in this respect We always had fresh meat of some kind 
or other ; sometimes beef, mutton, or venison, and occa- 
nonally bufialo meat, was sent us from the Swan River 
district. Of tea, sugar, butter, and bread, we had abun- 
dance ; iuid besides the produce of our garden in the way 
of vegetables, the river and lake contributed white-fish, 
sturgeon, and pike, or jack-fish, in abundance. The 
pike is not a very delicate fish, and the sturgeon is 
extremely coarse, but the white-fish is the most deli- 
cate and dehcions I ever ate. I am not aware of their 
enstence in any part of the Old World ; but the North 
American lakes abound with them. It is generally the 
wze of a good salmon trout, of a bright rilvery colour. 



n,<jr.=^i by Google 



120 . hudsob'b bax. 

and tastes a little like saJmon. Many htmdreda of fur- 
traders live almost entirely on white-fish, particularly at 
those far northern posts where flour, sugar, and te» 
cannot be had in great quantities, and where deer are 
scarce. At these posts the Indians are frequently re- 
duced to cannibalism, and the Company's people have, 
on more than one occasion, been obliged to eat their 
beaver skins! The beaver skin is thick and oily; so 
that, when the fur is burnt off, and the skm well boiled, 
it makes a kind of soup that will at least keep oue alive. 
This was the case one winter in Peel's River, a post 
within the Arctic Circle, in charge of Mr Bell, a chief 
trader in the service ; and I remember well reading in 
one of his letters, that all the fresh provi^on they had 
been able to procure during the winter, was " two 
squirrels and one crow!" During this time they had 
existed on a quantity of dried meat which they for- 
tunately had in store, and they were obliged to lock the 
gates of the fort, to preserve the remainder from the 
wretched Indians, who were eatmg each other outside 
the walls. The cause of all this misery was the entire 
failure of the fisheries, together with great scarcity of 
wild animals. Starvation is quite common among the 
Indians of those distant regions ; and the scraped rocks^ 
divested of their covering of tripe-de-roche (which re- 
sembles dried-up sesr-weed,) have a sad meaning and 
melancholy appearance to the traveller who journeys 
through the wilds and solitudes of Rupert's Land. 

. Norway House is also an agreeable and interesting 
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place, from its being in a manner the gate to the only 
route to Hudson's Bay ; so that, daring the spring and 
summer months, all the brigades of boats and canoes 
from every part of the northern department must neces- 
sarily pass it on their way to York Factory *ith furs ; 
and as they all return in the autumn, and some of the 
gentlemen leave their wives and families for a few weeks 
till Uiey return to the interior, it is at this sunny season 
of the year quite a gay and bustling place; and the 
clerks' houee in which I lived was often filled with a 
strange and noisy collection of human beings, who rested 
here awhile ere they started for the shores of Hudson's 
Bay, for the distant regions of M'Kenzie's River, or the 
still more distant land of Oregon. 

During winter our principal amusement was white 
partridge shooting. This bird is a species of ptarmigan, 
and is pure white, with the exception of the tips of the 
wings and t^. They were very numerous during the 
winter, and formed an agreeable dish at our mess-table. 
I also enjoyed a little skating at the beginning of Hie 
winter, but the falling snow soon put an end to this 
amusement. 

Spring, beautiful spring I returned ^ain to cheer us 
in oar solitude, and to open into life the waters and 
streams of Hudson's Bay. Great will be the difference 
between the reader's idea of that season in that place, 
and the reality. Spring, with its fresh green leaves and 
opening flowers, its emerald fields and shady groves^ 
filled with sounds of melody ! !No, reader, that is not lie 
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spring we depict Not quite bo beaotifiil, though far more 
prized by those who spend a monotoDOOB winter of more 
than «x months in solitude. The sun shines brightly in 
a cloudless sky, lighting up the pure white fields and 
plains with dazzling brilliancy. The gushing waters of 
a thousand rills formed by the melting enow, break- 
sweetly on the ear, like the well-rememhered voice a{ 
a long-absent friend. The whistling wings of wild-fowl, 
as they ever and anon desert the pools of water now 
open in the lake, and hurry over the forest trees, accord 
well with the shrill cry of the yellow-leg and curlew, and 
with the general wildness of the scene ; while the reviv- 
ing frogs chirrup gladly in the swamps, to see the break- 
ing up of winter, and welcome back ilie spring. This la 
the spring I write of; and, to have a correct idea of the 
beauties and the sweetness of tMa spring, you mu^ £rat 
spend a winter in Hudson's Bay. 

As I said, then, spring returned. The ice melted, 
floated off, and vanished. Jack Biver flowed gently on 
its way, as if it had never gone to sleep, and the laks 
rolled and tumbled on its shores, as if to ctmgratulate 
them on the happy change. Soon the boats began ta 
arrive : first came the " Portage Brigade," in charge of 
L'Esperanee : there were seven or eight boats ; and, ere 
long, as many fires burned on the green beside the fort, 
wiUi a merry, careless band of wild-looking Canadian and 
half-breed voyageurs round each — tmd a more jHcturesqne 
set of fellows I never saw. They were all dressed out is 
new light blue capotes, and corduroy trousers, which thsy 
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tied at the knee with beadwork g^tere. Moose-skia 
mocoasins cased their feet, and their brawny Bunbumt 
iificks were bare ; a scarlet belt esdrcled the waiet of 
each ; and while Bome wore hats with gaud; feathers, 
others had their heads adorned with caps and boimetB, 
stnroimded with gold and silver tinsel hat-cords. A few, 
however, despinng coats, travelled in blue and white 
striped shirts, and trusted to their tiiickly matted hair to 
guard them &om the rain and sun. They were truly a 
wild yet handsome set of men ; luid no one, when gazing 
oa thdir happy faces as they lay or stood in careless atti- 
tudea round the fires, puffing clouds of smoke &om their 
ever-burning pipes, would have believed that these men 
had left their wives and famiUes but the week before, to 
Btart on a five months' voyage c^ tlie most harassing de- 
ioription, fraught with the dangers of the boiling cataracts 
and foaming rapids of the interior. 

They stopped at Norway House on their way to re- 
eeive the outfit of goods !of the Indian trade of Atha- 
basca (one of the interior districts), and were then to 
start for Portage La Loche ; a place where the whole 
cargoes are carried on the men's shoulders overland, for 
twelve miles, to the head waters of another river, where 
&» traders from the northern posts come to meet them ; 
and, taking the goods, give in exchange the " returns " 
in fiirs of the district. 

Next came old Mr M'K with his brigade of five 

boats fiN>m Isle a la Crosse, one of the mterior districts ; 
and soon another set of camp jires burned on the green, 
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and tbe clerks' house received another occnpant. After 
them came the Red Biver brigades in quick sncceseion ; 

careful, funny, uproariouB Mr M 1 on his way to York 

for goods expected by the ship (fw you must know Mr 

M 1 keeps a store in Red River, ^ad is & man of some 

importance in the colony) ; and grasping, comical, close- 
fisted Mr Mac 1, and quiet Mr S , all passing on- 
wards to the sea — rendering Norway House quite livdy 
for a while, and then leaving it silent ; but not for long, 
as the Saskatchewan brigade, under the charge of chief 

trader H 1 and young Mr P , suddenly arrived, 

and filled the whole country with noise and uproar. Tbe 
Saskatchewan brigade is the largest and most noisy that 
halts at Norway House. It generally numbers from 
fifteen to twenty boats, filled with the wildest men in the 
service. They come from the prairies and Reeky 
Mountains, and are consequently brimful of stories of the 
bufialo hunt, attacks upon grizzly bears and wild Indians ; 
some of them interesting, and true enough ; but most (^ 
them either tremendous exaggerations, or altogether in- 
ventions of their own wild fancies. 

Soon after, the light canoes arrived from Canada, and 
in them an assortment of raw material for the service, in 
the shape of four or five green young men. 

The clerks' house now became crammed ; the quiet 
elderly folks, who had continued to fret at its noisy occu- 
pants, fled in despmr to another house, and thereby left 
room for the new-comers, or green-horns, as they were 
elegantly styled by their more knowing fellow clerks. 
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' Now, indeed, the comer of the fort in which we lived 
was avoided 'by all quiet people, aa if it were smitten with 
the plagne ; while the lond laugh, uproarious song, and 
3ound^;of lihe screeching Hute or scraping fiddle, issued 
froi» the open doors and windows, frightening away the 
very mosqnitoes, and making roof and raflers ring. 
Suddenly a dead ^ence would ensue, and then it was 
eonjectured by the knowing ones <rf the place, that Mr 

p y was anning out strong for the benefit of the new 

furivals ; for he had a pleasant way of getting the green 
ones round Mm, and, by detailing some of the wild scenes 
uid in<ndent8 of his voyages in the Saskatchewan, of 
leading them on from truth to exaggeration, and from 
tiiat to fan^fnl composition, wherein he would det^l, with 
piunful minateness, all the horrors of Indian warfare, and 
the improbability of any one who entered tho.'w dreadful 
regions ever returning alive ! 

Norway Honse was now indeed in full blow ; and many 
ft happy hour did I spend upon one of the clerk's beds, 
every inch of which was generally occupied, listening to 
the story or the song. The young men there assembled, 
had arrived from the distant quarters of America, and 
some of them even from England. Some were in the 
prime of manhood, and had spent many years in the 
Indian country ; some were beginning to scrape the down 
from their still soft chins ; while others were boys of 
fourteen who had just left home, and were Ustening for 
^e first time open-mouthed to their seniors' description 
of life in the wilderness. 
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Alas I how soon were those happy, cardesa yormg 
fellows to sepivftto ; tuid how little probability was thwe 
of Uieir ever meetiiig again I A. sort of frieadslup had 
sprung up among three of us : many a happ; honr had 
we spent in rambling among the groves aai woods (^ 
Norway House ; now racging about in search itf wild 
pigeons, anon eplashing and tumbling in the clear waten 
of the lake, or rowing over its surface in a light oanoe ; 
while our inexperienced voices filled the woods with 
matches of the wild yet plaintive songs of the voyft- 
geurs, which we had just begun to leam. Often had we 
Imn on our little pallet in Bachelors' Hall, recounting to 
each other our adventures in the wild woods, or recalling 
the days of our childhood, and making promises of 
keeping up a steady correspondence through all our 
sepu'alions, difficulties, and dangers. 

A year passed away, and at but I got a letter from one 
of my friends, dated from the Arctic regions, near the 
mouth of the M'Kenzie River ; the other wrote to me 
from among the snow-dad caps of the Rocky MountaioB ; 
while I addressed them from the swampy ice-begirt shores 
of Huds(m's Bay. 

In the Saskatobewan brigade two young bisons were 
conveyed to Tork Factory, for the purpose of being ship- 
ped for England in the " Prince Rupert." They were a 
couple of the wildest htde wretches I ever saw, and ven 
a source of great annoyance to the men during llje voyage. 
The way they were taken was odd enough, and I' shall 
here describe it. 
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Iq the SaskatchewaD the chief food both of white men 
and iDdiaoB is buffalo meat, so that parties are oooBtantly 
sent oat to htmt the bnffalo. They generally chase them 
on horseback, the conntry bmg mostly pnurie land, and, 
Then they get close enoogb, shoot them with guns. 
tHie Indians, however, shoot them oftener with the bow 
and arrow, as they prefer kee[nng their powder and shot 
for warfare. They are very expert with the bow, which 
is abort and strong, and can eauly sead an arrow qmte 
through a bufff^o at tw^ity yards off. One of these 



parties, then, was ordered to procore two calves alive, if 
pos^ble, and lead tbem to the Company's estabBsbment. 
This they sncceeded in doing, in the following manner : — 
Upon meeting with a herd, they all set off fnll gallop in 
chase ; away went the startled animals at a round trot, 
which soon iocreaaed to a gallop as the horsemen neared 
thwa, and a shot or two told that they were coming 
wiUun range. Soon the shots became more nnmerons, 
and here and there a bladi spot on the prturie told where 
a buffalo had fallen. Xo slackening of the pace oconrred. 
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however, as eacb hunter, upon killing an anlma], merely 
threw down his cap or mitten to mark it as his own, and 
continued in pursuit of the herd, loading hia gun as he 
galloped along. The buffalo hunters, by ihe way, are 
very expert at loading and firing quickly while going at 
full gallop. They carry two or three bullets in their 
tnoutfas, which they spit into the muzzles of their gws 
after dropping in a little powder, and instead of ramming 
it down with a rod, merely hit the butt end of the gun 
on the pommel of their saddles ; aod in this way fire s 
great many shots in quick succession. This, however, is 
a dangerous mode of shooting, as the ball somedmea 
sticks half way down the barrel and bursts the gun, 
carrying away a finger, a joint, and occasionally a hand. 
In this way they soon killed as many buffaloes as they 
could carry in their carts, and one of the hunters set off 
in chase of a calf. In a short time he edged one away 
&om the rest, and then getting between it and the herd, 
ran straight gainst it with his horse and knocked it 
down. The Mghtened little animal jumped up ag^u 
and set off with redoubled speed, but another butt from 
the horse ^ain sent it sprawling ; ag^ it rose, and was 
^ain knocked down ; and in this way was at last fairly 
tired out ; when the hunter, jumping suddenly from his 
horse, threw a rope round its nedt said drove it before 
him to the encampment, and soon after brought it to the 
fort. It was as wild as ever when I saw it at Xorway 
House, and seemed to have as much distaste to its ihral' 
dom as th^ day it was taken. 
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As tiie suminer iMlvanced, the h«at increased, and the 
mosqiutoes became perfectly insupportahle. Xothii^^ 
eould save one from the attacks of these little tonnenta. 
Almost all other insects went to rest with tfae son : sand- 
flies, which bit Tiraously during the day, went to sleep at 
night ; the lai^ buU-dog, whose bite is terrible, slum- 
bered in tiie evening ; bnt the mosquito, the long-I^ged, 
determined, Ti(dou8> perseT^ing mosquito, whose cease- 
less ham dwells for ever on the ear, never went to sleep 1 
Day and night, the punful, tender, little pimples on our 
necks and behind our ears, were being constantly re- 
touched by these villanous flies. It was usdeas killing 
thousands of them ; millions supplied thor place. The 
only thing, in &ct, that can protect one during the night 
{iiathing can during the day], is a net of gauze hung- 
over the bed ; but as this was looked upon by the young 
men as somewhat effeminate, it was seldom resorted to. 
The beet thing for tbdr destruction, we found, was to fill 
our rooms with smoke, ather by burning damp moss, 
or by letting off large puffs of gunpowder, and then, 
throwing the doors and windows open, to allow them to 
fly oat This, however, did not put them all out ; so we 
generally spent an hour or so before going to bed, in 
hunting them with candles. Even this did not entirely 
destroy them ; and often might our fdends, by looking 
telescopically through the key-hole, have seen us wan.^ 
dering during the late hours of tiie night in our shirts, 
looking for mosquitoes, like unhappy ghosts doomed to 
search perpetually for something they can never find. 
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The intense snfFooating heat also added greatly to bxtr 
discomfort. 

In fine weather I naed to vint my friend Mr Evans at- 
Roasville, where I bad always a hearty welcome. I re- 
member on one occauon being obliged to beg the loan of 
a canoe from an Indian, and having a romantic paddle 
across part of Haygreen Lake. I had been offered a 
passage in a boat which was going to KoBSTille, but was 
not to return. Having nothing particular to do, however, 
at the time, I determined to take my chance of finding a 
return conveyance of some kind or other. In due time 
I arrived at the parsonage, where I spent a pleasant 
afternoon in sauntering about the village, and in admir- 
ing the rapidity and ease with which the Indian children 
could read and write the Indian language by means of a 
syllabic alphabet invented by their clergyman. The 
same gentleman afterwards made a set of leaden types, 
with no other instrument than a penknife, and printed a 
great many hymns in the T ii'i''"i language. 
. In the evening I began to think of returning to the 
fort, but no boat or canoe could be found small enough 
to be paddled by one man, and as no one seemed inclined 
to go with me, I -began to fear that I should have to re- 
mfun all night At last a young Indian told me he had a 
hunting canoe, which I might have, if I chose to venture 
across the lake in it, but it was very small. I instantly 
accepted his offer, and bidding adieu to my friends at 
the parson!^, followed him down to a small creek over- 
shaded by tall trees, where, concealed among the reeds 
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ami Imshes, lay the canoe. It could not, I shonld think, 
have measured more than three yards in length, by 
eighteen inches in breadth at the middle, whence it 
tiered at either end to a thin edge. It was made of 
birch bark scarcely a quarter of an inch thick, and its 
weight may he imagined, when I say that the Indian 
lifted it from the ground with one hand and placed it in 
the water, at the same time handing me a small light 
paddle. I stepped in with great care, and the fr^ bark 
trembled with my weight as I seated myself, uid pushed 
out into the lake. The sun had just set, and his expiring 
rays oast a glare upon the overhanjpng douds in the 
west, whilst the shades of night gathered thickly over 
Hie eastern horizon. Not a breath of wind disturbed the 
glassy smoothness of the water, in which every golden- 
tiated cloud was mirrored with a fidehty that rendered 
it difficult to say which was image and whidi reality. 
The little bark darted through the water with the 
greatest ease, and as I passed among the deeperung 
shadows of the lofty pines, and across the ^ded waters 
of the bay, a wild enthu^asm seized me ; I strained with 
all my strength upon the paddle, and the sparkling drops 
flew in showers behind me, as the little canoe flew over 
tlie water more like a phantom than a reaJity ; when 
suddenly I missed my stroke ; my whole weight was 
thrown on one side, the water gurgled over the gunwale 
of the canoe, and my heart leapt to my mouth, as I looked 
for an instant into the dark water. It was only for a 
moment; in imoUira' instant the canoe righted, and I 
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paddled the remainder of the way in a much more gestl? 
maoner ; eathosiaein gone, and a most wholesome degree 
of timiditj perrading my entire frame. It was dark 
when I reached the fort, and upon landing, I took the 
canoe under my arm and earned, it up the bank with 
nearly as much ease as if it had been a camp-etool. 

When the day waa warm ami the sun bright — when 
the sky was clear £uid the water blue — when the air was 
motionless, and the noise of arriTals and departures bad 
ceased — when work was at a stand, and we enjoyed the 
felitnty of baying nothing to do, Mr E and I saun- 
tered down to the water's edge to have an hour or two's 



The fish we fished for were goldeyes, and the d 
of our fishing was this :— Pausing occasionally as we 
walked along, one of us might be observed to bend in a 
watchful manner over the grass, and gradually assuming 
the position of a quadruped, fall plump upon his hands 
and knees. Having achieved this feat, he would rise 
with a grarahopper between his finger and thumb ; a tin 
box being then held open by the other, the uuloeky 
insect was carefidly introduced to the interior, and the 
lid closed sharply, — some such remark attending each 
capture, as that " that one was safe," or " there went 
another," and the mystery of the whole proceeding 
being expluned by the &ct, that these same incaroerated 
grasshoppers were intended to form the but with which 
we trusted to b^uile the unwary goldeyes to their tate; 

Having arrived at the edge of the place where wQ 
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lisoallT' fislied, each drew firom a cleft k the rook a stout 
bi>ai]ch of a tree, aronnd the end of which was wound a 
bit of twine with a large hook attached to it. This we 
onwound quickly, and after impaling a live grasshopper 
upon the barhs of our respective hooks, dropped them 
into the water, and gazed intenU^ at the lines. Mr 

R , who waa a great lorer of angling, now began to 

g«t excited, and made several violent pulls at the line, 
onder tlie impresnoD tliat something had bitten. Sud- 
denly his rod, Btoot as it was, bent with the immense 
muacolar force applied to it, and a small goldeye, about 
three or four inches long, flashed like an electric spark 
from the water, and fell with bursting force on tbe rocks 
behind, at the very feet of a small Indian boy, who sat 
nearly in a state of nature, watching oar movements 
from among the bushes. The little captive was of a 
blight mlvery colour, with a golden eye, and is an ex- 
eellent fish for breakfast. The truth of the proverb, " it 
never rains but it pom-s," was soon verified by the im- 
mense number of goldeyes of every size, from one foot 
to four inches, whicji we showered into tiie boshes behind 
Qg, Two or three dozen were caught in a few minutes, 
aod at last we b^an to get quite exhausted, and Mr 

R proposed going np to ti!ie house for his new fly- 

t<od, by way of divertufying the sport, and rendering it 
tnore scientific. 

' Down he cfune agtun in a few minutes, with a aplen* 
didly varnished, extremely dim rod, with an invisible 
line, and an aerial fly. This instrument was soon pot 



Dig,: .=^:i by Google 



134 Hm)80N'S BAT. 

np, ami Mr B- letting oat six &tb(Mi» of line, stood 

erect, and making a splendid heave, caught the Indian 
hoy hj the hair ! Tliifi was an embairasfong commence- 
ment; but being an easy, good-natured man, he only 
frowned the boy out of countenance, and shortened his 
line. The next cast was more successful ; the line swept 
gracefully through the air, and fell in a series of elegant 
circles within a few feet of the rock on which bo stood. 
Goldeyes, however, are not particular ; and ere he coidd 
draw the hue str^t, a very large one darted at the fly, 
and swallowed it. The rod bent into a beautiful oval, as 

Mr R made a futJle attempt to whip the fish over 

his head, according to custom, and tiie hue straitened 
with fearful rigidity as the fish began to pull for its life. 
The fisher became energetic, and the fish impatient, but 
there was no prospect of its ever being landed ; tail at 
last, having got his rod inextricably entangled among 
the neighbouring bushes, he let it fall, and most un- 
scientifically hauled the fish out by the line, exclaiming, 
in the bitterness of his heart, "that rods were contemp- 
tible childish things, and that a stoat branch of a tree 
was the rod for him." This last essay seemed to have 
frightened all the rest away, for not another bite did we 
get after that. 

Towards the beginning of June 1843, orders arrived 
&om head-quarters, appointing me to spend the ap- 
proaching winter at York Factory, the place where I had 
first pressed American aoiL It is impossible to describe 
the joy with which I recmed the news. Whether it 
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iroB my extreme fondness for travelling, or Uie mere 
love of change, I cannot tell, bat it had certainly the 
effect of making me very joyful, and I set about making 
preparation for the journey immediately. The arriTal 
of the canoes &om Canada was to be the signal for my 
departure, and I looked forward to their appearance 
with great impatience. 

In a fev days the canoes arriTed, and on the fourth 
of June 1843 I etMtcd, in company with several other 
gentlemen, in two north canoes. These light graceful 



craft were about thirty-six feet long, by from five to six 
broad, and were capable of containing eight men and 
three passengers. They were made entirely of birch 
bark, and gandily painted on the bow and stem. In 
these Mry-like boats, th^, we swept swiftly over Play- 
green Lake, the bright vermilion paddles glancing in 
the sunshine, and the woods echoing to the lively tune of 
A la cla^e/ontaine, sung by the two crews in full choms. 
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We soon left Nonray Honae &r behind ns, and ere loi^ 
■wete rajadly descending the BtreamE Gai, flow thnxigh 
the forests of tihe interior into Hndson's Bay. 

While numing one of the numerous ra^ds with which 
these nvers abound, our canoe struck upon a rock, wluch 
tore a large hole in its side. Fortunately the accident 
happened close to the shore, and nearly at the ustial 
breakfasting hour ; so that while some of the men re- 
paired the damages, which they did in half an boor, 
we employed onrselTOS agreeably in demolishing a huge 
ham, several slices of bread, and a cap or two of strong 
tea. 

This was the only event worth relating that happened 
to us during the voyage ; and as canoe traTelling is ea- 
lai^ed upon in another chapter, we will jump at onoe to 
the termination of our journey. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



JtBi yon amlatioaB, reader, of dwelling ma" pleaaant 
cot in a tranqnil spot, witji a distant riew of thecbanging 
8U f " If so, do not go to York Factory. Kot that it 
ia Bttch an unideasant place — ^for I spent two years very 
happily there — bat umply (to g^re a poetical reason, and 
explain its character in one sentence) because it is a 
monstrons blot on a swampy spot, with a partial view of 
the frozen sea 1 

fWt impresfflcma are generally incorrect ; and I have 
little doubt that your first impres^on is, that a " mon- 
strous blot on a swampy spot" cannot by any possibility 
be an agreeable phioe. To dispel this impresaon, and at 
die same tame to enSghten yon with regard to a variety 
of facte with which yon are probably unacquainted, I 
shall describe York Factory aa graphically as may be. 
An ontUne of its gener^ appearance has been already 
given in a former chapter, so I wiU now proceed to par- 
ticularise the buildings. The prin<»pal edifice is the 
" general store," where ihe goods, to the amount of two 
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years' outfit for the whole northern department, are 
stored. On each eide of this is a long, low, whitewashed 
house, with green edgings, in one of which visitors and 
temporwy residents daring the aummer are quartered. 
The other is the summer mess-room. Four roomy fur- 
stor^ stand at right angles to these houses, thus forming 
three sides of the front square. Behind these stands a 
row of smaller buildings for the labourers and tradesmen ; 
and on the right hand is the dwelling-house of the gratle- 
man in charge, and ac^oining it the clerks' house, while 
on the left are the provision store and Indian trading- 
shop. A few inmgnificaot builtUngs, such as the cnl-store 
and lumber-honse, intrude themselves here and there; 
and on the right, a t^ nng^nly outlook rises in the air, 
affordii^ the inhabitants an extensive view of their wild 
donuuns, and just beside it stands the ice-house. This 
latter building is filled every spring with blocks of solid 
ice of about three feet square, which do not melt during 
the short hut intensely hot summer. The inhabitants 
are thus enabled to lay up a store of fresh meat for sum- 
mer use, which lasts them dll about ijie commencement 
of winter. The lower stratum of ice in this house never 
melts ; nor, indeed, does the soil of the surrounding 
country ; which only thaws to the depth of a few feet, the 
sab-soil being perpetually frozen. 

The climate of York Factory is very bad in the warm 
months of the year, but during the winter the inten»ty 
of the cold renders it healthy. Summer is very short ; 
and the whole three seasons of spring, summer, and 
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antanm, are inelnded in the months of June, Jnly, AngnBt, 
and September — ^the rest b^g vinter. 

Dnring part of smnmer the heat is extreme, and 
millions of flies, mosquitoes. Sec, render the coontrj 
nnbearable. Fortunately, however, &e cold soon extir- 
pates them. Scarcely any thing in the way of vegetables 
can be raised in the small spot of ground called, by 
conrtesy, a garden. Potatoes one year, for a wonder, 
attained the dze of walnuts ; and sometimes a cabbage 
and a tomip are prevailed upon to grow. Yet the woods 
are filled with a great vuiety of wild berries, uuong 
which the cranberry and swampberry are oonddered the 
best. Black aitd red currants, as well as gooseberries, 
are plentiful, but the first are bitter, and the last small. 
The swampberry is in shape something like the raspberry, 
of a light yellow colour, and grows on a low bush, almost 
dose to the ground. They maJte excellent preserves, 
and, together with cranberries, are made into tarts for 
the mess dunng winter. In the month of September 
there are generally a couple of weeks or so of extremely 
fine weather, which is called the Indian summer ; after 
which, winter, with frost, cold and snow, sets in with 
rapidity. For a few weeks in October there is sometimes 
a httle warm weather (or rather, I should say, a little 
ihawy weather), but after that, until the following April, 
the thermometer seldom risos to the freezing point In 
the depth of winter the thermometer falls from 30 to 40, 
45, and even 49 degrees below zero of Fahrenheit. This 
intense cold, however, is not so much felt as one might 
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sappose, as, during its continuaitce, the tur' is perfeoUy 
calm. Were the lightest breath of wind to ariBe when 
the thermometer stands so low, no man could show his 
face to it for a moment Forty degrees below zero, and 
quite cftlm> is infinitely preferable to 15° below, or therei 
abontB, with a strong breeze of wind. Spirit of wine is 
of course the only thing that can be used in the tbermo- 
metere, as mercury, were it exposed to such cold, would 
rem^ frozen nearly half the winter. Spirit never froze 
in any cold over experienced at York Factory, unless 
when Tery mach adulterat«d with water ; and eyen then, 
die ^nrit would remain liqmd in the centre of the mass.* 
To Temt this intense cold, the inhahitanta dress, not in 
furs, as is generally supposed, but in coats and trousers 
madeof smoked deer-skins ; the only piece of for in their 
costume bemg the cap. The houses are built of wood, 
with double windows and doors. They are heated by 
lai^ iron stoves, fed with wood ; yet so intense is the 
cold, that I have seen the stove in pUces r«d-hot, and a 
basin of water in the room Jrozen solid. The aTenige 
9old, I should diink, is about 15 or 16 degrees below zero,' 
or 48 degrees of frost The country around is a ww- 
plete swwnp, but the extreme shortneas of the warm 
weather, and the consequent length of winter, fortunately 
prevents the rapid deeompoation of vegetable matter. 
Another cause of the unhealthinees of the climate during 

* Qmcluilver eaml; freeieg ; and it hte ^"equently been ran into » 
buDet mould, exposed to the cotd air till frosen, nnd in this ftate 
rmnuned domi a gun banal, and fired tbron^ « tluok plsnk. 
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summer, ia the prevalence of dense fogB, which come off 
tile baj and enshroud the country, and also the liability 
«tf the weather to sudden and extreme changes.* 

Summer may be sfud to commence in July, the pre- 
eediug month being a fight between summer and winter, 
which cannot chum the slightest title to tlie name of 
spring. As August adTances, the heat becomes great ; 
bat about the commencement of September, nature wears 
a more pleasing aspect, which lasts till the middle of 
October. It ia then clear and beautiful, jnst cold enoogb 
to kill all the mosquitoes, and render brisk exerdse 
^reeable. About this time, too, the young ducks begin 
to fly soath, affording excellent sport among the mamhes. 
A week or so after this, winter oommences, with light 
fUls of snow occaffionally, and bard frost during the 
night, flocks of snow-birds (the harbuigers of cold in 
autumn, and heat in spring) begin to appear, and soon 
the whirring wings of the white partridge may be heard 
among the Bnow-«ncompa8sed willows. The first thaw 
generally takes place in Apiil, and May is characterised, 
by melting snow, disruption of ice, and the arrival of the 
first flocks of wild-fowL 

The country around the fort is one immense level 
swamp, thickly covered with willows, and dotted here and 
tiiere with a few clum]» of pine-treea. The only lai^ 
timber in the vicinity grows on the bmiks of Hayes and 
Nelson Bivers, and conuste chiefiy of spruce-fir. The 

* See TnUe on next [•g«. 
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swampy DAture of the ground haa rendered it necesBarj' 
to raise the houses in the fort several feet in the air, 
upon blocks of wood, and the squares are intersected hy 
eleTated wooden platforms, which form the only prome- 
nade the inhabitants have during the summer, as no one 
can venture fifty yards beyond the gates without wetting 
his feet ^Nothing bearing the most distant resemblance 
to a hillock exists in the had. Nelson Birer is a broad 
rapid stream, which discharges itself into Hudson's Bay, 
near the mouth of Hayes Eiver, between which lies a 
belt of swamp and willows, known by the name of the 
point of marsh. Here may be found, during the spring 
and autumn, millions of ducks, geese, and plover, and 
during the summer, billions of mosquitoes. There are a 
great many strange plants and shrubs in this maxsh, 
Tiiaeb forms a wide field of research and pleasure to the 
botanist and the sportsman : bat the lover of beantoful 
scenery, and the florist, will find httle to please the eye 
or imagination, as nature has here put on her plainest 
garb ; and flowers tiiere are none. 

Of the feathered tribes, there are the large and small 
gray Canada goose, the lauglung goose (so called from 
the resemblance of its cry to laughter), and the wavie 
or white goose. The latter are not very numerous. 
There are great numbers of wild-ducks, pinttuls, wid- 
geons, divers, sawbills, black ducks, and teal ; but the 
prince of ducks (the canvass-back) is not there. In 
spring and autumn the whole country becomes musical 
with the wild cries and shrill whistle of immense hosts of 
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plover of all kinds ; long I^, abort legs, black legs, and 
yellow legs, sand-pipers and snipe, whick are asasted in 
their nwisy concerts by myriads of &ogB. The latter are 
really the best songsters in Hudson's Bay.* Bitterns 
are also found in the marskes ; and sometimes, though 
rarely, a solitary crane finds its way to. the coast In 
the woods, and among the dry pUoes aroond, there are 
a few gray grouse and wood partridgeB, a great many 
kawks, and owU of all sizes, from the gigantic wkite 
owl, which measures five feet aeroBs tke back and wings, 
to the small gray owl, not mnch bigger than a man's 

In winter tke woods and frozen swamps are filled with 
ptarmigan, or, as tkey are called by the trappers, wkite 
partridges. Tkey are not very palatable ; but, never- 
tkeless, they form a pretty constant disk at the winter 
mess-table of York Factory, and afford an excellent sport 
to th& inhabitants. There are also great varieties of fonall 
birds, among which the most interesting are the snow- 
birds, or snow-fi^es, which pay tke country a flying 
rifflt at the commencement and termination of winter. 

Such is Tork Fort, Ike great depAt and gate to the 
wild regions surrounding Hudson's Bay. Having de- 
scribed ito appearance and genersJ characteristics, I 
shall proceed to introduce tke reader to my fiitnre com- 

* The Ihoamidi of ft^igs tliat fiHthe iwampt of AmericA whittle or 
chirp so eiocUj like little birds, that m&n; people, upon hearing them 
for Uie first time, hare mistaken them (br tliefeatlleredsoagBleFK^the 
graves. Thdr cmljr finlt ii that they Karcol j btct c«we nnging. 
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^awions, and describe our amuBements and Bports among 
tile maTBhes. 

Bachelobs' Hall. 

On the- — ' — of June 1843, 1 landed tlieseoond time on 
ihe whari of York Fort, and betook myeelf to Bachelors' 

Hall, where Mr H , whom I met by the way, told 

me to take up my qoartere. As I approached the door 
of the well-remembered house, the most tremendous up* 
roar that erer was heard proceeded &om wiUiin its 
dii^iy walls ; so I jumped the paling that stood in front 
of the windows, and took a peep at the mterior before 
introdudng myself. 

The scene that met my eye was Indierous in the 
extreme. Mounted on a chair, behind a bedroom door, 

iltood my friend C , with a large pail of water in his 

anus, which he raised cautiously to the top of the door, 
f(r the purpose of tilting it over upon two fellow derka 
.who stood below, engaged in a wrestling match, little 
dreuning of the cataract that was soon to foil on thor 
devoted heads. At the door of a room opposite stood 
the doctor, griimiiig from ear to ear at the thought of 

sending a thick stream of water in C 's iaoe from a 

large synsge whidi he held in bis hands ; while near 
the store sat the jolly skipper, looking as grave as pos- 
sible. 

The practical joke was just ^preaching to a climax 
when I looked in. The combatants ueared the door be- 
hind which C— — was ensconced. The ptul was raised. 
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and the aymge pointed, when the hall door opened, aaA 

Jtbr H walked in I The sudden change that eneasd 

could not have been more rapidly effected had Mr H 

been a ma^ciau. The doctor thrust the eyringe into his 
pocket, into Trluch a great deal of the water escq>ed aad 
diipped from the ^irts of bia coat aa he walked slowly 
across the room and began to examine, with a wonderful 
degree of eam^tnese, the edge of an amputating knife 
tiiat lay upon bia dreeeing-table. The two wrestlers 
sprang with one accord into their own room, where tlwy 
bid their fluE^ed faces behind the door. Cert^ »no> 
thered sounds near the stove proclaimed the skipper to 
be revelling in an excruciating fit of suppressed laugh- 
ter ; while poor C , who slipped bis foot in n^idly 

descending from his chur, lay sprawling in an ocean oi 
water, which be bad upset upon himself in his fall. 

Mr H merely went to Mr W 's room to aak 

a few questions, and then departed as if he had sew 
nothing ; but a peculiar twist in the comers of his mouth, 
and a comical twinkle in bis eye, showed that, although 
be stud nothing, yet be had a pretty good guees that bis 
" young men" bad been engaged in mischiel 

Snch were the companions to whom I introduced my- 
sdf shortly after; and, while they went off to the office, 
I amused myself in looking round the rooms in which I 
was to spend the approaching winter. 

The house was only one storey high, and the greater 
part of the interior formed a large ball, from wbi(^ 
several doors led into the sleeping apartments of ihe 
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dei^ The iriiole was built of wood; and few homes 
Mold be found whemn so litde atten^n was paid to 
OTDunent or luxury. The weSia were originallf painted 
^hite ; but thia, from long exposure to the infiuenoe of a 
fau^e smoky stove, had changed to a dirty yellow. So 
carpet covered the floor, yet, nevertheless, its yellow 
{danka had a cheerfiil appearance; and gazing at the 
anmerous knots with which it was covered, often afforded 
me a, dreamy kind of amusement when I had nothing 
better to do. A large oblong iron box, on four crooked 
legs, with a funnel running from it through the roof, 
stood exactly in the middle of the room ; this was a stove, 
but the empty wood-box in the comer showed that its 
services were not required at that time. And truly they 
were not; for it was the height of summer, and the whole 
room was filled with mosquitoes and buU-dog flies, who 
kept up a perpetual hum night and day. The only fiir- 
wtnre that graced the room conosted of two small kitchen 
tables without table-«h)ths, five whole wooden chairs, and 
a broken one ; which latter, being light and handy, was 
occafflonally used as a mismie by the young men when 
they happened to quarrel. Several guns and fishing- 
rods stood in the comers of the Hall ; but their dirty 
appearance produmed that sportiDg, at that time, was 
not the order of the day. The tables were covered vrith 
a misceUaoeouB collection of articles ; and, &om a num- 
"ber of pipes, repoang on little odoriferous heaps of cut 
tobacco, I inferred that my future companions were 
great smokers. Two or three books, a p^r of bn^en 
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foils, a battered mask, and several surgical instruments, 
over which a huge mortar and pestle presided, completed 
the catalogue. 

The different sleeping apartments around, were not 
only interesting to contemplate, but also extremely cha- 
racteristic of the pursuits of their (Afferent tenants. The 
first I entered was very small, just lai^ enough to con- 
tain a bed, a t^le, and a chest, leaving little room for 
the occupant to move about in ; and yet, from the ap- 
pearance of tJiingB, he did move about in it to some 
purpose, as the t^le was strewn with a number of saws, 
files, bits of ivory and wood, and in a comer a small vice 
held the head of a cane in its iron jaws. These were 
nuzed with a number of Indian account-books and an ink- 
stand ; so that I concluded I had stumbled on the bed- 
room of my friend Mr W , the postmaster. 

The quadrant case and sea chest in the next room 
proved it to be the skipper's, without the additional 
testimony of the oiled-cloth coat and sou'-wester hanging 
upon the walls. 

The doctor's room was filled vrith dreadfUl-looking 
instruments, su^estive of operations, ampntations, bleed- 
ing wounds, and human agony ; while the aoeountant's 
was equally characterised by methodical neatness, and 
the junior clerks' by utter and chaotic confusion. !None 
of these bedrooms were carpeted ; none of them boasted 
of a chair — the trunks and boxes of the persons to whom 
they belonged answering instead ; and none of the beds 
were graced with curtains. Xotwithstanding this emp- 
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tmees, however, they derived a vrarmth of appearance 
from the number of grei^eoatB, leather capotes, tar caps, 
worsted sashes, guns, rifles, shot-belts, snow-shoes, and 
powder-horns, with which the walls were proiusely deco- 
rated. The cdlings of the rooms, moreover, were very 
low, so much so, that, by standing on tiptoe, I conid 
touch them with my himd ; and the window in each was 
only about three feet high by two and a half broad, so 
that upon the whole the house was rather snug than 
otherwise. 

Such was the habitation in which I dwelt, such were 
the companions with whom I associated at York Factory. 

As the season advanced, the days became shorter and 
the nights more frosty ; and soon a few flakes of snow 
fell, indicating the approach of winter. About the begin- 
ning of October the cold damp snowy weather that 
usually precedes vrinter set in ; and shortly afterwards 
Hayes Biver was full of drifting ice, and the whole country 
covered with snow. A week or so after this, the river 
was completely frozen over ; and Hudson's Bay itself, as 
&r as the eye could reach, was covered with a coat of ice. 
We now settled down into our winter habita. Double 
windows were fitted in, and double doors also. Extra 
blankets were put upon the beds ; the iron stove kept 
constantly alight ; and, in &ct, every preparation was 
made to mitigate the severity of the winter. 

The water froze every night in our basins, although 
the stove was kept at nearly a red heat all day, and 
pretty warm all night ; and our out-of-door costume was 
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dianged from jackets and shooting coats to thick leetiuo! 
capotes, fiir caps, duffle socks, and moocaains. 

Soon afW this, nhite parb*idges showed themsdTM; 
and one fine, clear frosty moroing, after tovakiast, I 
made my first essay to kill some, in company with my 

fellow-jjlerk and room-mate C -, And the worthy 

skipper. 

The manner of dresaing onrselTes to rerist the oold was 

curious. I will describe C as a type of the pert. 

After donning a pair of deer-skiu trousers, he proceeded 
to pat on three pair of blanket socks, and over these a 
pair of mooee-skin moccasins. Then a pfur of blue cloth 
leggins were hauled over his trousers, partly to keep 
the snow &om sticking to them, and partly for warmth. 
After this he put on a leather c^K)te edged with for. 
This coat was very warm, being lined with flannel, and 
overlapped very much in front. It was fetstened ^th a 
scarlet worsted belt round the waist, and with a loop at 
the throat. A pair of tihick mittens made of deer-f^m 
hung round his shoulders by a worsted cord, and Ihs 
neck was wrapped in a huge shawl, above whose mighty 
folds his good-hnmonred visage beamed like the sun oo 
the edge of a fog-bank, A fmr cap with ear |ueoee coHf- 
pleted his costume. Having finished his tmlet, and tuck^ 
a pair of snow-shoes, five feet long, under one arm, and 
a double-barrelled fowling-pieoe nnder the other, C — ^ 
waxed eztremdy impatient, and proceeded ByBtemati c a l^ 
to a^ravate the onfisrtimate skipper (who was alw^s 
very slow, poor man, except on board ship), addreea|ig 
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laadry renmi-ks to the ston apon the slowness of sea- 
faiiDg men in gener^, aod skippers in particular. la a 
few minutes the skipper appeared in a dmilar costume, 
wuh a monstrously long gun orer his shoulder, and under 
his arm a pur of snow-shoeB gandily painted by himself; 
iriiioh snow-shoes he used to admire amaoingly, and often 
gave it as his opinion that they were " slap-up, tossed- 
off-to-the-nines" snoW'-slioeB I Truly they were large 
«tough ; ^e following sketeh will show the proportion 
the shoe bt^re to his leg. 




In this guise, tiien, we d^Hirted on our ramble. The 
tfoa shone brightiy in the cold blue sky, giTing a warm 
appearance to the scene, although no sensible warmth 
-proceeded from it, so cold was the air. Countiess mil- 
lions of icy particles coTored every bush and tree, glitter- 
ing tremolously in its rays like diamonds — psha I that 
backneyed simile: diamonds of the purest water never 
shone like these enmescent little gems of nature. The 
air was biting cold, obliging as to walk briskly along to 
keep our blood in circulation; and the breath flew thick 
and white from our mouths and nostrils, like clouds of 
■team, and, condenuog on our hair and the breasts of 
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our coate, gave oa the appearance of being powdered 

witli fine snow. C 's red coantenaoce assumed a 

redder hue by contrast, and he cat a very comical figure 
irhen his hnshy whiskers changed from their natural 
aubam hne to a pure white, under the inflnence of this 
icy oovenng. The skipper, who all this while had been 
flaondering slowly among tiie deep bdow, through whi(di 
his short legs were but ill calculated to carry him, sud- 
denly irtieeled round, and presented to our view the 
phenomenon of a rery red warm fetce, and an extremely 
livid cold nose thereunto affixed. We instantly apprised 
him of the fact that his nose was frozen, which he would 
scarcely believe for some time; however, he was soon 
convinced; and after a few minutes' hard rubbing, it was 
restored to it« usual temperature. 

We had hitherto been walking through the thick 
woods near the river's bank ; but finding no white pfurt- 
ridges there, we stretched out into the frozen swunps, 
which now presented large fields and phiins of compact 
snow, studded here and there with clumps and thickets 
of willows. Among these we soon discovered fresh tradu 
of lords in ihe snow, whereat the skipper became excited 
(the sport being quite new to him), and expressed his 
belief, in a hoarse whisper, that they were not (or off. 
He even went the length of endeaYOuring to w^ on 
tiptoe, but being unable, from the weight of his snow- 
shoes, to accomplish tiaa, he only tripped himself and, 
falling with a stunning crash through a haga dried-up 
bush, buried his head, shoulders, and gun in the snow. 
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Whir-r^r I went the birds — crack I baog I wwit C 's 

gun, and down came two partridges ; while the nnfortu-. 
sate skipper, scarce taking time to clear his eyes from 
anow, in his anxiety to get a shot, started up, wmed at 
the birds, and blew the top of a willow, which stood a 
eouple of feet before him, into a thoiuand atoms. The 
partridges were -rery tame, and only flew to a neigb- 
bonring clamp of bushes, where they alighted. Mean- 
while C picked np his birds, and while reloading 

im gun, complimented the skipper upon the beautiful 
manner in which he pointed. To this he traswered not, 
bat, raising his gnn, let drire at a solitary bird, which 
either &om fear or aatoniahment had remmned behind 
the rest, and escaped detection until now, owing to its 
resemblance to the surrounding snow. He fortunately 
succeeded in hitting tlus time, and ba^^ed it with great 
exultation. Our next essay was even more succesdul. 
The skipper fired at one which he saw ^tting near him, 
killed it, and also two more which he had not seen, but 
which had happened to be in a line with the shot, and 

C and I killed a brace each when they took wing. 

Duijng the whole day we wandered about the woods, 
sometimes killing a few ptarmigan, and occasionally a 
kind of grouse, which are called by the people of the 
oountry wood partridges. Whilst sanntering slowly 
along in the afternoon, a rabtdt darted across our path ; 
the skipper fired at it without even putting the gun to 
his shoulder, and to his utter astonishment killed it. 
After this we turned t« retrace our steps, thinl^ing that 



Dig,: .=^:i by Google 



154 HODBON'S BAT. 

as our game-bagB vere prettj neu'ly fhll, we bad d(«te 
enough for one day. Our sport was not done, howerwr; 
we came suddenly upon a large flock of ptannigan, bq 
tame that they would not fly, but merely ran from w » 
little way at the noise of each shot The firing tjiat now 

commenced was quite terrific. C fired till both barr 

relsof bis giin were stopped up; the skipper fired till log 
powder and shot were done ; and I fired till — / sJdaiud 
my tonffue / Lest any one should feet surprised at ti» 
last statement, I may as well explun how llus happened^ 
The cold had become bo intense, and my bands so be- 
numbed with loading, that the thumb at last obstinat^ 
refofied to open the spring of my powder-flaak. A partr 
ridge was sitting impud^itly before me, bo that in ibe 
fear of lorang Uie shot, I thought of trying to open it 
with my teeth. In the execution of this plan, I put Uie 
brass handle to my mouth, and my tongue baj^iening to 
come in contact with it, stuck fast thereto, — or, in otfai^ 
words, was frozen to it. Upon discovering this, I in- 
stantiy palled the fla^ away, and with it a piece of Bkm 
about the raze oi a sixpence ; and, baring acbiered this 
little feat, we once more bent our steps homeward. 

During our walk the day had darkened, and the sk^ 
inseurably become OTercaat. Solitary flakes of rajow fifl 
here and there around os, and a low moaning wund. as 
of distant wind, came moumfolly down through tlie 
sombre trees, and, eddying round their trunks in little 
gusts, gently moved the branches, and died away in tbe 
-distance. With an uneasy glance at these nndonbtod 
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iri^ oi an api^oaching stonn, we bftsteoed towards the 
fA<t as faBt as onr loads perniitted us, but had little hope 
af reaching it before the first borst of Uie gale. Mature 
had laid aside her sparkling jewels, and was now dressed 
in her simple robe of white. Dark leaden clouds rose 
tffi the northern fatHWm, and the distant howling of the 
sold, cold wind stmck mournfully on our ears, as it 
roshed &eeh and bitterly jaerdng ftom the Arctic seas, 
tflanng madly over the fi-osen phuns, and driring clouds 
«f hail and snow before it. Whew 1 how it dashed along 
—scouring wildly over the ground, as if maddened by 
&e slight reastance offered to it by the swaying bushes, 
and hurrying impetuously forward to seek a more worthy 
olijeot on which to spend its bitter fliryl Whewl how 
it curled around our limbs, catching up mountains of snow 
utto the air, and dashing tliem into imptdpable dust 
agunst our wretched faces. Oh! it was bitterly, bitterly 
cold. If^otwithstanding our thick wrappings, we felt as if 
dothed in gauze ; while our faces seemed to collapse and 
wrinkle up as we turned them from the wind and hid 
Aern in our mittens. One or two flocks of ptarmigan, 
scared by the storm, flew swiftly past us, and sought 
tdtelter in the neighbouring forest. We qui<^y followed 
tEeir example, and, avuling ourselves of the partial shel- 
ter of tJie trees, made the beet of oar way back to the 

. tart, where we arrived just as it was getting dark, and 
entered the warm precincts of Bachelors' Hall, like three 

^animated marble statues, so completely were we covered 

' from, head to foot with snow. 
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It was Guriotis to observe the change that took pUes 
in the appearance of our gaxa aiber we entered the warm 
room. The barrels, and every bit of metal upon them, 
instantly became white, Uke ground glass I This pheuo- 
menon was caused by the cocdensation and freezing of 
the moist atmosphere of the room upon the cold iron. 
Any piece of metal, when brought suddenly out of such 
intense cold into a warm room, will in this way become 
covered with a pure white coating of hoarfrost. It does 
not remain long in this Btate, however, as the warmth of 
the room soon heats the metal and melts the ice. Thus, 
in about ten minutes our guns assumed three diff«%nt 
appearances ; when we entered the house, they were 
clear, polished, and dry ; in five minutes they were white 
as snow ; and in Eve more, dripping wet I 

On ihb following morning a small party of Indians 

arrived with fbrs, and Mr W went with tliem to the 

trading-room, whither I accompanied him. 

The trading-room, or, as it is frequently called, the 
Indian shop, was much like what is called a store in the 
United States. It contained every imi^^nable commodity 
likely to be needed by Indians. On vaiious shelves were 
piled bales of cloth of all colours, capotes, blankets, caps, 
ike., uid in smaller divisioos were placed files, scalping- 
knivea, gun-screws, flints, balls of twine, fire-steds, 
caooe-awls, and glass beads of all colours, sizes, and de- 
Bcriptions. Drawers in the counter contiuned needles,, 
pins, scissors, thimbles, fish-hooks, and vermilion for. 
pfunting canoes and faces. The floor was strewn with a 
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Toriety of copper and tin kettles, from htdf-a-pint to a 
gallon ; and on a stand in the farthest comer of the room, 
stood about a dozen trading guns, and beside them a keg 
of powder and a box of shot. 

Upon our entrance into this room, trade began. First 
of aU, an old Indian laid a pack of furs upon the counter, 

which Mr W counted and valued, Having done 

this, he marked the amount opposite the old man's name 
in his " Indian book," and then handed him a number of 
small piec^ of wood. The use of these pieces of wood is 
explained in the third chapter. The Indian then began 
to look about him, openii^ his eyes gradually, as he 
endeavoured to find out which of the many things before 
him he would like to have. Sympathising with his eyes, 
his mouth slowly opened also ; and having remained in 

this state for some time, the former looked at Mr W , 

and the latter pronounced ahcoup (blanket). Having 
received the blanket, he paid the requisite number of 
bits of wood for it, and became abstracted again. In 
this way he bought a gun, several yards of cloth, a few 
beads, &c., till all his sticks were gone, and he made 
way for another. The Indians were uncommonly slow, 

however, and Mr W and I returned to the house in 

a couple of hours, with very cold toes and fingers, and 
exceedingly blue noses. 

During winter we breakfasted usually at nine o'clock, 
then sat down to the desk till one, when we dined. After 
dimter we resumed our pens till six, when we had tea, 
and then wrote again till eight, after which we either 
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amused oarselves with books (of which we had a few)^ 
kicked up a row ; or, patting on our snow-shoes, went 
off to pay a mo<Hi]i^t vifut to our traps. On Wednes- 
days and Stdurdays, however, we did no work, and 
generaUy spent these days in shoodng. 

It is only at the few principal establishments of the 
Company, where the accoimts of the country are collected 
annually, to be forwarded to the Hudson's Bay Houae in 
London, that so much writing is necessary. 

Aa the Christmas hohdaya approached, we prepared 
for the amusements of that joyous season. On the 
morning before Christmaa, a gentleman who had spent 
the first part of the winter all alone at his outpost, 
arrived to pass the holidays at York Factory, We were 
greatly dehghted to have a new lace to look at, having 
seen no one but ourselves funce the ship left for England, 
nearly four months before. 

Our vintor, Mr K , had travelled in a dog caiiole. 

This machine is very narrow, just broad enough to admit 
one person. It is a wooden frame covered with deer- 
skin parchment, p^ted gaudily, and is generally drawn 
by four Esquimaux dogs.* 

Christmas morning dawned, and I opened my eyes to 
behold the sun ^hing brightly on the window, in its 
endeavours to make a forcible entry into my room, 

* He tr&Teller sHa, or rather Uea io it, wn^ped in bn&lo robea ; 
while the dogs are urged forward by a man who walks behiiu^ and 
prevents (he machine from upsetting, wMcb it is Terj liable to do, from 
the iueqnalitieB of the gronud over which it sometimeB puses. 
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tiirongh ihe thick hoarfrost which covered the panes. 
Presently I became aware of a gentle breathing near me, 
and, turning my eyes slowly round, I beheld my com- 

pauion C standing on tiptoe, with a tremendous grin 

on his countenance, and a huge pillow in his hands, 
which was in the rery act of descending upon my devoted 
head. To collapse into the smallest possible compass, 
and present the most invulnerable part of my body to 
the blow, was the work of im instant, when down came 
the pillow, bang I " Hooroo I hurroO 1 hnrroo I a merry 

Christmas to you, you rascal I " shouted C . Bang I 

bang I went the pillow. " Turn out of that, you lazy 
hunp of plethoric somnolesGence," whack — and, twirling 
the iQ-used pillow round his head, my facetions friend 
rushed from the room to beetow upon the other occupants 
of the HaU a similar salutation. Upon recovering from 
the effects (rf my pommelling, I sprang from bed and 
donned my clothes with all speed, and then went to pay 

my fnend Mr W the compliments of the season. In 

passing through the Hall for this purpose, I discovered 

C struggling in the arms of the skipper, who, having 

wrested the piDow from him, was now endeavouring t« 
duHittle him partially. I gently shut and fastened the 
door of their room, purposing to detain them there till 
wry nearly too kite for breakfast, and then sat down 

with Mr W , to discuss our intended proceedings 

during the day. These were — ^firstly, that we should go 
and pay a ceremonious vi^t to the men ; secondly, that 
we should breakfast ; thirdly, that we should go out ta 
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flboot pEirtradgeB ; fourthly, that we should return to 
dinner at five ; and, fifthly, that we should give a ball in 
Badielors' Hall in the evening, to which were to be in- 
vited all the men at the fort, and all the Indians, men. 
women, and children, inhabiting the country for thirty 
miles round. As the hitter, however, did not amount to 
above twenty, we did not fear that more would come 
than our hall was calculated to accommodate. In paiv 
euance, then, of these resolutions, I cleaned my gaa^ 
freed my piisoners just as the breakEast bell was ringing 
imd shortly alterwardH went out to shoot. I will not 
drag the reader after me, but merely say, that we aQ 
returned about dusk, with game-bags fUU, and a^ipetiteB 
ravenous. 

Our Christmas dinner was a good one, in a substantifd 
point of view, and a very pleasant one, in a social point 
of view. We ate it in the winter mess-room, and really 
(for Hudson's Bay) this was quite a snug and highly de- 
corated apartment. True, there was no carpet on the 
floor, and the churs were home-made ; but, then, the 
table was mahogany, trad the walls were hung round with 
several large engravings in bird's-eye maple frames. The 
stove, too, was brightly polished with black lead, mad ihe 
painting of the room had been executed with a view to 
sinking dumb those innocent individuals who had spent 
the greater part of their Uves at outposts, and wore, con- 
sequently, accustomed to domiciles and fiirniture of the 
simplest and most onomamental description. On the pre- 
sent grand occa^on, the mess-room was illuminated by 
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an argand lamp, and the table covered with a enow- 
white cloth, whereon reposed a platter, contEuning a 
beautiful, fat, plump wild-goose, which had a sort of 
eome-eat-me-up-quick-elsc-I'll-melt expression about it 
that was painfully dehcious. Opposite to this, smoked a 
huge roast of beef, to procure which, one of our most 
ageless draught oien had been sacrificed. This, with a 
dozen of white partridges, aud a large piece of salt pork, 
composed our dinner. But the greatest rarities on the 
board were two large decanters of port wine, and two 
■mailer ones of madeira. These were flanked by tum- 
blers and glasses ; and truly, upon the whole, our dinner 
made a goodly show. 

" Come away, gentlemen," said Mr H , as we 

entered the room and approached the stove where he 
stood, smiling with that benign expresuon of countenance 
peculiar to stout, good-natured gentlemen at this season, 
and at this particular hour. " Your walk must have 
idiarpened your appetites ; sit down, sit down. This way, 

doctor, at near me ; find a place, Mr B , beside your 

friend C there ; take the foot, Mr W ; " and 

amid a shower of such familiar phrases we seated our- 
selves and began. 

At the top of the table sat Mr H , indistinctly 

Tisible through the steam that rose from the wild-goose 
before him. On his right and left sat the doctor and the 
accountant, and down from them sat the skipper, four 

clerks, and Mr W , whose honest face beamed with 

philanthropic smiles at the foot of the table. Loud was 
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the mirth and fim that reigned on this eventful da; 
within the walls of the highly decorated room at York 

Factory. Bland waa the expreaeiion of Mr H 's face, 

when he asked each of the young clerks to drink wine 
with him in succession ; and great waa the confidence 
which thereby inspired the said clerks, prompting them 
to the perpetration of several rash and unparalleled 
pieces of presumption, such as drinking wine with eadi 
other (an act of ft'ee-will on their part almost nnpre* 
cedented), and indulging in sundry sly piecee of covert 
humour, such as handing the vinegar to each other when 
the salt was requested, and becoming profusely apologetic 
upon discovering their mistake. But the wildest storm 
is often succeeded by the greatest calm, and the moat 
hilarious mirth by the most solemn gravity. In the 

midst of our fun, Mr H proposed a toast. Each 

filled a bumper, and silraice reigned around, while he 
raised his glass, and said, " I^et us drink to absent friends." 
We each whispered " absent friends," and set our glasses 
down in edlence, while our minds flew back to the scenes 
of former days, and we mingled ag^ in spirit with our 
dear, dear friends at home. How different the ujirth of 
the loved ones there, circling round the winter heartii, 
from that of the men seated round the Christmas table in 
the Nor'- West wilderness I I question very much if this 
toast was ever drunk with a more thorough appreciation 
of its melancholy import, than upon the present memo- 
rable occasion. Our sad feelings, however, were speedily 
put to flight, and our gravity routed, when the skipper. 
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with cluifaotenstio modesty, proposed " the ladies ; " 
which toiiBt we drank with a hearty good-will, although, 
indeed, the former included them, ioaamnch as they abo 
were absent friends — the only one within two hundred 
and fifty miles of us being Mr H 's wife. 

What a magical effect Indies have upon the male sex, 
to be sure I Although huudredB oi miles distant from an 
unmarried specimen of the species, upon the mere mention 
of tJieir name there was instantly a perceptible alteration 
for the better in the looks of the whole party. Mr 

W unconsciously arranged his hair a little more 

becomingly, as if his Udye-love were actually looking at 
him ; and the skipper afterwards confessed that his heart 
had bounded suddenly out of his breast, across the snowy 
Ullows of the Atlantic, and come smash down on the 
wharf at Plymouth dock, where he had seen the last 
wave of Nancy's checked cotton neckerchief when he left 
the shores of Old England. 

Just as we had reached the above climax, the sound of 
a fiddle struck upon our ears, aaA reminded us th^ our 
guests who had been invited to the ball were ready ; so, 
emptying our glassea, we left the dining-room, and 
adjourned to the Hall. 

Here a scene of the oddest description presented itself. 
The room was lit up by means of a number of tallow 
candles, stuck in tin sconces round the walls. On benches 
and chairs sat the Orkneymen and Canadian half-breeds 
of the establishment, in their Sunday jackete and capotes ; 
while here and there the dark visage of an Indian peered 
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out &om among tiieir white ones. But round the stove 
— which had been removed to one fdde to leave space for 
the dancers — the straDgest ^oup was collected. Squat- 
ting down on the floor, in every ungracefiil attitude imsr 
^nable, sat about a dozen Indian women, dressed in 
printed caUco gowns, the chief peculiarity of which was 
the immense size of the balloon-shaped sleeves, and the 
e:itreme scantJness, both in length and width, of the 
skirts. Coloured handkerchiefs covered their heads, 
and ornamented moccasins decorated their feet ; besides 
which, each one wore a blanket in the form of a shawl, 
which they put o£F before standing up to dance. They 
weie chatting and talking to each other with great volo- 
bihty, occasionally casting a glance behind them, where 
at least half a dozen infantB stood bolt upright in their 
tight-laced cradles. On a ch^ in a corner near the 
store sat a young good-looking Indian, with a fiddle of 
his own making beside him. This was our Faganini; 
and beside him sat an Indian boy with a kettle-drum, on 
which he tapped occasionally, as if anxious that the ball 
should begin. 

All this flashed upon our eyes ; but we had not much 
time for contemplating it ; as, the moment we entered, 
the women simultaneously rose, and coming modestly 

forward to Mr W , who was the senior of the party, 

saluted him, one after another 1 I bad been told that 
this was a custom of the ladies on Christmas day, and 
was consequently not quite unprepared to go through 
ihe ordeaL But when I looked at the superhumaa 
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ngliness of some of the did ones, when I gazed at the 
immense, and in some cases toothless chasms that were 
pressed to my senior's lips, and that gradually, like a 
hideous nightmare, approached me ; and when I reflected 
tiiat these aame mouths might have in former days 
demolished a few children, my courage forsook me, and 
I entert^ned for a moment the idea of bolting. The 
doctor seemed to labour under the same di^nclination 
with myself; for, when they advanced to him, he refused 
to bend his head, and, being upwards of six feet high, 
they of course were obliged to pass him. They looked, 
however, so much disappointed at this, and withal so very 
modest, that I really felt for them, and prepared to 
sabmit to my fate with the best grace possible. A 
horrible old h£^ advanced towards me, the perfect em- 
bodiment of a nightmare, with a fearful grin on her 
eountenance. I shut my eyes. Suddenly a bright idea 
flashed across my mind ; I stooped down, with apparent 
good-will, to salute her ; but just as our lips were about 
to meet, I slightly jerked up my head, and she kissed 
my cMn. Oh, happy thought! They were all quite 
totisfied, and attributed the accident, no doubt, to their 
own clumsiness. 

This ceremony over, we each chose partners, the fiddle 
struck up, and the ball began. Scotch reels were the 
only dances known by the majority of the guests, so we 
confined ourselves entirely to them. 

The Indian women afibrded na a good deal of amuse- 
ment during the evening. Of all imgraceful beings thcj 
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are the most nngraceful ; and of all aocomplishments, 
danrang is the one in which they shine least. There is 
DO rapid modoo of the feet, no lively expression of the 
countenance ; bnt, with a slow, regular, up-and-down 
motion, they stalk through the figure with extreme 
gravity. They seemed to enjoy it amazmgly, however, 
and scarcely allowed the poor fiddler a moment's rest 
during the whole evening. 

Between eleven and twelve o'clock our two tables were 
put togetlier, and spread with several towels ; thus 
forming a pretty respectable supper table, which would 
have been perfect, had not the one part been three inches 
higher than the other. On it was placed a huge dish of 
cold Tcnison, and a monstrous iron kettle of tea. Tias, 
with sugar, bread, and a lump of salt butter, completed 
the entertainment, to which the Indians sat down. They 
enjoyed it very much, at least so I judged from the rapid 
manner in which the viands disappeared, and the inces- 
sant chattering and giggling kept up at intervals. After 
all were satisfied, the guests departed in a state of great 
happiness, particularly the ladies, who tied up the rem- 
nants of the supper in their handkercluefe, and carried 
them away. 

Before concluding the description of our Christmas 
doings, I may as well mention a circumstance which 
resulted from the effects of the ball, as it shows in a 
curious manner the severity of the climate at York Fac- 
tory. In consequence of the breathing of so many people 
in so small a room, for such a length of time, the walls 
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had become quite damp, and ere the guests departed, 
moisture was trickling down in man; places. During 
the night, this moisture was frozen ; and, on rising the 
following morning, I found, to my astonishment, that 
Bachelors' Hall was apparently converted into a palace 
of crystal. The walls and ceiling were thickly coated 
with beautiful minute crystaUine flowers, not sticking flat 
upon them, but projecting outwards in various directions, 
thus ^ring the whole apartment a cheerful light appear- 
ance, quite indescribable. The moment our stove was 
heated, however, the crystals became fluid, and ere long 
evaporated, leaving the walla exposed in all their original 
dinginess. 

Winter passed away ; but not slowly, or by degrees, 
A winter of so long duration could not be expected to 
^ve up its dominion vdthout a struggle. In October it 
began, and in November its empire was estabUshed. 
During December, January, February, March, and 
April, it reigned unmolested, in steadfast bitternoss ; 
inclomng in its icy bands, and retaining in torpid frigi- 
dity, the whole inanimate and vegetable creation. But 
in May its powerful enemy, caloric, made a decided 
attack upon the empire, and dealt hoary wint«r a stun- 
ning blow. 

About the beginning of April a slight thaw occurred, 
the first that had taken place smce the conamencement 
of winter ; but this was speedily succeeded by hard frost, 
irhich continued till the second week in May, when thaw 
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set in SO steadily, that in a few days the appearance o^ 
the country entirely changed. 

On the 12th of May, Hayes Kirer, which had been 
covered for nearly eight months with a coat of ice up- 
wai^ of ai feet thick, gave way before the floods 
occasioned by the melting snow; and all the inmates 
of the fort rushed out to the banks upon hearing the' 
news that the river was " going." On reaching the ' 
gate, the sublimity of the spectacle that met our gaze' 
can scarcely be imagined. The noble river, here nearly 
two miles broad, was entirely covered with huge blocks 
and jagged lumps of ice, rolling and dashing agiunst ' 
each other in chaotic confusion, as the swelling floods 
heaved them up, and swept them with irresistible force 
towards Hudson's Bay. In one place, where the masses : 
were too closely packed to admit of violent colUsion, 
^ey ground ag^nst each other with a slow but powerful 
motion, that curled their hard edges up like paper, till 
the smaller lumps, unable to bear the pressure, were 
ground to powder, and with a loud crash the rest hurried - 
on to renew the struggle elsewhere ; while the ice above, ' 
whirling swiftly round in the clear space thus formed, as - 
if delighted at its sudden release, hurried onwards. Id 
another place, where it was not so closely packed, a - 
huge lump suddenly grounded on a shallow ; and in a - 
moment the rolling masses, which were hurrying to- -■ 
wfurds the sea with the velocity of a cataract, were pre- 
dpitated on it with a noise like thunder, and the tremen- ' 
douB pressure from above, forcing block upon block with -'■ 
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ft load hissing noise, raised, as if by ma^c, an icy castle 
in the air, which, ere its pinnacles had pointed for a 
second to the skj, fell with stunning violence into the 
boiling flood from whence it rose. In a short time after- 
wards the mouth of the river became ho full of ice that 
it stuck there, and in less than an hour the water rose 
ten or fifteen feet, nearly to a level with the top of the 
bank. In this state it continued for a week ; and then, 
about the end of May, the whole floated quietly out to 
sea, and the cheerful river gurgled along its bed with 
many a curling eddy and watery dimple rippling its 
placid face, as if it smiled to think of having overcome 
its powerful enemy, and at last buret its prison walls. 

Although the river was free, many a sign of winter 
yet rem^ed around our forest home. The islands in 
the middle of the stream were covered with huge masses 
of ice, many of which were piled up to a height of 
twenty feet. All along the banks, too, it was strewn 
thickly ; while in the woods snow still lay in many places 
leveral feet deep. In time, however, these last evidences 
of the mighty power of winter gave way before the warm 
embraces of spring. Bushes and trees began to bud, 
gushing riUs to flow, frogs to whistle in the swamp, and 
dueks to sport upon the river, while the hoarse cry of 
the wild-goose, the whistUng wings of teal, and all the 
other sounds and cries of the long-absent inhabitants of 
the marshes, gave life and animation to the scene. 
Of^Q has nature been described as falling asleep in the 
anna of winter, and awaking at the touch of spring ; but 
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nowhere is this ^mile so strikingl; illuatrated as in these 
hyperborean climes, where, for eight long silent months, 
nature falls into a slmnber so deep and nnbroken that 
death eeems a fitter Bimile than sleep, and then btirsta 
into a life so bright, so joyous, so teeming with animal 
and Tegetable vitahty, and, specially when contrasted 
with her previous torpidity, so noisy, that awakening 
fi^m deep gives no adequate idea of the change. 

Now was the time that our guns were cleaned with 
peculiar care, and regarded with a sort of brotherly 
affection. Not that we despised the sports of winter, 
but we infinitely preferred those of spring. 

Young C and I were inseparable companionn; 

we had slept in the same room, hunted over the same 
ground, and scribbled at the same desk, during the 
whole winter, and now we purchased a small hunting 
canoe from an Indian, for the purpose of roaming about 
tvgether in spring. Our excursions were always amusing; 
and as a description of one of them may perhaps prove 
interesting to the reader, I ehall atarais 

A CANOE EXCURSION ON THE SHORES OF HUDSON'S BAT. 

It is needless to say that the day wo chose was fine ; 
that the sun shone brightly ; that the curling eddies of 
the river smiled sweetly ; that the jagged pinnacles of 
the blocks of ice along shore, which had not yet melted, 
sparkled brilliantly ; that the tresh green foliage of the 
trees contrasted oddly with these white masses; that 
C and I shouldered our canoe between us, attest 
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bvnng placed our guns, &c., in it, and walked lightlj 
dowB to the river btink under our burden. It is need- 
less, I say, to describe all this minately, as it wonld be 
unnecessai'y waste of my pens, ink, and paper. It is 
sufficient to say, that ive were soon out in the middle of 
the stream, floating gently down the current towards the 
point of marsh, which was to be the scene of our exploits. 
The day was indeed beaatiAil, and bo very cahn tuid 
still, that the glassy water reflected every little cloud in 
the sky ; and on the eeaward horiEon every thing was 
quivering and magically turned upside down — islands, 
trees, icebergs, and alll A solitary gull, which stood 
not far off upon a stone, looked bo preposterously huge 
firom the same atmospherical came, that I would bare 
laughed immoderately, had I had energy to do bo; but I 
was too much wrapt in placid enjoyment of the scene to 
^ve way to boisterous mirtb. The air was so calm that 
the plaintive cries of thousands of wild-fowl which covered 
the point of marsh struck faintly on onr ears. " Ahl " 
thought 1 1 — ^but I need not say what I thought. I 
grasped my powder-flask and shook it — it was fidl, 
crammed full! I felt my shot-belt — it was fat, very 
fat, bursting with shot! Our two guns lay side by aide, 
vying in brightness ; their flints quite new and sharp, and 
standing up in a lively, wide-awake sort of way, as much 
as to say, " If you do not let me go, I'll go bang off by 
myself!" Happiness is sometimes too strong to be en- 
joyed quietly ; and C and I, feeling that we could 

keep it dovrn no longer, burst simultaneously into a yell 
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that rent the air, and, seizing the paddles, made our 
Bght canoe spring over the water, while we vented onr 
feelings in a lively song, which reaching the astonished 
ears of the aforementioned preposterously large gull, 
caused its precipitate departure. 

In half an hour we reached the point ; and drag^ng 
the canoe above high-water mark, shouldered our guns, 
and, with long strides, proceeded over the swamp in 
search of game. 

We had little doaht of having good sport, for the 
whole point away to the horizon was teeming with ducks 
and plover. We had scarcely gone a hundred yards ere 

a large widgeon rose from behind a. bush, and C , 

who was in advance, brought it down. As we plodded 
on, the faint cry of a wild-goose caused us to squat down 
suddenly behind a neighbouring bush, from which retreat 
we gazed round to see where our friends were. Another 
cry from behind attra^^ed our attention ; and far away 
on the horizon we saw a large flock of geese flying in a 
mathematically correct triangle. Now, although far out 
of shot, and almost out of sight, we did not despair a! 
getting one of these birds ; for, by imitating their cry, 
there was a possibility of attracting them towards UB. 
Geese often answer to a call in this way, if well imitated, 
particularly in spnng, as they imagine that their bends' 
have found a good feeding-place, and wish them to alight. 

Knowing this, C and I continued in our squatting 

position — utterly unmindful, in the exdtement of the 
moment, of the fact that the water of the swamp lay in- 
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the Btuue proximity to oar persons ob a chair dooB when 
we sit down on it — and commenced to yell and scream 
Tociferously in imitation of geese ; for which, doubtless, 
many people unacquainted with our purpose would have 
taken us. At first our call seemed to make no impres> 
won on them ; but gradually they bent into a curve, and 
sweeping romid in a long ^cle, came nearer to us, while 
we continued to shout at the top of our voices. How 
they ever mistook our bad imitation of the cry for the 
voices of real geese, I cannot tell — probably they thought 
we had colds or sore throats; at uiy rate they came 
nearer and nearer, screaming to ub in return, till at last 
they ceased to flap their wings, and sailed slowly over 
the bush behind which wo were ensconced, with their 
long necks Btretched str^ght out, and their heads a 
little to one side, looking down for their friends. Upon 
discovering their mistake, and beholding two human 
bemgs instead of geese within a few yards of them, the 
sensation created among them was tremendous, and the 
racket they kicked up in trying to &j from us was 
terrific ; but it was too late. The moment we saw that 
they had discovered us, our guns poured forth their 
contents, and two out of the fiock fell with a lumbering 
smash upon the ground, while a third went off wounded, 
aad after wavering in its flight for a little, sank slowly 
to the ground. Having bagged our game, we pro- 
ceeded, and ere long filled onr b^s with ducks, geese, 
aad plover. Towards the afternoon we arrived at a tent 
beltnging to as old Indian called Uorris. With this 
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dingy gentlenuui we agreed to dine, and accordinglj 
bent our steps towards his habitation. Here we found 
the old Indian uid his wife squatting down oa the flotv 
and wreathed in smoke, partly from the wood fire which 
burned in the middle of the tent, and partly from the 
tobacco pipes Btu<^ in th^r respective mouths. Old 
Morris was engaged in preparing a kettle of pea-soup, in 
which were boiled several plover, and a large white owl 
(these same owls, by the way, are, when skinned, comi- 
cally like very young babies,) while his wife was eng^ed 
in ornamenting a piur of moccasins with dyed quills. On 
our entrance, the old man removed his pipe, and caet an 
inquiring glance into the soup kettle; this i^parently 
gave him immense satisfaction, as he tamed to na with a 
amiliog countenance, and remarked (for he could epeok 
eapital Enghsh, having spent the most of his life near 
York Factory) that " duck plenty, but he too hold to 
shoot much ; obhged to Aeat AowL" This we agreed was 
imcommonly hard, and after presenting him with several 
ducks and a goose, proposed an inspection of the contents 
of the kettle, which being ^reed to, we demolished nearly 
half of the soup, and left him taii his wife to " Aeat " the 
" Aowl." After resting an hour with this hospitable 
fellow, we departed, to prepare our encampment ere it 
became dark, as we inteoded pasHng the night in the 
Bwamps, under onr canoe. Near the tent we passed a 
fox-trap set on the top of a pole, and, on inqoiring, found 
that this was the machine in which Old Morris caught his 
" Aowls." The white owl is a v^y lai^e and beautiful 
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bird, Bometimea nearly as Urge aa a BwaD. I shot one 
which measured five feet three inches across the wings, 
when expanded. They are in the habit of atighting upon 
the tops of blighted trees, and poles of any kind, which 
happen to stand conspicuously apart from tiie forest trees, 
for the purpose, probably, of watching for mice and little 
birds, on which they prey. Taking advantage of tlm 
habit, the Indian plants his trap on the top of a bare 
tree, so that, when the owl alights, it ia generally caught 
by the legs. 

Our walk back to the place where we had loft the 
canoe was very exbansting, as we had nearly tired our< 
selres out before thinking of returning. This ia yery 
often the case wi^ eager sportsmen, aa they follow the 
game till quite exhausted, and only then it strikes them 
that they have got aa long a walk back aa they had in 
going out. I recollect this happening once to myself. 
I had walked so far away into the forest after wiM-fowl, 
that I forgot tuae and distance in the ardour of the pur- 
suit, and only thought of returning when quite knocked 
up. The walk back was truly wretched. I was obliged 
to rest every ten minutes, as, besides being tired, I be- 
came faint from hunger. On the way I stumbled on the 
nest of a plover, with one egg in it. This was a great 
acquisition; so, seating myself on a stone, I made my 
(dnner of it, raw. Being very small, it did not do me 
much good, but it inspired me with courage ; and, mak- 
ing a last effort, I reached the encampment in a very 
unenviable state of exhaustion. 
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After an hour's walk, C ■■ — and I arrived at the place 
vhere we left the canoe. 

Our first care was to select a dry spot whereon to 
Bleep, which was not an easy matter in such a swampy 
place. We found one at last, however, under the shelter 
of a small willow bush. Thither we dragged the canoe, 
and turned it bottom up, intending to creep in below it 
when we retired to rest. After a long search on the 
■ea-shore, we found a snfBciency of driftwood to make 
a fire, which we carried up to the encampment, and 
placed in a heap in ft-ont of the canoe. This was soon 
kindled by means of a flint and steel, and the forked 
flames began in a few minutes to rise and leap arotmd 
the branches, throwing the swampy point into deeper 
shadow, making the sea look cold and blue, and the ice 
upon its surface ghost-like. The interior of our in- 
verted canoe looked really quite cheerful and snug, under 
the influence of the fire's rosy light. And when we had 
spread our blankets under it, plucked and cleaned two 
of the fattest ducks, and stuck them on sticks before the 
blaze to roast, we agreed that there were worse things 
in nature than an encampment in the swamps. 

Ere long, the night became pitchy dark ; but although 
we could see nothing, yet ever and anon the whistling 
wings of ducks became audible, as they passed in flocks 
over-head. So often did they pass in this way, that at 
last I waa tempted to try to get a shot at them, notwith- 
standing the apparent hopelessness of such an attempt ; 
so, seizing my gun, and leaving strict injunctions with 
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• 

C ' to attend to the roasting at my widgeon, I sallied 
forth, and, after getting beyond the light of the fire, 
endeavoured to peer through the gloom. Nothing was to 
be seen, however. Flocks of ducks were passing quite 
near, for I heard their wings whizzing as thej flew, but 
they were q^uite invisible ; bo at last, becoming tired of 
standing up to my knees in water, I pointed my gun at 
random at the next flock that passed, and fired. After 
the shot, I listened intently for a few seconds, and tiie 
next moment a splash in the water apprised me that the 
shot had taken effect. After a long search I found the 

bird, and returned to my finend C , whom I threw 

into a terrible state of consternation, by pitehing the 
dead duck into his lap as he sat winking and rubbing his 
hands before the warm blaze. 

Supper in these out-of-the-way regions is never long 
in tile eating, and on tlie present occaffion we finished it 
very quickly, being both hungry and fatigued. That 
over, we heaped fresh logs upon the fire, wrapped our 
green blankets round us, and, nestling close together, as 
much underneath our canoe as posable, courted the 
drowsy god. In this courtship I was unsuccessful for 
some time, and lay gazing on the flickering flames of the 
watoh-fire, which illuminated the grass of the marsh a 
little distance round ; and listening, in a sort of dreamy 
fehcity, to the occasional cry of a wakeful plover, or 
starting suddenly at the flapping wings of a huge owl, 
which, attracted by the light of our fire, wheeled slowly 
round, garing on us in a kind of solemn astonishment, 
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till, scared by the sounds that proceeded from C 'b 

oasal organ, it flew nith a scream into the dark night 
air ; and ag^ all was silent, save the protracted, solemn, 
sweeping boom of the distant waves, as they rolled at 
long intervals upon the sea-shore. During the night we 
were awakened by a shower of r^ falling upon our feet, 
and as much of our legs as the canoe was incapable of 
protecting. Fulling them up more under shelter, at the 
expense of exposing our knees and elbows — ^for the canoe 
could not completely cover us — we each gave a mournful 
grunt,. and dropped off agun. 

Morning broke with unclouded splendour, and we roee 
irom our grassy couch with alacrity to resume our sport ; 
but I will not ag^n drag my patient reader through the 
point of marsh. 

In the afternoon, having spent our ammunition, we 
launched our light canoe, and after an hour's paddle up 
the river, arrived, laden with game and splashed widti 
mud, at York Factory. 
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CHAPTBE VIII. 



On the afternoon of tbe 20th of June 1845, I sat in m; 
room at York Fort, musing on the probability of my being 
dispatched to some other part of the Company's wide 
dominions. 

The season approached when changes from one part 
of the country to another might be expected, and boats 
began to arrive from the interior. Two years of fun imd 
frolic had I spent on the coast, and I waa beginning to 
wish to be sent once more upon my traveiB, particularly 
as the busy season was about to conmience, and the hot 
weather to set in. 

As I Bat cogitating, my brother scribblers called me t<i 
join them in a abort promenade upon tbe wharf, prepa- 
ratory to resuming our pens. Just as we reached it, a 
small Indian canoe from the interior swept round the 
point above the factory, and came rapidly forward, th^ 
Bparkling water foaming past her sharp bow as she made 
towu-ds tbe landing. , 



Dig,: .=^:i by Google 



180 HTIDSOK'B BAT. 

At almoet any Ume an arriTal causes a great deal of 
interest in this out-of-the-way place ; but an arrival of 
tim sort, for the cajioe was evidently an expreae, threw 
us into a fever of excitement, which was greatly increased 
when we found that it contained dispatches from head- 
quarters ; and many speculative remarks pa^ed among 
ns as we hurried up to our Hall, there to wut in anxious 
expectation for a Iett«r or an order to appear instanter 

before Mr H . Our patience was severely tried, 

however, and we began to think there was no news at all, 
when Qibeault, the butler, turned the comer, and came 
towards our door. We immediately rushed towards it 
in breathless expectation, and a row of e^er faces ap- 
peared as he walked siowly up and said, " Mr B 

wishes to see Mr B immediately." On hearing this 

I assumed an appearance of calm indifTerence I was far 
from feeling, put on my cap, and obeyed the order. 

Upon entering Mr H 's presence, he received me 

with a benign, patronising sar, and requested me to be 
seated. He then went on to inform me that letters had 
just arrived, requesting that I might be sent off imme- 
diatoly to Norway House, where I should be enlightened 
as to my ultimate destination. This piece of news I 
received with mingled surprise and delight, at the same 
time exclaiming " Indeed I " vritii peculiar emphasis ; and 
then, becoming suddenly aware of the impropriety of the 
expres^on, I endeavoured te follow it up with a look of 
sorrow at the prospect of leaving my friends, combined 
vrith resignation to the wiU of the Honourable Hudaon'f 
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Bay Company, in which attempt I &uled most agnally. 
After receiving orders to prepare for an immediate start, 
I rushed out in a state of high glee, to acquaint my fellow 
scribblers with my good fortune. On re-ent^ing Bache- 
lors' Hall I found my companioDs as anxious to know 
where I was destined to vegetate next winter, as they 
before had been to learn who was going off. Having 
satisfied them on this point, or rather told them as much 
as I knew myself regarding it, I proceeded to pack up. 

It happened just at this time that a brigade of inland 
boats was on the eve of starting for the distant regions 
of the interior ; and as the little canoe, designed to carry 
myself, was much too small to take such an unwieldy 
article as my " cassette," I gladly availed myself of the 
opportunity to forward it by the boats, as they would 
have to pass Norway House en route. It woald be end- 
less to detail how I spent the next three days ; how I 
never appeared in public without walking very fitst, as if 
pressed with a superhuman amount of business ; how I 
rummaged about here and there, seeing that every thing 
was prepared ; looking vastly important, and thinking I 
was immensely busy, when in reality I waa doing next 
to nothing. I shall, therefore, without further preface, 
proceed to describe my travelling equipments. 

The canoe in which I and two Indians were to travel 
&om Tork Factory to Norway House, a distance of 
nearly three hundred nules, measured between five and 
six yards long, by two feet and a half broad in the mid- 
dle, tapering firom thence to notAin^ at each end. It was 
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made in tbe usual way, and could with great ease ho 
carried bj one man. In tbis we were to embark, with 
ten days' provisions for three men, three blankets, three 
smEill bundles, and a little travelling ease belonging to 
myself; besides three paddles wherewith to propel us for- 
ward, a tin kettle for cooking, and an iron one for boiling 
water. Our craft being too small to permit my taking 
the usual allowance of what are called luxunes, I deter- 
mined to take pot-luck with my men, so that our exist- 
ence for the next eight or ten days, was to depend upon 
the nntntive properties conttuned in a few pounds of 
pemican, a Uttle biscuit, one pound of butter, and a very 
small quantity of tea and sugar. With all this, in addi- 
tion to ourselves, we calculated upon being pretty deeply 
laden. 

My men were of the tribe called Swampy Crees, and 
truly, to judge merely from appearance, they would hare 
been the very last I should have picked out to travel vritih; 
for one was old, apparently upwards of fifty, and tbe 
other, though young, was a cripple. Kevertheless, tbey 
were good hardworking men, as I afterwards experienced. 
I did not take a tent with me, our craft requiring to be 
as light as p(^ble, but I rolled up a mosquito-net in my 
blanket, that being a light aSiiir of gauze, capable of com- 
pression into very small compass. Such were our equip- 
ments; and on the 23d of June we started for the interior. 

A melancholy feeling came over me as I turned and. 
looked for the last time upon York Factory, where I 
had spent so many happy days with the young men who 
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nov stood wating their handkerchiefs from the wharf. 

UJr H , too, Btood among them, and as I looked on 

hia benevolent manly countenance, I felt that I should 
ever remember with gratitude his kindness to me while 
we resided together on the shores of Hudson's Bay. A 
few minutes more, and the fort was bid from mj ught 
for ever. 

My disposition is not a sorrowfiil one; I never did and 
never could remain long in a melancholy mood, which 
will account for the state of feeling I enjoyed half an 
hour after losing sight of my late home. The day was 
fine, and I began to anticipate a pleasant journey, and to 
speculate as to what part of the country I might be sent 
to. The whole wide continent of North America was 
now open to the excursive flights of my imaginatiou, as 
there was a ptnsibility of my being sent to any one of 
the nuineroua stations in the extensive territories of the 
Hudson's Bay Company. Sometimes I fancied myself 
ranging through the wild district of M'Kenzie's River, 
admiring the scenery described by Franklin and Back 
in their travels of discovery ; and anon, as the tales of 
my compiunons occurred to me, I was hounding over the 
prairies of the Saskatchewan in chase of the buffalo, or 
descending the rapid waters of the Columbia to the 
Pacific Ocean. Again my foncy wandered, and I ima- 
gined myself huntiog the grizzly bear in the woods of 
Athabasca, when a heavy lurch of the canoe awakened 
me to the fact that I was only ascending the sluggish 
waters of Hayes River. 
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The btuibs of the river vere covered irith huge blocks 
of ice, and ecareely a leaf hiul as yet made its appear- 
ance. Not a bird was to be Been, except a few crows and 
whiaky-jacka, which chattered funong the branches of the 
treeB ; and nature appeared as if undecided whether tn- 
not she should take another nap, ere she bedecked her- 
self in the garments of spring. My Indians paddled 
slowly against the stream, and I lay back, with a leg 
cocked over each gunwale, watching the sombre pines as 
they dropped slowly astern. On our way we passed two 
landshpe, which encroached a good deal on the river, 
each forming a small rapid round its base. The trees 
with which they had formerly been clothed were now 
scattered about in chaotic confusion, leafleas, and covered 
with mud ; some more than half buried, and others stand- 
ing with their roots in the air. There is a traditioa 
among the natives that a whole camp of Indians was 
overwhelmed in the falling of these shps. 

A good deal of danger is incurred in pasdng up these 
rivers, owing to the number of small landslips which occur 
annually. The banks, being principally composed of 
sandy clay, are loosened, and rendered almost fluid in 
many places, upon the melting of the snow in spring ; 
and the ice during the general disruption teu^s away 
lai^ masses of the lower part of the banks, which ren- 
ders the superincumbent clay liable to dip, upon the first 
heavy shower of rain, with considerable force into the 
stream. 

About sixteen miles from York Factory we ran bump 
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agiunst a stone, and tore a amall hole in the bottom of 
oar canoe. This obliged as to put ashore immediately, 
when I had an opportunity of watching the swiftness and 
dexterity of the Indians in repairing the damage. A small 
hole, abont three inches long, and one inch wide, had 
been torn in the bottom of the canoe, throagh which the 
water sqairted with considerable rapidity. lato this hole 
tiiey fitted a piece of bark, sewed it with wattape (the 
fibrous roots of the pine-tree,) made a small fire, melted 
gnm, and plastered the place so as to be efTectually water- 
tight, all in i^at the space of an hour. 

During the day we passed a brigade of boats boand 
for the factory ; but, being too far off, and in a rapid 
part of tlie rirer, we did not haU them. About nine 
o'clock we put ashore for the night, haying traTelled 
nearly twenty miles. The weather was pleasantly cool, 
80 that we were free from mosquitoes. The place we 
chose for our encampment was on the edge of a high 
bank, being the only place within t^ee miles where we 
could carry up our proTisiona ; and eyen here the ascent 
was bad enough ; but, after we were up, the top proved 
a good spot, coyered with soft moss, and well sheltered 
by trees and bushes. A brook of fresh water rippled 
at the foot of the bank, and a few decayed trees af- 
frarded us excellent firewood. Here, then, in the bosom 
of the wilderness, with the silvery light of the moon for 
our lamp, and serenaded by a solitary owl, we made our 
first biTOuac. Supper was neatly laid out on an oil- 
doth, spread before a blazing fire. A huge junk of 
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pemicon graced the centre of our rustic table, flanked by 
a BmaJl pile of ship's biscuit on one side, and a lump of 
salt butter on the other ; while a large iron kettle filled 
with hot water, slightly flavoured with tea-leaves, brought 
up the rear. Two tin pots and a tumbler performed out- 
post duty, and were soon smoking fuU of warm tea. We 
made an excellent supper, after which the Indians pro- 
ceeded to solace themselves with a whiff, while I lay on 
my blanket, enjoying the warmth of the Are, and admir- 
ing the apparently extreme fehcity of the men, as they 
sat, with half-closed eyes, vatching the smoke curling ip 
snowy wreaths from their pipes, and varying thrar 
employment, now and then, with a pull at the tin pots, 
which seemed to afford them extreme satJafactlon. Is 
this manner we lay till the moon waned ; and the oiri 
having finished his overture, we rolled ourselves in ota 
blankets, and watched the twinkling stara till sleep closed 
oar eyelids. 

Ifext morning, between two and three o'clock, we 
began to stretch our limbs, and after a few ill-humoured 
grunts, prepared for a start. The morning was ^o^ff 
when we embarked, and once more began to ascend the 
stream. Every thing was obscure and indistinct till 
about six o'clock, when the powerful rays of the ri«ng 
sun dispelled the mist, and Nature was " herself again." 
A good deal of ice still lined the shores ; but what 
astonished me most, was the advanced state of vegeta- 
tion apparent as we proceeded inland. When we left 
York Factory, not a leaf had been viable ; but here, 
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fboogh only thirty miles inland, the trees, aod more 
particularly the bushes, were pretty well covered with 
beautiful light green foliage, which appeared to me quit* 
delightful, after the patches of snow and leafless nillowfl 
on the shores of Hudson's Bay. 

At eight o'clock we put ashore for breakfast, which 
was just a repetition of the supper of the preceding night, 
with this exception, that we discussed it a httle more 
horriedly, and then proceeded on our way. 
' Shortly afterwards we met a small canoe, about the 
size of our own, which contained a postmaster and two 
Indians, on their way to York Factory with a few packs 
of otters. After five minut«8' conversation we parted, 
and were soon out of sight of each other. The day, 
which had hitherto been agreeable, now became oppres- 
nvely sultry ; not a breath of wind ruffled the water ; 
and as the sun shone down with intense heat from a per- 
fectly cloudless sky, it became almost insufferable. I 
tried all methods to cool myself, by lying in every posi- 
'tion I could think of, sometimes even hanging both legs 
wd arms over the sides of the canoe and traihng them 
tiirongh the water. I had a racking headach, and, to 
add to my misery, as the sun sank, the mosquitoes rose 
and bit ferociously. The Indians, however, did not 
appear to suffer much, being accustomed, no doubt, to 
^ese little annoyances, much in the same way as e^ 
are to being skinned. 

In the afternoon we arrived at the forks of Hayes 
and Steel Rivers, and ascended the latter, till the in- 
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ereaubg darkness, and our quickening appetites, reminded 
OS that it was time to put ashore. We made a hearty 
supper, having eaten nothing since breakfast ; dinner, 
while travelling in a light canoe, being conudered qoite 
snperSuous. 

Oar persevering foes, the mosquitoes, now thought it 
Ugh time to make their supper aim, and attacked us in 
myriads, whenever we dared to venture near the woods ; 
so we were fain to sleep as beat we could on the open 
beach, without any fire, being much too warm for that ; 
but even there they found us out, and most effectually 
prevented us from sleeping. 

On the morning of the 25th, we arose, very little re- 
freshed by our short nap, and continued our journey. 
The weather -was still waMn, but a little more bearable, 
ovring to a light grateful breeze that came down the 
river. After break&st, which we took at the ustial hour, 
and in the oaual way, while proceeding slowly up Uis 
current, we descried, on rounding a point, a brigade 
of boats close to the bank, on the opposite side of the 
river ; so we embarked our man, who was tracking ns 
up with a line, (the current b^ng too rapid for the 
continued use of the paddle,) and crossed over to see 
who they were. On landing, we found it was the 
Norway Honse brigade, in charge of George Eippling, 
a Red Biver settler. He shook bands with us, and 
then commenced an animated discourse with my two 
men, in the Indian language, which being perfectly nn- 
intelligible to me, I amused myself by watching the 
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operations of the men, who were in the act of cooking 
breakfast. 

N^otliinj^ can be more picturesque than a band of voya- 
geure breakfasting on the banks of a pretty river. The 
qwt they had chosen was a little aboTe the Burntwood 
Creek, on a projecting grassy point, pretty clear of un- 
derwood. Each boat's crew, of which there were three, 
had a fire to itself, and over these fires were placed 
gipsy-like tripods, from which huge tin kettles depended, 
and above them hovered three volunteer cooks, who were 
employed stirring their contenta with persevering indos- 
try. The curling wreaths of smoke formed a black 
dond among the numerous fleecy ones in the blue sky ; 
while all around, in every imaginable attitude, sat, stood, 
and reclined, the suu-burnt, savage-looking half-breeds, 
chatting, laughing, and smoking, in perfect happiness 
They were all dressed ahke, in light cloth capotes vrith 
hoods, corduroy trousers, striped shirts, open in front; 
with cotton kerchiefs tied sailor-fashion loosely round 
th^ swarthy necks. A scarlet worsted belt strapped 
each man's coat tightly to his body, and Indian mocca- 
sins defended their feet. Their head-dresses were as 
Tariom as fanciful; some wore caps of coarse cloth, 
others coloured handkerchiefs, twisted turban-fashion 
round th^ heads; and one or two, who might be looked 
upon as voyagenr fops, sported black beaver hats, cover- 
ed BO plenteoosly with bullion taseels, and feathers, as to 
be scarcely recognisable. 

The breakfast conusted solely of pemican and flour. 
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boiled into the sort of thick soup dignified bj the namt 
of robbiboo. As might be expected, it is not a very 
delicate dish, but is, DeyePtheless, exceedingly nutri- 
tious; and those who have Uved long in the country, 
particularly the Canadians, are yery fond of it. I think, 
however, that another of their dishes, composed of the 
same materials, but &ied instead of boiled, is much supe- 
rior to it. They call it rieheau ; it is uncommonly rich, 
and very little will suffice for an ordinary man. 

After staying about a quarter of an hour, chatting 
with Kipphng about the good folks of Red River and 
Norway House, we took our departure just aa they eom- 
menced the first vigorous attack apon the eapacioos 
kettles of robbiboo. 

Shortly after, we arrived at the mouth of Hill River, 
which we began to ascend, llie fa«e of the country was 
now greatly changed, and it was evident that here spring 
had long ^o dethroned winter. The banks of the river 
were covered from top to bottom with the most luxurir 
ant foliage, while dark clumps of spruce-fir varied and 
improved the landscape. In many places the banks, 
which appeared to be upwards of a hundred feet high, 
ran almost perpendicularly down to the water's edge, 
perfectly devoid of vegetation except at the top, where 
large trees overhung the prerapice, some clinging by 
their roots and ready to fall. In other places the banks 
sloped Irom nearly the same height, gradually, and with 
shght undulations, down to the stream, thickly covered 
vrith vegetation, and teeming with little birds — whose 
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merry voices, Trarbling a cheerfo! welcome to the open- 
ing buds, greatly enhanced the pleasures of the scene. 

We soon began to experience great difficulty in track- 
ing the canoe against the rapid stream that now opposed 
us. ^om the steepness of the banks in somo places, and 
their being clothed with thick willows in others, it be- 
oame a slow and fatiguing process for our men to drag 
us agfunst the strong current, and sometimes the poor 
Indians had to cling like flies against nearly perpendi- 
cohir cliffs of slippery clay, whilst at others they tore 
their way through almost impervious bnsbes. They re- 
lieved each other by turns every hour at this work, the 
one Bteemg the canoe while the other tracked, uid they 
took no rest during the whole day, except when at 
breakfast. Indeed, any proposal to do so would have 
been received by them with great contempt, as a very 
improper and useless waste of time. 

When the track happened to be at all passable, I used 
to get out and walk, to reUeve them a little, as well as 
to stretch my cramped hmbs, it being ahnost impossible, 
when there is any luggage in a small Indian canoe, to 
attain a comfortable position. 

At sunset we put ashore for the night, on a point 
covered with a great number of lop^ichs. These are 
tall pine-trees, denuded of their lower branches, a small 
tuft being left at the top. They are generally made to 
serve as landmarks, and sometimes the voyageurs make 
them in honour of gentlemen who happen to be travel- 
ling for the first time along the route, and those trees 
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are chosen, which, from their being on elevated ground^ 
are conapicnouB objecta. The traveller for whom thej 
are made is always expected to acknowledge his eense 
of the honour conferred upon him, by preeentiug Uh 
boat^s crew with a pint of grog, either on the Bpot or at 
the first establishmeot they meet with. He is then c<Ht- 
ndered as having paid for his footing, and may eyex 
afterwards pass scot-free. 

We soon had our encampment prepared, and the fire 
bhizing ; bat hundreds of mosquitoes were, as usual, 
awaiting our arrival, and we found it utterly impoafdblft 
to sup, so fiercely did they attack us ; so wc at last went 
to leewvd of the fire, and devoured it hastily in tb* 
smoke, preferring to risk being suffocated, or smoker 
dried, to being eaten up alive ! It was cert^nly amusing 
to see us rush into the thick smoke, bolt a few mouthful* 
of pemictm, and then rush out s^aia for fresh air ; our 
hands swinging like the s^ls of a windmill round our 
heads, while every now and then, as a mosquito fas- 
tened on a tender part, we gave ourselves a resounding 
slap on the side of the head, which, had it come from the 
hand of another, would cert^nly hare rwsed in us a mo^ 
pugnatnoQS spirit of resentment. In this manner we con- 
tinued rushing out of and into the smoke, till supper wae 
finished, and then prepared for sleep. This time, bow- 
ever, I was determined not to be tormented ; so I cat 
four stakes, drove them into the ground, and over tb«B 
threw my gauze moaquito^et, previously making a anutU 
fire, with wet grass on it, to raise a smoke and prevent 
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iafnidcTs fi-om ontering whSe I was is tJhe act of patting 
it oa ; then, caationBly nioBg one and, I bolted in after 
the most approred harlequinian style, leaTing my dis* 
oomfitBd tormentors wandering at the aodacity of a man 
who oonld snore in a state of uncoQcemed felioity in the 
jerj midst of tiw enony's eamp. 

On the following morning we started at an early hoar. 
The day was delightfully cool, and mosquitoes were 
scarce, so that we felt considerably comfortable as we 
gllided qnietJy up the cnrrOBt. In tiiis wiby we proceed- 
ed tin after breakfast, when we came in sight of tlia first 
port^e, on which we landed. In a surprisingly diort 
time our luggage, &c., was pitdied ashore, and the canoe 
carried over by the Indians, whUe I followed with some 
of the baggage ; and in half an hour we were ready to 
start from the upper end of the portage. While carry- 
ing across the last few articles, one of the Indians killed 
two fish called suckers, which they boiled on the spot aad 
doTonred inuoediately. 

Towards sunset we paddled quietiy up to the " Wlute 
-Mud Portage," where there is a &11, of about seven or 
oght feet, of extreme rapidity, shootiQg over the edge in 
an arch of solid water, which falls hismng and curling 
into ibe stream below. Here we intended to encamp. 
As we iqyproacbed the cataract, a boat suddenly appear- 
ed on the top of it, aod shot with the speed of lightning 
into the Ixnling water beneath, it« reckless crew sHoutJog, 
pulling, laughii^, and faallooingl as it swept round a 
small point at the foot of the &U, and ran agrouodin a 
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bay or hollow, where the eddying water, atill coTared 
with patches of foam after its mighty leap, floated quietly, 
round the shore. They had scarcely landed, when an- 
other boat appeared on the brink, and, hovering for an 
instant, as if to prepare itself for the leap, flashed throngh 
the water, and the next moment was ^;round beside the 
first In this manner seTen boats sncces^vely ran the 
&I1, and grounded in the bay. 

Upon our arriving, we found them to be a part of the 
Sa^atchewan brigade, on its way to the common point 
of rendezvous, York Factory, It was in charge of two 
friends of mine ; so I accosted them, without introducing 
myself, aad chatted for some time about the occurrences 
of the TOyi^. They appeared a little disconcerted^ 
howeyer, and looked very earnestly at me two or three 
times. At last, they confessed they had forgotten me 
altogether I And, indeed, it was no wonder, for the sun 
had burned me nearly as black as my Tn dJan friends, 
while my dress consisted of a blue capote, sadly singed 
irith the fire — a straw hat, whose shape, from exposure 
and bad ns^e, was utterly indescribable — a pwr of cot- 
duroys, and Indian moccasins, which so metamorphosed 
me, that my friends, who perfectly recollected me the 
moment I mentioned my name, might have remained in 
ignorance to this day, had I not enlightened them on the 
subject 

AiW supper, Mr M , one of these gentlemen,. 

offered me a share of his tent, and we turned in to- 
gether, but not to sleep ; for we continued gossiping till 
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leng alter the nois; voices of the Toyageure had ceased 
to disturb the traoqmUit; of night. 

At the first peep of da; oar ears were saluted with the 
osnal unpleasant sonnd of "Level Uvel Uw!" issuing 
from the leathern throat of the guide. Now this same 
" U^J" is in my ears a peculiarly harsh and disagree- 
able word, being associated with frosty mornings, uncom- 
fortable beds, and getting up in the dark before half 
enough of sleep has been obtwned. The way in which 
it is uttered, too, is particularly exasperatbg ; and often, 
when partially awakened by a stump boring a hole in 
my side, have I listened with dread to bear the detested 
sound, and then, fimcying it must surely be too early to 
rise, have fallen gently over on the other side, when a 
low mufBed sound, as if some one were throwing off his 
blanket, would strike upon my ear, then a cough or 
grunt, and finally, as if &om the bowels of the earth, 
a low and scarcely audible "Level level" would break 
the universal stillness, growing rapidly louder, "Live! 
Gve! Uve!" and louder, "Level Uvet" till at last a 
final stentorian " Lhve! Uvel live!" brought the hateful 
sound to a close, and was succeeded by a confused col- 
lection of grunts, groans, coughs, grumbles, and sneezeB, 
fi*om the unfortunate sleepers thus rudely roused from 
tiieir slumbers. The disinclination to rise, however, was 
soon overcome ; and up we got, merry as larks, the men 
loading their boats, while I and my Indians carried our 
lugg^e, &c., over the portage. 

Our troubles now commenced : the longest and most 
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difficnlt.part of the rente lay befinre na, and we prepared 
for a day of toil. Far as the eye could reach, Hie river 
was white with boiling rapids and foaming cascades, 
which, thon^ small, were mnch too Urge to ascend, and 
consequently we were obliged to make portages ak al- 
most every two or three himdred yards. Rapid after 
rapid was snrmonnted ; yet still, as we rounded erery 
point and curve, rapids and falls rose, in apparently eiul- 
less succession, before onr wearied eyes. My Inctiaos, 
however, knew exactly the number they had to ascend, 
so they set themselves manfully to the task. I coold not 
help admiring ihe dexterous way in which they guided 
the canoe among the rapids. Upon arriving at one, the 
old Indian, who always sat in the bow (this b^ng die 
principal seat in canoe travelling), rose up on hia knees 
and stretched out his neck to take a look before com- 
mencing the attempt; and then, sinking down agun, 
sfflzed hia paddle, and pointing agnificantly to the chaos 
of boiling waters that rushed swiftly past ua (thus ini£- 
calang the route he intended to puraoe to his partner in 
the stem), dashed into the stream. At first we irere 
borne down with the speed of hghtning, while the water 
luased and boiled to within an inch of the gunwale, and 
a person imaccustomed to such navigation would hare 
tiionght it folly our attenq>ting to ascend ; but a aeeosd 
glance would prove that onr Indians had not acted 
rashly. In tiie centre of ibe impetoous current a large 
rock rose above the surface, and from its lower end a 
long eddy ran like the t«il of a comet for about twenty 
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yards dovn the rWer. It was just oppcnte ^b rock 
HaA we eDtered the rapid and paddled for it vith all our 
might. The current, however, as I said b^ore, swept us 
down ; and when we got to the middle of the stream, we 
jost reached the extreme p<nnt of the eddy, and after a 
few vigorous strokes of the paddles were floating quietly 
in tlie lee of the rock. We did not stay long, however — 
just long eannigh to look for another atone, and the old 
Indian soon pitched upon one a few yards higher np, bat 
a good deal to one side ; so, d^ing onr paddles once 
more, we pushed out into the stream again, and soon 
reached the second rock. In this way, yard by yard, 
did we aacend for miles, sometimes scarcely gaining a 
foot in a minate, and at others, as a favouring bay or 
curve presented a long piece of smooth water, advancing 
more rapidly. In fact, our progress could not be likened 
to any thing more aptly than to the ascent of a sahnon 
as he darts rapidly from eddy to eddy, taking advantage 
of every stone and hollow that he finds : and the simile 
may l>e still further carried out ; for, as the salmon is 
Bome^mes driven back tail foremost in attempting to 
leap a fall, so were we, in a similar attempt, driven bach 
by the overpowemg force of the water. It happened 
Aas : we had surmounted a good many raj^ds, and made 
a few port^es, when we arrived at a perpendicular fall 
of about two feet in height, but from the rapidity of the 
onrreDt it formed only a very steep shoot Here the 
Indians paused to breathe, and seemed to doubt the pos- 
ululity of ascent; however, after a little conversation on 
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the subject, tiiBj detennined to try it, and got oat thcdr 
poles for the purpose (poles being always used when tbe 
current is too strong for the paddles). We now made a 
dash, and, turning the bow to the current, iJie Indians 
fixed their polea firmly in the ground, while the watw 
nudied like a mill-race past ub. They then pushed for- 
ward, one keeping his pole fixed while the other refixed 
hiB a little more ahead. In this way we advanced indi 
by inch, and had almost got up — the water mshing past 
us in a thick black body, hissing sharply in passing the 
side of our canoe, which trembled like a reed before 
the powerful current — when suddenly the pole of the 
Indian in the stem slipped; and almost before I knew 
what had happened, we were floating down the stream 
about a hundred yards below the fall. Fortunately 
the canoe went stem foremost, so that we got down in 
safety. Had it turned round even a little in its descent, 
it would hare been rolled over and over like a cask. 
Our second attempt proved more Bnccessful ; and after a 
good deal of straining and puffing we arrived at the top, 
where the sight of a longer stretch than usual of calm 
and pla<»d water rewarded us for our exerdons during 
the day. In passing over a portage we met the Englisli 
River brigade ; and, after a Utile conversation, we parted. 
The evening was deliciously cool and serene as we glided 
quietly np the now tranqtul river. ^Numbers of little 
islets, covered to the very edge of the rippling water with 
luxuriant vegetation, rose like emeralds from the bMom 
of the broad river, shining brightly in the rays of the 
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Betting Bon ;' sometimflB bo cIoBelf scattered aA to veil the 
real size of the mer, vhich, upon our agtun emerging 
from among them, buret upon our delighted vimon a 
broad sheet of clear pellucid water, with beautiful fireeh 
bauks covered with foli^e of every ahade, from the dark 
and sombre pine to the light drooping willow ; while new 
the shore a matronly-looking duck swam solemnly along, 
casting now and theC: a look of warning to a numerous 
Csmily of little yellow dncJdings that frisked and gam- 
bolled in very wantonness, as if they too enjoyed and 
^preciated the beaaties of the scene. Through this ter- 
restrial paradise we wended our way, till rapids agwn 
began to disturb the water, and a portage at la^t brought 
us to a stand. Here we found M'N^, who had left 
York Factory Uiree days before us with his brigade, just 
going to encamp ; so we also brought up for the night. 
When supper was ready, I sent an invitation to M'lf^ab 
to come and sup with me, which he accepted, at the same 
time bringing his brother with him. The elder was a 
bluff, good-natured iEted River settler, with whom I had 
become acqutdnted while in the colony ; and we chatted 
of bygone times and mutual acqu^tances over a cup of 
excellent hyson, till long after the sun had gone down, 
leaving the blazing camp-fires to illuminate the scene. 

Next morning we started at the same time with the 
boats ; but our littie canoe soon passed them in the 
rapids, and we saw no more of them. Our way was not 
now so much impeded by rapids as it had hitherto been ; 
and by breakfast-time we had surmounted them all and 
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arriTod at the Dram-stone, vbere we pat asliore for onr 
moromg mea]. Id the monimg I ehot a dnck, beiog the 
first that had come within range nnce I left York Fai> 
tory. The; were Tory scarce, and the few that we did 
see were generally accompanied hy a nnmeronH oSspting 
not much higger than the eggs which originally cmw 
tained tiiem. While titking breakfast we were sorprised 
by hearing a quick rushing Bonnd a httle above ua,.and 
&e next moment a hght canoe came sweeping round a 
point uid made towards ns. It was one of those called 
" north canoes," which are calcnlated to carry eight men. 
aa a crew, besides three passengera. The one now before 
us was built mnch the etaae aa an. TniTiAn canoe, but 
somewhat neater, and ornamented with sundry ingenious 
devices punted m gaudy colours on the bows and stem. 
It was manned by eight men and apparently one passen- 
ger, to whom I hallooed once or twice ; but they took me, 
no donbt, for an Indian, and bo passed on without takii^ 
any notice of us. As the noUe bark bounded ([uickly 
forward and was bid by intervening trees, I bent a look 
aavonnng slightly of cont^npt upon onr little Indian 
oanoe, and proceeded to finuib break&st A solitary 
nortii cuioe, howeror, passing thus in silence, can give 
but a iaint idea of the sensation felt on seeing a brigade 
of them arriving at a poet after a long journey. It is 
then that they appear in wild perfection. The voyi^enrs 
upon each occasions are dressed in their best clothes ; 
and gaudy feathers, ribbom, and tassels stream in abna- 
daace from their caps and garters. Painted gaily and 
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ranged nde by aide, like eoDt«>ding chai^ers, the light 
MDoes akim swift^ over die water, bounding under tbe 
vigeroas and r^iid strokes of the small bat numeroos 
paddlos, while the powerful royageurs stnun every 
nnude to urge them quickly on. And while yet in ibe 
distuice, the beautifully dmple and lirely yet plwitJTe 
paddling song, sa well suited to the flurroundiog scenery, 
and so different from any other air, breaks sweetly on 
ttte ear ; and one refleoti, with a kind of subdued and 
pkosing meiancholy, how far the singers are from thrar 
native land, and how many long and weary days of 
danger and of toil will pass before they can rest onoe 
taore in their Canadian homes. How strangely, too, 
upon their nearer approach, is this feeling changed for 
one of exultation, as the deep and manly voices swell in 
ehtmiB orer the phusd waters, while a competitioQ arises 
among them who shall first arrive ; and the canoes dash 
over the mter with arrow-speed to the very edge of die 
wharf, where they oome suddenly, and as by ma^c, to a 
pause. This is effected by eaoh man backing water with 
hia ntmost force ; after which they roll th^ paddles on 
the gunwale Bunaltaneously, enveloping diemselves in a 
^ower of spray as they shake the dnppng water from 
the bright vermilion blades. Truly it it an animating, 
Hifl^tiiig scene, the arrival of a brigade of light canoes. 
Our route now lay through a number of amall lakes 
and rivers, with scarcely any current in them ; so we 
prooeeded happily on our way with the cheering prospect 
of munteiTupted travelling. We had crossed Swampy 
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Lake, and aftef makiiig one or two insignificant portagMf 
entered Enee Lake. This body of water obtwned ils 
name from turning at a sharp angle near its centre, and 
stretching ont in kq opporate direction from its preceding 
course ; thus forming something Uk.e a knee. Late is 
the evening we encamped on one of the Bmall islands 
with which it is here and there dotted. Nothing conld 
exceed the heanty of the view we had of the lake from 
onr encampment. Not a breath of wind stirred its glassy 
sur&C6, which shone in the ruddy rays of the sou setting 
on its bosom in the distant horizon ; and I sat long upon 
the rocks admiring the lovely scene, while one of my 
Indiuis filled the tea-kettle, and the other was hosily 
engaged in skinning a mint for supper. Our ev^iiag 
meal was further enriched by the addition of a great 
many small gulls' eggs, which we bad found on an island 
dnring the day, which, saving one or two that tdiowed 
evident symptoms of being far advanced toward? bird- 
hood, were exceUent. On the following morning the 
scene was entirely changed. Dark and lowering doada 
flew across the sky, and the wind blew furionsly, with a 
melancholy moaning sound throagh the trees. The lake, 
which the night before had been so calm and tranquil, 
was now of a dark leaden hue, and covered with foaming 
waves. However, we determined to try to proceed, and 
launched otir canoe accordingly ; but, soon finding the 
wind too strong for ns, we put ashore on a small island 
and bre^Jasted. As the weather moderated aftra- 
breakfast, we made another attempt to advance. Nomer> 
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Otis islete stadded the lake, and on one of them wo 
landed to collect gulls' ^gs. Of these we found enough ; 
bnt among them were a number of little yellow gulls, 
diatteidng rodferously, and in terrible conatematioa at 
our approach, while the old ones kept ottering the most 
plaintive cries over-head. The ^ga were very small, 
being those of a small species of gull which frequents those 
inland lakes in great numbers. The wind agun b^;aD 
to rise ; and after a little consultation on the subject we 
landed, intending to spend the renuunder of the day on 
diore. We now, for the first time since leaving York 
Factory, prepared dinner, which we expected would be 
quite a sumptuous one, having collected a good many 
e^s in the morning ; so we set about it with alacrity. 
A fire was quickly made, the tea-kettle on, and a huge 
pot containing upwards of a hundred eggs placed upon 
the fire. These we intended to boil hard and carry with 
us. Being very hiingry, I watched the prt^eas of 
dinner with much interest, while the Indians smoked in 
nlesce. While sitting thus, my attention was attracted 
by a loud whistling sound that greatly perplexed me, as 
I could not discover whence it proceeded. I got up once 
or twice to see what it could be, bat found nothing, al- 
though it sounded as if close beside me. At last one of 
the Indians rose, and, standing close to the fire, bent in 
a very attentive attitude over the kettle of eggs, and 
after listening a Utile while took up one and broke it, 
when out came a young gull with a monstrous head and 
no feathers, squeaking and chirping in a most indefati'^ 
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gable numuer I " So much for our dinner I" thought I, 
fls he threw the lord into the lake, and t^ok ont a band- 
fnl of eggs, which all proved to be much in the same 
condition. The warmth of the water put life into the 
little birds, which, bowevw, was speedily destroyed when 
it began to Ixnl. We did not despair, nevertheless, <^ 
fiat^g a few good ones amoi^t them ; bo, after tliey 
were well cooked, we all sat round the kettle and com- 
menced operationa. Some were good toid others slight^ 
spoiled, while many were intersected with red veins, hut 
the greater part contuned boiled birds. The Indians 
were not nice, however, and we managed to make a good 
dinner off them after all. 

In the afternoon the weather cleared up and the wind 
moderated, bat we had scarcely got under weigh again 
when a thunder-storm arose and obliged us to put 
ashore ; and there we remained for four boura sitting 
under a tree, while the rain poured in torrents. In the 
evening Nature tired of teasing us ; and the bud shone 
brightly out as we once more resumed our paddles. To 
make up for lost time we travelled untiil about two o'tdock 
next morning, when we put ashore to rest a httle ; and, 
as the night was fine, we just threw our blaiikets over 
our ahoulders and tumbled down on the first convenient 
spot we could find, without making a fire or taking any 
auppei*. We had not lain long, however, when I felt a 
cttrioas chilly sensation all along my side, which effectu- 
ally awt^ened me ; and then I saw, or rather beard, that 
a perfect deluge of run wob descending upon our lucklees 
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beads, and that I bad been t^ooi^ in tiie cental of a 
large paddle. This state of things was desperate ; and 
as the poor Indians seemed to be as tboroagfaly^ cncom' 
fortable as they possibly could be, I proposed to start 
l^ain, iriuch we did, and before daylight were many a 
mile from our wretched encampment. As the sun rose 
the weather cleared up, and soon after we came to the 
Mid of Knee Lake and commenoed the ascent of Troot 
Riyer. Here I made a sketch of the Trout Falls while 
tiie mra made a portt^ to avoid them. With a few 
Indiam, encamped on this port^e, we exchanged a little 
peimcan for some exceUent wfaite^sh, a great treat to ns 
after living so long on pemioan and tea. Our biscuit 
had ran short a few days before, and the pound of 
bntter whi(^ we brought from Yoik Factory had melt«d 
ii^ oil from the excfflBire heat, and Tanished through 
the bottom of the canraas bi^ containing it. Trout 
River, thou^ short, has a pretty fair share of fUhi and 
n^ds, which we contdnned ascending all day. . Tbe 
scenery was pleamng and romantic ; but there was 
nottuDg of gruideor in it, the country being low, flat, 
and, excepting on the buiks of the river, uiiinterestin^ 
In the afternoon we ciune to the end of this short rivo*, 
and arrived at Oxford House. We landed in ulence, 
and I walked slowly up the hill, Imt not a soul appeared ; 
at last, as I neared the house, I caught a g^pse of a 
little boy's faoe at the wiodow, who no sooner saw me 
than his eyes opened to thrar widest extent, while his 
month followed th^ example, and he disappeared with 
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« predpitancy that coDTinced me he was off to tell his 
mother the astonnding news that Bomebody had arrived. 
The next moment I was shaking hands with my old friend 

Mrs G and her two daughters, whom Ifound eng^ed 

iu the interesting occupation of preparing tea. FrcBa 
them I learned that they were entirely alone, with only 

one man to take care of the post, Mr G , whom they 

expected back every day, having gone to Norway House. 
I spent a delightful evening with this kind and hosjstaUe 
family, t*l^'"g of our mutual fiiends, and discuBEOtuF ibe 
sff^rs of the country, till a tall box in a comer of the 
room attracted my attention. This I discovered to my 
delight was no less than a biurel organ, on which one of 
the young ladies at my request played a few tunes. Now 
barrel organs, be it known, were things that I had de- 
tested from my in&ncy upwards ; but this dislike arose 
principally from my haring been brought up in the dear 
town o' Auld Reekie, where barrel organ music is, as it 
w^%, crammed down one's throat without permisaicm 
being asked or received, and even, indeed, where it is 
decidedly objected to. Every body said, too, that bami 
orguia were a nnisaDce, and of course I believed them ; 
BO that I left my home with a deeded dislike to barrel 
oi^ans in general. Four yeara' remdence, however, in 
the bush had rendo^d me much less fastidious in mii«o 
as well as in many other things ; and during the two last 
years spent at York Factory, not a sohtary note of 
melody had soothed my longing ear, so that it was with 
a species of rapture that I now ground away at the 
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kandle of this organ, which happened to be a ver; good 
one, and played in perfect tune. " Qod save the Queen," 
" Bule Britannia," " Lord M'Donald's Reel," and the 
" Blue Bells of Scotland," were played oyer and oyer 
agtun ; and, old and threadbare though they be, to 
me they were replete with endearing assomations, and 
Bounded like Uie well-known Toices of long, long absent 
friends. I spent indeed a delightful eTening, and its 
pleasures were the more enhanced from the circmnstance 
of its being the first, after a banishment of two years, 
which I had spent in the society of the fair sex. 

Kext morning was fine, though the wind blew pretty 
fresh, and we started before breakfast, baring taken 
leave of the family the night before. This was the Ist 
of July. We had been eight days on the route, which 
is rather a long time for a canoe to take to reach Oxford 
House ; but, as moat of the portages were now over, we 
calculated upon arriying at Norway House in two or 
three days. 

In the afternoon the wind blew again, and obliged us 
to encamp on a smaU island, where we remained all day. 
While there, a couple of Indians visited us, and gave us 
an immense trout in exchange for some pemicao. This 
trout I n^ected to measure, but I am convinced it was 
more than three feet long and half a foot broad : it was 
very good, and we made a capital dinner off it. During 
tiie day, as it was very warm, I had a delightful swim in 
the lake, on the lee of the island. 

The wind moderated a little in the evening, and we 
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again endiM^ed, making up for lost time by travelliag 
till nddnight, wbeo ire pat adiore and irent to sleep -mihr 
out making a fire or tailing aay supper. About four 
o'oltK^ we Btarted again, and in a couple of lioBre came 
to t^ end c^ Oxford I^e, after irhioh we traTeUed 
tlirough a number of small swamps or reedy lakes, and 
stagnant tirerB, among which I got so bewildered that I 
gave up the att«i^t to chronicle their names as hi^letat 
and indeed it was scarcely worth while, as they were BO 
small and overgrown with buUrushes that they w^« a» 
more worthy of a name in such a place as America than 
a dub would be in Scotland. The weather was ddigbt- 
fidly cool, and moaqoitoes not troi^ilesome, so that w« 
proceeded witli pleasure and rapidity. 

While thus threading our way through narrow chait' 
nels and passages, upcHi turning a point we met three 
tight canoes just on the ptant of putting ashore for Iweak- 
fiket, BO I told my Indiaas to run ashore near them. As 
we ai^roacbed, I saw that there were five gentlemen 
aasembled, with whom I was acquainted, ao that I was 
rather anxious to get ashore ; but, alas I fortune had 
determined to play me a scurry trick, for no socmer bad 
my foot touched the slippery stone on which I int^ided 
to land, than down I came squash on my breast in a 
most humiliating manner, while my legs kept playful^ 
waring about in the cooling element. This onfortanattf 
acffldent I saw oceatdoned a struige elongation in tile 
lateral dimen^ons of the mouths of the party on shove, 
who stood in slence admiring the scene. I knew, how- 
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ever, tMt to appear annoyed would Only make matters 
worse ; so, with a, desperate effort to appear at ease, I 
rose, and while shaking hands with them expressed my 
belief that there was nothing so conducive to health as 
a cold bath before break&st. This set all right, and 
aft«r a hiugh at my expense we sat down to breakfast. 
One of the gentlemen gave me a letter from the GoveruM*, 
and I now learned for the first time, that I was to take a 
pass£^ in one of the light canoes for Montreal. Here, 
then, was a termination to my imaginary rambles on tlte 
Socky MonntEuns, or on the undulating pr^es of the 
Saskatchewan ; and instead of massacreing bufflEdo and 
deer in the bush, I was in a short tJme to endeavour to 
render myself a respectEU)le member of civilised society. 
I was delighted with the idea of the change, and it was 
with a firmer step and lighter heart that I took my leave, 
and once more stepped into the canoe. 

After paarang through a succession of swamps and nar< 
row channek, we arrived at Robinson's Portage, where 
we found voyagenrs running abont in all directions, some 
with goods on their backs, and others returning light to 
tiie other end of the portage. We found that they be- 
longed to the Oxford House boats, which had just arrived 
at the other end of the portage, where they intended to 
encamp, as it was now late. Robinson's Fort^e is the 
longest on the route, being nearly a mUe long ; and as 
all the brigades going to York Factory most pass over it 
twice in going and returning, the track is well beaten 
into a good broad road, and pretty firm, although it ie 
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rather usevea, and during heavy rains Bomeirhat mnddy. 
Orer this, all the boats are dragged, and Uimcbed at ihe 
upper or lower eod of Use portage, aa the brigades may 
lutppen to be ascending or descending the stream^ Then 
all the cargoes are in like manner carried over. Faeks 
of fiirs and bales of goods are gmerally from 80 bo 100 
Iba. weight each, and every man i^o does not wish to be 
eonsidered a lazy fellow, or to be ridiculed by his com- 
panions, carries two of those pieees, as they m« called, 
across all portages. The boats are actable of ctmtaining 
from seventy to ninety of these pieces, ao that it wiU be 
easily conceived that a voya^ur's life ia any thing hot 
an easy one ; indeed, it is ooe of constant and harassing 
toil, even were the trouble of ascending rapid rivers, 
where he is of^ obliged to jnmp into the water at' a 
mranent's notice, to lighten the boat in shallows, Isft 
entirely out of the qsestion. This portage is made to 
avoid irtiat are called the White Falls, a auccesoon of 
cataracts up which nothing but a fish could possibly 
ascwid. After carrying over our t»iioe and lu^;t^;e, we 
ebcamped at the upper end. The river we commeoced 
ascending next morning yraa pretty broad, and after a 
short paddle in it we entered the tidiimamis. This is a 
eln^ish serpentine stream, about five or six yards broad, 
thongh in some places so narrow that boats acrape the 
banka on eitlier side. Wh^ little ourroit there b, runs 
in a contrary direction to the rivers we had been ascend- 
ing. Mofiquitoes agam attacked us as we glided down 
its gloomy current, and nothing but swamps, filled with 
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e buUnisheB, ««re vidble aroond. Hffl%, ia days 
of yore, the bearer had a dourialiuig colony, aod numbers 
of their dams aad cntUngs wwe yet viuble ; bat they' 
have long dace deserted ihm moek frequented vaste, and 
one of their priitcipal dama now eerrea to hfl^rtwn the 
water, it'hi^ is not deep, for the pafsage of brigEides in 
dry aeaaona. At night, when we encamped tm its low, 
damp banks, we were ^tat^ed by myriads of mosqaitoea, 
HO that we could only sleep by making seTeral fires 
rovrnd us, the unoke from which partially protected ns. 
About three o'clock in the morning, which was very 
warm, we re-embarked, and at nocot arrived at the Sea 
Portage (why so called I know not, as it is htmdreds of 
DHles inland), which ia tlie last on the route. This port^ 
age is very short, and is made to surmount a pretty 
large waterfall. Almost immediately afterwards we en- 
tered Playgreen Lake, and put ashore oo a smaU island 
to alter our attire before arriving ai. Norway House. 

Here, with the woods for our doset, and the clear lake 
for our baein aa well as looking-glass, we ^^ceeded to 
scrub our sunburnt &iceB, and in half an hoar, having 
made ourselves as respectable as circumstances would 
permit, we paddled swiftly over the lake. It is pretty 
long, and it was not until evening that I caught the 
first glimpse of the bright spire of the Wesleyan church 
at Rossville. 

We now approached the termination of our journey, 
for the time at least ; and it was with pleasing recollec- 
tions that I recognised the well-known rocks where I had 
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GO dlen irandered three years before. When we came 
ia sight of the Fort, it was in a state of bustle and excite- 
ment as usual, ^nd I could perceive from the vigorons 
shaking of hands going forward, &om the number of 
TOfageurs collected on the landing place, and of boats 
assembled at the wharf, that there had just been an 
arnval. Our poor little canoe -ma not taken anj notice 
of as it neared the wharf, until some of the people on 
shore observed that there was Bome one in the middle of 
it sitting in a verj lazy, indolent position, which is qnite 
uncommon among Indians. In another minute we guned 
the bank, and I grasped the hand of mj kind &iend and 
former master, chief fiwttor R . 

We had now been travelling twelve days, and had 
passed over upwards of thirty portages during tlte 
voyage. 

We ought to have performed this voyage in a much 
shorter time, as canoes go much faster than boats, which 
seldom take longer to complete this voyi^ than we did ; 
but this arose from detention during high winds in 
several of the lakes. 
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At Norway Houae I renuunad for nearly a month, with 

my old fi-iend Mr R , who in a former part of this 

veracious ^ook is descnbed as being a very ardent and 
sd^itiSc fisher, extremely partial to Btrong rods and 
Hoes, and entertaining a poverful antipathy to slender 
rods and flies. 

Little change had taken place in the appearance of the 
Fort. The clerks' house was still as full, and as noisy, 

as when P told frightfiil stories to the green-horns 

oa the point of setting out for the wild countries of 
M'Eenzie's River and New Caledonia. The Indians of 
the village at RoBSviUe plodded on in their usual peaceful 
way, under l^e guidance of their former pastor ; and the 
laiUes of the establishment were as blooining as ever. 

One fine morning, just as Mr R and I were 

sauntering down to the river with our rods, a north 
canoe, &U of men, swept round the point above the fort, 
and grounded near the wharf. Our rods were soon cast 
aside, and we were speedily congratulating Mr and Mrs 



Dig,: .=^:i by Google 



214 HUDSON'S BAT. 

B OB their safe arrival. These were to be my 

compftnions on the impending voyage to Canada, and 
the canoe in which they had arrived was to be our con- 
veyance. 

Mr B was a good-natured, Hght-hearted Eigh- 

lander, and his lady a pretty lass of twenty-three ; so . 
that we were likely to turn out a merry triumvn'ate. 

On the following morning all was ready ; and soon 
after breakfast we were escorted down to the wharf by 
all the people in the fort, who crowded to the rocks to 
witness oor departure. 

Oar men, eight in number, stood leaning on their pad- 
dles near the wharf: and, truly, a line athletic set of 
fellows they were. The beautifully-shaped canoe floated 
hghtly on the river, notwithstanding her heavy cai^, 
and the water rippled gently against hw rides as it 
swept slowly past. This frtal bark, on which our safety 
and progresdon depended, was made of rolls of bircb- 
bark sewed together, lined in the inade with thin lathi 
c^ wood, and pitched on the seams with gum. It was 
about thirty-^ feet long, and five broad in the middle, 
from whence it tapered either way to a sharp edge. It 
was calculated to carry from twenty to twenty-^ve cwt., 
with eight or nine men, besides three passengers, and 
provi^ons for nearly a month. And yet, ao light was it, 
that two men could carry it a quarts of a nule withoot 
resting. 9udi was the machine in which, on the 20th 
August 1845, we embarked ; and, ^W bidding oor 
friends at Norway House adieu, departed for Canada, a 
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distaooe of newly two thouasad tiiree hwadred miles 
throogh the nnmhabited forests of America. 

Our first day waa propitious, being varm and clear : 
and we travelled a good distance ere the rapidly thick- 
ening ^badee of eTeniog obliged us to put ashore for the 
wgbt. The place on which we encamped was a flat rock 
which lay close to the riTer'a bank, and behind it the 
thick forest formed a screen from the north wind. It 
looked gloomy enough on landing ; but, ere long, a huge 
£re was kindled on the rock, our two anow-white tents 
pitched, and supper in course of preparation, so that 
things soon began to wear a gayer aspect. Supper was 

spread in Mr B 's tent by one of the men, whom we 

appointed to the office of cook and waiter. And, when 
we were seated on our blankets and cloaks upon the 

ground, and Mr B had squinted at the fire for five 

minutes, and then at his wife (who pre»ded at the 
board) for ten, we began to feel quite jolly, and gazed 
with infinite satisfaction at the men, who ate their supper, 
out of the same kettle, in the wsrm light of the camp- 
fire. Our first bed was typical of the voyage, being 
bard and rough, but, withal, much more comfortable 
than many others we slept upon afterwards, and we were 
-all soon as sound acdeep upon the rock in the forest, as 
if we had been in feather-beds at home. The beds on 
which a traveller in this country sleeps are various and 
strange. Bometimes he reposes on a pile of branches of 
the pine tree ; tomtijmea on soft downy moss ; occasion- 
ally on a pebbly beach or a fiat rw^, and, not unfre- 
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qnently, on rough grarel and sand. Of these tbs 
moss bed is the most agreeable, and ihe sandy one Hio 
worst. 

Early on the following morning, loDg before dayHg^ 
we were roused from our slumbers to re-embark, aod 
now our journey may be s^d to have commenced in 
earnest. Slowly and silently we stuped into the canoe, 
and sat down in our allotted places, while the men ad- 
vanced in silence, and paddled up the quiet river in a 
very melancholy sort of mood. The rising sun, howeTOr, 
dissipated these gloomy feelings, and after break&et, 
which we took on a small island near the head of Jack 
River, we revived at once, and started with a cheering 
song, in which all jraned. Soon after, we rounded a 
point of the river, and Lake Winipeg, calm, and clear 
as crystal, glittering in the beams of the morning sun, 
lay stretched out before us to the dist^t and scarcely 
perceptible horizoD. Every pleasure has its alloy, and 
the glorious calm, on which we felicitated ourselves not a 
little, was soon raffled by a breeze, which speedily in- 
creased 80 much as to oblige us to encamp near Montreal 
Point, being too strong for us to venture across the 
traverse of five or six miles now before us. Here, then, 
we rem^ed the rest of the day and night, ratlier dis- 
appointed that interruptions should have occurred so 
soon. 

Xext day we left our encampment early, and travelled 
prosperously till about noon, when the wind agun in- 
creased to such a degree that we were forced to pat 
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ashore cm a poiot, where we remained for the next two 
itcya in gmmbling inactiyity. 

There is nothing more distressing and annoying than 
being wind-bonnd in these wild and uninhabited regions. 
One has no amasement except reading, or promenading 
idwnt the shores of the lake. Now, although this may 
be very del^btfal to a person of a romantic dispoution, 
it was any thing but ^reeable to ns, as the season was 
fmitj for adTanced, and the voyage long ; besides, I 
had DO gun, having parted with mine before leaving 
NwvBj Honse, and no books had been brought, as we 
did not calculate upon being wind-bound. I was particn- 
larly disappc»nted at not having brought my gun, for 
while vre lay upon the rocks one fine day, gazinii; 
gloonuly on the foaming hike, a bUck bear was perceived 
walking slowly round the bottom of the bay, formed by 
tiie point on which we were encamped. It was hopeless 
to attempt killing him, as Mr Bruin was not fool enough 
to permit us to attack him with axes. After this, a 
regular course of high winds commenced, which retarded 
us very much, and gave us much nneasinesB as well as 
annoyance. A good idea of the harsssing nature of our 
voy^e across Lake Winipeg may be obtuned from the 
f<dlowing page or two of my journal, as I wrote it on the 
f^t; — 

Monday, 25th August. — The wind having moderated 
thia nwming, we left the encampment at an ewly hour, 
and travelled uninterruptedly tall nearly eight o'clock, 
when it began to blow bo funously, that we were obliged 
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to run ashore and encamp. All da; die gala contiDoed. 
but in the evening it moderated, and we were enabled to 
proceed a good way ere night olosed m. 

Taadaif 26tk, — Rain fell in torrents dniiiig ^is night. 
The wind, too, was high, and we did not leave onr 0D> 
campment till after breakfast. We made a good da.y'* 
jonmej', however, travelling aboat forty miles, and at 
night pitched our tents on a point of rock, the only camp- 
ing place, as our guide told ub, within ten miles. No drj 
ground was to be found in the viciiiity, so we were faia 
to sleep upon tlie flattest rock we oould find, vrith only 
ime blanket under us. This bed, however, vras not so 
dis^reeable as might be imagined, its prindpal disad- 
Tantsge being, that in case of rain, the water, ioBtead of 
unking into the groond, fonos a little pond below jva, 
deep or shallow, according to the hollownets or flatnen 
of the rofik. on whieh you repoBe. 

Wednesday 27th.— Set out early this morning, and 
travelled till noon, when the wind offom drove as ashore, 
where we remained, in no very happy .humour, aJl day, 
Mr B- and I played the flute for pastime, 

Tlittraday 2Sth. — The perser^ing vrind blew bo bard 
-tiiat we remained in the encampment all day. This ww 
indeed a dismal day ; for, independentiy of being d^ayed, 
which is bad enough, the raia fell so heavily thatitb^;an 
to penetrate throngb oar tents, and, as if not content 
with this, a gust of wind more violent than usual tore Uie 
fastenings of my tent out of the ground, and daahod it 
over my head, leaving me exposed to the pitilefis pelting 
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of tbeBtoiiD. iSr & 's teot being in a more shelto^ 

spot, forionately escaped. 

Friday 2dtA.~-'The weather was niiicli improVed to- 
day, but !t still continued to blow suffidestly to preveat 
our starting. As the wind moderated, however, in the 
erening, the men carried the bi^i^ down to the beaoh 
to hftTfl it in readiness for an early start on the morrow. 

Saturday 30^. — In the morning we foimd that the wind 
had again risen so as to prevent our leaving the encamp- 
ment. This detention is really vary tiresome. We have 
no amneeonent except reading a few tminteresting books, 
eating without appetite, and slee|Hng inordinately. Oh, 
that I were possessed of the Arabian ^f^gbts' mat, 
which transported its owner whithersoerer he listed 
There is nothing for it, however, but patience, and 

assoredly I have a good example in poor Mrs B , 

who, though httle accustomed to such work, has not 
^ven utterance to a word of complaint since we left 
Norway House, It is now four days since we pitched 
our tenta on this vile point. How long we may still re- 
main is yet to be seen. 

Stmday 3leL — The wind was more moderate this 
morning, and about ten o'dock we were enabled to re- 
sume OOF journey. The Sabbath day in such a voyage 
as this cannot be a day of rest, as, from the lateness of 
the season, every hour is of the utmost importaDoe. 
Delay may eaose our being arrested by ice when we 
reach the heights of land ; and even now we fear that, 
unless the season is a late one, we shall experience great 
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difficnlt;^ in reaching Canada. The proper obseryance 
of the Sabbath is, I am happy to saj, becoming more 
general throoghout the HudBOii's Bay Company's terri- 
tories than it used to be. Many of the gentlemen who 
travel nith briga^leB of boats and canoes, remain in the 
encampment on the Lord's day, particularly those who 
have not long jonmeys to perform.. But those who, from 
circumstances, cannot begin their jom^eys till late in the 
autumn, and have long distances to travel, dare not spend 
the Sabbath in inactivity, as, by so doing, they would 
risk being frozen in by the ice, and probably cause the 
loss of the whole crews. 

Monday, Sept. 1. — This morning we started very 
early, and travelled rapidly along till about noon, when 
the wind t^ain spitefully put us ashore, where we re- 
mained during the remainder of the day. Towards 
evening it increased to a gale, accompanied with heavy 
rain ; and dnring the night, while I was sleeping calmly 
nnder my blanket, unmindful of the raging storm, a 
sudden gust again upset my tent, and I was awakened 
by the clammy folds of the wet canvass flapping about 
my haad and ears. The strength of the wind precluded 
the possibility of my re-pitching it ; so, throwing a large 
block of driftwood on it to keep it from blowing away 
altogether, I ran to the canoe, which was turned botbnn 
up at no great distance, and lay down under its shelter 
beside the men. 

Jhiesday 2d. — Still blowing too hard to proceed ; bat 
about noon the wind fell sufficiently to allow us to trard 
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till four o'clock, ythea it commenced to blow agfun so 
fnrioualy that "we were, after b«Dg nearly swamped in 
onr mtdeaTonrs to continne oar jonrnej, obliged to pnt 
ashore. There was something peculiarly aggravating in 
titis day's deteotioo ; as, had we been able to continne 
paddling for only two hours longer, we would then have 
oome to the end of Lake Winipeg, and arriTed at Fort 
Alexander, which was not more than eight miles distant. 
As it was, here we were ; and, if the wind chose, here 
we miffht be for a week to come. In the afternoon two 
lodians Htnmbled on our encampment. They had just 
come overland from the fort, where they bad got some 
potatoes ; and they good-natnredly gave us a few, to- 
gether with some nnripe plums, in exchange for a few 
ise^es of twist tobacco. They were of the Cree tribe, 
dressed in the ordinary coarse cloth capotes and leggins 
of the low countries. 

Wednesday 3d. — Spent the "lee lang day" on the 
same rasc^y point, enjoying the tantalising knowledge 
tjiftt a couple of hours would put ns beyond the reach of 
Winipeg's obstinate waves. More Indians visited us 
during the day. Mr B. and I Mnused ourselves 

by alternately playing the Ante and grumbling at our 

hfurd &te, much to the enjoyment of Mrs B , who is 

really blessed with a most equable and enviable temper. 

Tkunday ith. — The wind was still very strong this 
morning ; but so impatient had we becomo at our re- 
peated detentions, that with one accord we consented to 
do or die ! So, after lumching and loading the canoe 
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with great dfficnltj, owing to t}te immenae waves that 
thnndered f^au»t the shore, we all embarked and poshed 
o£ After great difficulty, and much shipiniig of water, 
we at length came to the mootli of the Wimpeg JSinr. 
up which we proceeded a short dist«nce, and aniTed at 
Fort Alexander. 

Thus had we ta^m fifteen days to coast along lake 
Wimpeg, a jonraey tiiat is nsoally performed in a third 
of that tame. 

Fort Alexander beloi^ -to the Lac 1& Fluie diatridi ; 
bnt b^ng a small post, neither famons for trade nor for 
appearance, I will not take the trouble of describing it. 
We only remained a couple of bours to take in provisions 
in the ahape of a bam, a little pork, and some floor, and 
ihea re-embarking, ctHnmenced the ascent of Winip^ 
BJver. 

The travelling now before us was widdy different bom 
that of the last fifte«i days. Our men covdd now do 
longer rest upon titeir paddles when tired, as they used 
to do on the level waters of the lake, tie river was a 
rapid one; and towards evening we had an earnest of 
the rough work in store for us, by meeting in rapid sn<^ 
cessioD with three waterfallfi, to sormoant whidi we were 
obliged to carry the canoe and cargo over the rocks, and 
launch them above the &Us. While the ami were en- 
gaged in tliis laborious dnty, Mr & and I discovered 

a great many plum-trees laden with excellent fruit, of 
which we ate as many as we conveniently could, and 
then filling our caps and handkerchiefs, embarked with 
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oar prite. They vers h gr^t treat to ub after odr kmg 
abttinenoe firom erery Uung bat salt food, and I bdieve 
ire demoluhed enough to hare killed a whole parkh 
Mhool — bojs, master, naher, and all I But in Toyages 
&e these one may take great libertiei vith one's in- 
terior with perfect impunity. 

Aboat Bonset we encamped in a {uctoresque spot, near 
tin top of a hnge waterfoll, whose thimderiDg roar, a» 
it mingled with the aghing of the night wind through 
Um bushes and among the {vedpitons rocks arooad ns, 
fcrmed an impropriate and somewhat romantic Inllaby. 

On the following morning we were aroused from our 
dumbers at daybreak ; and in ten minntes our tents were 
down and oarselveB in the canoe, bounding merrily up 
tlie river, while the echoing woods and dells responded 
to tile lively oir of "Rose blandie," sang by the mm as 
we swept round point after point imd curre after curve 
ot the noble river, which disphkyed to our admiring gaze 
every variety of wild and woodland scenery. How 
cqieiung np a long vista of sloping groves of graceful 
treeS) beaatifnlly vari^ated with the tints of autumnal 
foliage, and sprinkled with a profusion of ytiiA flowers, 
and tuton surrounding us with immense cliffs and precipi- 
tous banks of the grandest and mo^ majestic aspect ; at 
Ute foot oC whidi tiie black waten roshed impetnoosly 
past, «td gurgling into white foam, as they sped through 
a broken and more interrupted channel, finidly sprang 
DVer a mistHBhrouded cliff, and after boiling madly on- 
wards for a abort space, resumed their silent, quiet course 
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through peaceful scenery. As if to enhance the romaotic 
vildness of the scene, upon ronndiDg a point we came 
suddenly upon a Urge black bear, which was walking 
leisurely along the banks of the river. He gased at us 
in surprise for a moment ; and then, as if it had sad- 
denly occurred to him that gnns miffht be in the canoe, 
away he went helter-skelter up the bank, tearing np the 
ground in his precipitate retreat, and Tunished among 
the bushes. Fortunately for him there was not a gun in 
the canoe, else his chance of escape would have been 
very small indeed, as be was only fifty yards or so from 
us when we first discovered him. 

We made ten portages of various lengths during the 
course of the day ; none of them exceeded a quarter of h 
mile, while the most were merely a few yards. They 
were very haraa^g, however, being close to each other; 
and often we loaded, unloaded, and carried the canoe 
and cargo over land several times in the distauce of half 
a mile. 

On the 7th we left the encampment at an early hour, 
and made one short portage a few minutes after Btartang. 
After breakfast, as we paddled quietly along, we descried 
three canoes coming towards us, filled with Indiuis of the 
Seauteaux tribe. They gave us a few fresh ducks in 
exchange for some pork and tobacco, with which they 
were much delighted. After a short couversation be- 
tween them and one of our men who understood the 
language, we parted, and proceeded on our way. A lit^ 
Toia fell during the day, but in the afternoon the sun 
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shooe out and lighted up the scenery. The forests ahout 
tioB part of the river wwe a much more cheerful aspect 
than those of the lower countries, being composed chiefly 
of poplar, birch, oak, and willows, whoso beautiful light 
gre0u foliage had a very pleaung effect npon eyes long 
accustomed to the dark pines along the shores of Hud- 
son's Bay. 

In the afternoon we met another canoe, in which we 
saw a gentleman sitting. This strange sight set us all 
speoulating as to who it could bo ; for we knew that all 
the canoes accustomed annually to go through th^e 
wilds "had long since passed. We were soon enlightened, 
howeTOr, on the subject. Both canoes made towards a 
flat rock that offered a convenient spot for landing on ; 
and the stranger introduced himself as Dr Bae. He 
was on his way to York Factory for the purpose of fitting 
out at that post an expedition for the survey of the small 
part of the N^orth American coast left unexplored by 
Messrs Dease and Simpson, which will then prove beyond 
a doubt whether or not there is a communication by 
water between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans round the 
north of America. Dr Bae appeared to be just the man 
fw such an expedition. He was very muscular and 
active, full of animal spirits, and had a fine intellectual 
countenance. He was considered, by those who knew 
him well, to be one of the best snow-shoe walkers in the 
advice, was also an excellent rifie-ehot, and could stand 
an immense amount of fatigue. Poor fellow ! greatly 
will he require to exert all his abilities and powers of 
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enduraQce. He <}oes not proceed as otber oxpeditioitt 
hftTe done — niiiiiely, with ki^e supplieB of provitdonb 
and men, but merely takes a very small supply of pro- 
visions and ten or twelve men. These, however, are all 
to be of his own choosing, and will doubtless be men of 
great esperience in travelling amecg the wild regions of 
North America. The whole expedition is fitted out ai 
tiie expense of the Hudson's Bay Company. The party 
are to depend ahuost entirely on their guns for pro- 
TiBi(H)8 i and after proceeding in two open boats round 
the north-western shores of Hodson's Bay as ^ as tbey 
may find it expedi^tt or practicable, are to hmd,' place 
their boats in security for the winter, and then penetrate 
into these unexplored regions on foot. After havittg 
done as much as posmble towwds the forwarding of the 
object of his journey, Dr Bae and his party are to spend 
the long dreary winter with the Esquimaux, and cotO' 
menco operations again early in the spring. He is of 
such a pushing, energetic character, however, that there 
ia every probability he will endeavour to prosecute hia 
discoveries daring winter, if at all practicable. How 
long he will remain exploring among these wild regions 
is uncortiun, but he may be two, perhaps three yean. 
There is every reason to beliove that this expedition mU 
be succ^sful, as it is fitted out by a company intimately 
acquainted with the difficulties and dangers of the country 
through which it will have to paw, and the best methods 
of overcoming and avoiding them. Besides, the Doctor 
himself is well accustomed to the life he will have to lead. 
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md eDtere upon it not with the va^e and uncertajn 
uodona of Back and Franklin, bnt with a pretty correct 
t^rebension of the probable routine of procednre, and 
ihe experience «f a great many jears spent in the service 
of the Hadson'B Bay Company.* After a few minutes' 
ooQTersation we parted, and pursued our re^>ectiTe 
journeys. 

Towards sunset, we encamped on the mai^n of a 
small lake, or expanse of the rirer ; and soon the sitenoe 
of the forest was broken by the merry roieea of our 
men, and by the crashing of the stately trees, as they 
fell -under the axes of the voyageni's. The sun's Ust 
rays streamed across the water in a broad, red glare, 
as if jealons of the huge eamp-fire, which now rose 
oradding among the trees, casting a mddy glow npon 
our huts, and hghting up the swarthy faces of our men 
ta they assembled round it to rest their weary hmbs, 
and to watch the operations of the cook while he pre- 
{lared their erening meai. 

In less than an hour ^ter we landed, the floor of our 
teat was covered with a smoking dish of fried pork, a 
huge ham, a monstrous tea-pot, and various masmve 
^oes of bread, with batter to match. To partake of 
these delicacies, we seated ourselveB in Oriental fashion, 
and Hpped our tea in ctmtemplative ^ence, as we lis- 



* BinceddsdieetwaapFeparedfor press, I )uiT« heard of the retoj 
of Dr Baa frmi his lucceuful dUcoreries. As a full acooimt of the 
has ^^teared in Uie nempapers, naj foHher notice would be Buperfluo 
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tened to the gentle murnmr of a neighbouring Iwook, 
and gazed throngb the opening of onr tent at the voya- 
genrs, while they ate their supper round the fire, or, 
reclining at length upon the grass, smoked their pipes in 
silence. 

Supper was soon over, and I went out to warm myself, 
preparatory to turning in for the night. The men had 
supped, and their huge forms were now stretched around 
the fire, enreloped in clouds of tobacco smoke, which 
curled in volumes ft^m their unshaTen lips. They were 
chattjng and laughing over tales of bygone days ; and 
just as I came up, they were begging Herre, the guide, 
to relate a tale of some sort or other. " Come, Pierre," 
etad a tall, dark-looking fellow, whose pipe, eyes, and 
hair were of the same jetty hue, " tell us how that Ingin 
wa^ killed on the Labrador coast by a black bear. Bap- 
tiste, here, never heard how it happened, and you know 
he's fond of wild stories." 

" Well," returned the guide, " dnce you must have it, 
I'll do what I can ; but don't be disappointed if it isn't 
so interesting as you would wish. It's a simple tale, and 
not OTcr long." So saying, the guide disposed himself 
in a more comfortable attitude, refilled his pipe, and 
after blowing two or three thick clouds to make sure of 
its keeping ahght, gave, in nearly the following words, 
an account of 
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The Death of Wapwian. 



" It is now twenty years ance I saw Wapwian, and 
during that time I have travelled far and wide in the 
plains and forests of America. I have hnnted the buffalo 
with the Seauteaux, in the prairies of the Saskatchewan, 
— I haye crossed the Kxjcky Mountaii^ with the Black- 
feet, — and killed the black bear with the Abinikies, on 
the coasts of Labrador, — but never, among all the tribes 
that I have visited, have I met an Indian like Wapwian. 
It waa not his form or his strength that I admired, — 
though the first was graceful, and the latter immense ; 
but his disposition was so kind, and affectionate, and 
noble, that all who came in contact with him loved and 
respected him ; yet, strange to say, he was never con- 
verted by the Romad CathoUc missionaries who from 
time to time visited his village. He listened to them 
with respectful attention, but always answered that he 
could worship the Great Manitou better as a hunter in 
the forest than as a farmer in the settlements of the 
white men. 

" Well do I remember the first time I stumbled upon 
the Indian village in which he lived. I had set out from 
Montreal, with two trappers, to pay a visit to the Labra^ 
dor coast ; we had travelled most of the way in a small 
Indian canoe, coasting along the northern shore of the 
Gulf of St Lawrence, and reconnoitring in the woods 
for portages to avoid rounding long capes and points of 
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laud, and sometiines in search of game — for we depended 
almost entirely upon onr guns for food. 

" It was upon one of the latter occasions that I went 
(At, accompanied by one of the trappers, while the other 
remmed to wat«h the canoe and prepare our encampc 
ment for the night. We were unsuccesaiul, and after a 
long walk thought of returning to our camp empty- 
handed, when a loud whirring sound in the bushes at- 
tracted our attentioUf and two partridges perched upon a 
tree quite near us. We shot them, and, fixing them in 
OUT belts, retraced our way towards the coast with lighter 
hearts. Just as we emerged from the dense forest, how- 
ever, on one rids of an open space, a tall muscular IndiaB 
strode from among the bushes and stood before us. He 
was dressed in the blanket capote, cloth leggins, and 
scarlet cap usually worn by the Abinihies, and othw 
tribes of the ]jabrador coast. A red-deer skin sho^ 
pouch, and a powder-horn, hung round his neck ; and 
at his side were a beautifully ornamented fire-bag and 
scalping-knife. A common gun lay in the hollow of hJB 
left arm, and a pur of ornamented moccasins cOTered his 
feet. He was, indeed, & handsome-looking fellow, as he 
stood scanning ra rapidly with his jet-black eyes, whSe 
we approached him. We accosted him, and informed 
him (for he understood a little French) whence we came, 
and our object in visiting his part of the country. He 
received our advances kindly, accepted a piece of tobacco 
that we offered him, and told us that his name was 
Wapwian, and that we were welcome to remfun at his 
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Tillage — ^to which he offered to conduct ua — as long as 
76 pleased. After a litde heutation we accepted hit 
inTitation to remain a few da; a ; the more so, as by bo 
doing we would have an opportunity of getting some 
^OTiaions to enable us to continue our journey. In half 
■a hour we reached the brow of a small eminence, whence 
the curling smoke of the wigwuns was viuble. The tents 
were pitched on the shores of a small bay or inlet, guarded 
from Uie east wind by a high precipice of nigged rocks, 
■round which hundreds of sea-fowl sailed in graceful 
^ghts. Beyond this headland stretched the majestic 
Quif of St Lawrence, — while to the left, the Tillage was 
shaded by the spruce-fir, of which most of this part of 
the forest is composed. There were, in all, about a 
dozea tents, made of dressed deer-skin, at the openings 
(tf which might be seen groups of Uttle children playing 
about on the grass, or running after their mothers as 
they went to the neighbouring riTulet for water, or 
launched their canoes to ezamine the trout-nets in the 
bay. 

" Wapwian pansed to gaze an instant on the scene, 
' sod then, descending the hill with rapid strides, entered 
the Tillage, and dispatched a little hoy for our companion 
in the encampment. 

" We were ushered into a tent somewhat elerated 
^boTe the others, and soon were reclining on a soft pile 
of pine branches, smoking in company with our Mend 
Wapwian, while his pretty little squaw prepared a kettle 
of trout for supper. 
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" We Spent two happy daye m the village — hunting 
deer with our Iniiian friend, and assisting the squaws ia 
their fishing operations. On the third morning we re" 
mained in the camp to dry the venison, and prepare f<j> 
our departure ; while Wapwian shouldered his gun, and 
calhng to his nephew, a slim active youth of eighteen^ 
bade him follow with his gun, as he intended to bring 
back a few ducks for his white brothers. 

" The two Indians proceeded for a time along the shoro, 
and then, striking off into the forest, threaded thedr nay: 
among the thick biuhes in the direction of a chiun oi 
small lakes where wild-fowl were numerous. 

" For some time they moved rapidly along under the 
sombre shade of the trees, casting from time to time 
sharp glances into the surrounding underwood. Sni^ 
denly the elder Indian paused and threw forward hia. 
gun, as a slight rustling in the bushes struck his ear. 
The bongha bent and crackled a few yards in advance; 
and a large black bear crossed the path and entered the- 
underwood on the other side. Wapwian fired at him- 
instantly — and a savi^e growl told that the shot had 
taken effect.' The gua, however, had been loaded with " 
small shot ; and although when he fired the bear was onl; 
a few yards off, yet the improbability of its having 
wounded him badly, and the distance they had to go ere 
they reached the l^es, inclined him to give up the chase. 
While Wapwian was loading his gun, Miniquan (hia. 
nephew) had been examining the bear's track, and 
returned, saying that he was sure the animal must ba. 
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badly wotmded, for there was much blood on the track. 
At Unt the elder Indian refused to follow it ; bat seeing 
tltat his nephew wished verjr much to kill the brote, he 
at last consented. As the trul of the bear was much 
eorered witli blood, diey found no difficulty in tracking 
it ; and after a short walk they found him extended on 
his side at the foot of a large tree apparently lifeless. 
Wapwian, however, was too experienced a hunter to 
trust himself iBcaatiously within its reach ; so he examined 
tbe piiming of his gun, and then, advancing slowly to 
£be animal, pushed it with the muzzle. In an instant the 
bear sprang upon him, regardless of the shot lodged in its 
breast; and in another moment Wapwian lay stunned and 
bleeding at the monster's feet Miniquan was at first 
so thunderstmck, as be gazed in horror at the savage 
animal tearing with bloody jaws the senseless form of his 
.uncle, that he stood rooted to the ground. It was only 
for a moment — the next, his gun was at bis shoulder; 
and after firing at, but unfortunately, in the excitement 
of the moment, miBong the bear, be attacked it with the 
butt of his gun, which he soon shivered to pieces on its 
akull. This drew tbe animal for a few moments from 
Wapwian; asd Miniquan, in hopes of leading it &om the 
place, ran off in the direction <^ the village. The bear, 
however, soon gave up the chase, and returned agun to 
its victim. Miniquan now saw that the only chance of 
flaring his relative was to alarm the village ; so, tightening 
his belt, he set off with tbe speed of the hunted deer in 
the direction of the camp. In an incredibly short time 
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he amved, and soon returned with, the trappers and my- 
self. Alas I alasl " said the guide, with a deep mgb, " it 
was too late. Upon arriving at the spot, we found the 
bear'qnite dead, and the noble, generous Wapwian ejf 
tended hj its side, torn and lacerated in such a manner 
that wfl could scarcely rect^niee bim. He still breathed 
a little, howerer, and appeared to know me, as I b^ 
orer him and tried to cl(»e his gaping wounds. We coi^ 
■tmct«d a rude conch of branches, and coaveyed him 
slowly to the Tillage. Ko word of complfunt oe cry <^ 
sorrow escaped &om his wife aa we 1^ his bleeding 
form in her tent. She seemed to have lost the powev 
of speech, as she sat, hom* after hour, gazing in tm' 
Qtterable despair on the mangled form of her hasbaad. 
Poor Wapwian lingered for a week in a state of UD- 
conBciouBuess. His skull had been fractured, and he 
lay almost in a state of insensibility, and never spoken 
Bave when, in a fit of delirium, his fancy wandered baci 
to bygone days, when he ranged the forest with a tiny 
bow in chase of httle birds and squirrels, strode in the 
vigour of early manhood over frozen plains of snow, or 
dashed down foaming currents and migbty rivers in hie 
light canoe. Then a shade would cross his brow aa be 
thought, perhaps, of his recent struggle with the bear, 
and he would again relapse into silence. 

" He recovered slightly before his death ; and once he 
smiled, as if be recognised his wife, but he never spoke 
to any one. We scarcely knew when his spirit fled, so 
calm and peaceful was his end. 
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" His body now reposes beneatli the spreading branches 
<rf a lordly pine, near the scenes of his childhood ; where 
he had spent hie youth, and where he met his untime^ 
and." 

The guide pansed, and looked ronnd upon his aadltors. 
Alas I for the sympathy of man — the half of them had 
gone to sleep ; and Baptiste, for whose benefit the EFtory 
had been related, lay or rather sprawled opon the tnrf 
ibehind the fire, snoring londly, bis shagfry head resting 
cm the rotten stmnp of an old tree, and bill empty pipe 
banging gracefully from bis half-open mouth. A slight 
"humph" escaped the worthy guide, aa he shook the 
ashes ftxim his pipe, and, rolling bis blanket round him, 
Ifud his bead upon the ground. 

Early the following morning we nused the camp and 
continued our Journey. The scenwy bad now become 
more wild and picturesque. Large pines became nume- 
rons ; and the rocky fissures, through which the river 
rushed in a black unbroken mass, cast a gloomy shadow 
upon us as we struggled to ascend. Sometimes we 
managed to get up these rapids with the paddles, BJid> 
when the current was too powerful, with long poles, 
which the men fixed in the ground, and thus pushed 
slowly up ; but, when both of these fiuled, we resorted to 
tfae tracking line, upon which occasions four of the men 
went on shore and dragged ns up, leaving four in the 
canoe to paddle and steer it. When the current was too 
strong for this, they used to carry parta of the cargo to 
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the smooth water further up, and drag the canoe up light, 
or, taking it oa their Moulders, carry it orerlaud. We 
made nine or ten of these portages in two days. In the 
afternooQ we came in view of a Roman Catholic mission 
station, Bnugly situated at the bottom of a small bay or 
creek ; but, as it was a little out of our way, and from 
its quiet appearance seemed deserted, we did not stop. 

In the afternoon of the following day, the 9th of Sep- 
tember, we arrived at the Company's post caHed Rat 
Portage House, where we were hospitably entertained 
for a few hours by Mr M'KenEie, the gentleman in 
charge. On the portage, over which we had to carry 
our canoe and baggage, a large pxrtj of Indians of 
both sexes and all ages were collected to witness our 
departure ; and Mr M'Eenzie adrised as to keep a sharp 
look-out, as they were much addicted to appropriating 
the property of others to their own private use, provided 
they conld find ani opportunity of doing so unobserved j 
so, while our men were running backwards and forwards, 

carrying the things over the rocks, Mr B and hia 

lady remained at one end to guard them and I at the 
other. Every thing, however, was got safdy across ; 
the Indians merely stood looking on, apparently much 
unused with our proceedings, and aotliing seemed 
further from their thoughts than stewing. Just as we 
paddled from the bank, one of our men threw them a 
handful of tobacco, for which there was a great scramble, 
and their noisy voices died away in the distance as we 
rounded an (dirupt point of rocks, and floated out upon 
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the glorious expanse of Lae dn Bois, or, as it is mor^ 
frequently called, the Lake of the Woods, i 

There is nothing, I think, better calculated to awaken 
the more solemn feelings of our nature, (unless, indeed, 
it be the thtilUng tones of sacred music,) than these 
noble lakes, studded with innumerable islets, suddenly 
bursting on the traTeller's riew, as he emerges from the 
soinbre forest rivers of the American wilderness. The 
dear unruffled water, stretching out to the horizon — here, 
unbracing the heavy and luzuriaat foliage of a hnndred 
wooded isles, or reflecting the wood-clad mount^ns on its 
ntar^n, clothed in all the variegated hues of autumn ; 
and there, glittering with dazzling brilliancy, in the 
bright rays of the evening sun, or rippling among the 
reeds and rushes of some shallow bay, where hundreds 
of wild-fowl chatter, as they feed, with varied cry, ren- 
dering more apparent, rather ihaa disturbing, the solemn 
stillneBs of the scene : all tends to " raise the soul from 
nature up to nature's God," and reminds one of the 
beautiful passage of Scripture, " Lord, how manifold 
are thy works 1 in wisdom hast thou made them all : the 
earth is full of thy riches," 

At night we encamped at the farthest extremity of the 
lake, on a very exposed spot, whence we looked out upon 
the atarht scene, while our supper was spread before us 
in the warm light of the fire, which biased and crackled 
as the men heaped log after log opon it, sending up clouds 
of bright sparks into the sky, 

N'ext morning we commenced the ascent of Loo la 
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Huie Birer. This b detadedl; the most beautiful river 
we had yet traTereed, not only oa accoant of the luxa- 
riant foli^e, of every hue, with which its ni^le banks 
are covered, but chieflv fi-om the r^embUnce it bears in 
many places to the Bceo^y of England) recalling to udod 
the grassy lawns and verdant banks of Britain's streaio^ 
and transporting the beholder from the wild scenes of the 
western world to his native home. The trees along its 
banks were larger and more varied thim any we had 
hitherto seen, — ash, poplar, cedar, red and white junes, 
oak, and birch, being abundant, whilst flowers of gaady 
hues enhanced the beauty of the scene. Towards noon 
our giude kept a sharp look-out for a convenient spot 
whereon to dine ; and ere long, a flat shelnng rook, 
partly shaded by trees and partly exposed to the blasa 
<^ &e sun, presented itself to view. The canoe was soon 
along^de <^ it, and kept floating about half-a-foot from 
the edge by means of two branches, the two ends of 
which were fastened to the bow and stem of the canOe, 
and the other two held to the ground by means of huge 
stones. It is necessary to be thus careful with canoes, 
as the gum or pitoh with which the seuns are plastered 
breaks off in lumps, particularly in cold weather, and 
makes the craft leaky. A snow-white napkin was spread 
on the flattest part of the rock, and so arrajiged that, as 
we reclined around it on cloaks and blankets, our bodies, 
down to the knees, were shaded by the luxuriant foliage 
behind us, while our feet were basking in £he solar raya I 
Upon the napkin were presently placed, by our active 
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iRuter CHbaolt, three pewtOT plates, a decanter of port 
wine, and a large ham, together vrith a turret of salt 
better, and a loaf of bread, to the demolition of which 
muds we devoted ourGelves with great earnestneBs. At 
a short distance, the men circled round a huge lump of 
boiled pork, each with a lai^ slice of bread in one hand 
aad a kmfe in the other, with whidi he parked hb bread 
in the same way that civilised people butter theirs I 
Half-aa-hour concluded our mid-day meal ; and then, 
costiag off the branches from the canoe, we were out of 
sight of our temporary dining-room in five minutes. 
: On the evening of the following day we arrived at the 
Company's post. Fort Frances, so called in honour of the 
lady of Sir Oeoi^e Simpsoii. The fort is rather an old 
building, situated at the bottom of a small bay or ourve 
in the river, near the foot of a waterfall, whose thunder- 
ing roar forms a ceaseless music to the inhabitants. We 
found the post hi charge of a chief trader, who had no 
other sodety than that of three or four labouring men ; 
so, as may be supposed, he was delighted to see us. Our 
men carried the canoe, &e., over the portage to avoid 
Uw waterfall, and, as it was then too late to proceed 

fiirther that night, we accepted Mr F 's pressing 

invitation to pass the night at the fort. There was only 
one spare bed in the house, but this was a matter ctf 
little moment to us after the variety of beds we had 
had since starting ; so, spreading a buffalo robe on the 
floor for a mattrass, I rolled myself in my blanket and 
tried to sleep. At first I could not manage it, owing to 
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the nneartlily stJllnesa of a room, after being so \(^g 
aceuBtomed to the open air aad the Doise of riTers and 
cataracts, but at last succeeded, and slept soundly till 

Dame Fortune doea not always persecute her friends^ 
and althoDgli she bad retarded us hitherto a good deal, 
with contrary winds and rain, she kindly as^sted us 
^en we commenced cros^g Lac la Pluie next morning, 
by raising a stiff, ftur breeze. Now, be it known that a 
canoe, fi?om having no keel, and a roond bottom, cannot 
venture to hoist a sail unless the wind is directly, astern 
— the least bit to one ^de .would be sure to capsize it; 
BO that our getting the wind precisely in the proper 
direction at the commencement, was a great piece of 
good fortune, inasmuch as it enabled us to cross the laks 
in dx hours, instead of (as is generally the case) taking 
one, two, or three days. 

In the evening we arrived, in high spirito, at a portage, 
on which we encamped, 

0u7 progress, after this, became a little more inter- 
rupted by portages and small lakes, or rather pond^ 
through which we sometimes passed with difficulty, owing 
to ibe shallowness of the water in many places. Soon 
after this we came to the Mecan River, which we pre- 
pared to ascend. In making a portage, we suddenly 
discovered a little Indian boy, dressed in the extreme i^ 
the Indian summer ^shion — in other words, he was in 
a state of perfect nakedness, vrith the exception of a 
breech'-cloth ; and upon casting our eyes across the river 
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we beheld ins father, in a similar costume, bumly em> 
ployed in catching fish with a hand-net. He was really 
a wild, picturesque-lookiiig fellow, notwithstanding the 
scantiness of his costume, and I was much interested in 
his proceedings. When I first saw him, he was standii^ 
open a rock close to the edge of a foaming rapid, into 
the eddies of which he gazed intently, with the net 
rmsed in the air, and his muBCuIar A«me motionless, as 
if petrified while in the act of striking. Suddenly the 
net swung through the air, and hb body quivered as he 
strained every sinew to force it quickly through the 
water : in a moment it came out with a beautiful white- 
fish, upwards of a foot long, glittering like silver as it 
Mmggled in the meshes. In the space of half an hour 
he had caught half-ardozen in this manner, and we 
bought three or four of the finest for a few plugs of 
tobacco. His wigwam and family were close at hand ; 
so, while onr men crossed the portage, Z ran up to see 
them. 

The tent, which was made of sheets of Wrch-bark 
sewed together, was pitched beneath the branches of a 
gigantic pine, upon the lower limbs of which hung a pair 
of worn-out snow-shoeB, a very dirty blanket, and a short 
bow, with a quiver of arrows near it. At the foot of it, 
opon the ground, were scattered a few tin pots, several 
pfurs of old moccasins, and a gun ; while against it leaned 
an Indian cradle, in which a small very brown baby, with 
jet-black eyes and hair, stood bolt upright, basking in 
the sun's rays, and bearing a comical resemblance to an 
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Egyptian mtiriUDy. At ib& door of the lent a child of 
riper years amused itself, by rolling about among the 
chips of wood, useless bits of deer-skin and filth, always 
strewn around a wigwam. On the right hand lay a pile 
of firewood, with an axe berade it, near which crouched 
a half-starved, wretched-looking nondescript dog, who 
kitted up a tremendous row the moment he cast eyee 
upon me. Such was the ont^de. The interior, filled 
with smoke front the fire and Indians' pipes, was, if pos- 
sible, even dirtier. Amid a lai^e pile of rabbit-skins 
rechned an old woman, busily plucking the feathers from 
a fine duck, which she carefully preserved (the feathers, 
not the duck) in a b^. for the purpose of trading them 
with the Company at a future period. Her drees was a 
coat of rabbit-skiuB, so strangely shaped that no one 
could posdbly t«ll how she ever got it off or on. This, 
howoTer, was doubtless a matter of little consequence to 
her, as Indians seldom take the trouble of changing tbar 
clothes, or even of undressing at all. The coat was 
fearfully dirty, and bung upon her in a way that led me 
to suppose she had worn it for six months, and that it 
would fall off her in a few days. A paJr of faded blue 
cloth leggins completed her costume — her dirty shoulders, 
arms, and feet being quite destitute of covering ; while 
her long black hair fell in tangled masses upon her ne<^i 
and it was evidently a long time since a comb had passed 
through it. Oa the other side sat a younger woman 
similarly attired, employed in mending a hand-net ; and 
on a very much worn buffalo robe sat a young man 
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(probably the brother of the oae we had seen fiBhing), 
Trapped in a blanket, Bmoking his pipe in ailence. A 
fen dirty little half-naked boys lay sprawling among 
several packi^s of fiirs tied up in birch bark, and dis- 
puted with two or three ill-looking dogs the niost com- 
modious place whereon to lie. The fire in the middle of 
the tent sent up a cloud of smoke, which escaped through 
an aperture at tJie top, and from a cross-bar depended 
a few sUcea of deer-meat, undergoing the jHwiesB of 
smoking. 

I had merely time to note ail this, and say " what 
dieer " to the Indians, who returned the compliment 
tntii a grunt, when the loud voice of our guide ringing 
^irougb the glades of the forest, informed me that the 
canoe was ready to proceed. 

The country through which we now passed was very 
interesting, on account of the variety of the scenes and 
places through which we wound our way. At times we 
were paddling with difficulty agunst the strong current 
of a narrow river, which, on our turning a point of laud, 
suddenly became a Urge lake ; and then, after crossing 
this, wo arrived at a portage : after pas^g over it, there 
came a series of small ponds and little creeks, through 
which we pushed our way with difficulty ; and then ar- 
rived at another lake, and more httie rivers, with nume- 
rous portages. Sometimes ludicrous accidents happened 
to UB, bad enough at the time, but subjects of mirth 
afterwards. 

One cold frosty morning, (for the weather had now 
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become cold, firom the eleTatiou of the cooatiT' fiirougb 
which we passed), whilp the caooe was going quietly over 
a small reedy lake, or ford, I was awakened out of a lu^ 
into which I had fallen, and told that the canoe was 
aground, and I must get out and walk a little way to 
hghten her. Hastily pulling up my trouaera, (for I 
always travelled barefoot), I sprang over the side into 
the water, and the oanoe left mo. Kow all this happened 
so quickly, that I was scarcely awake ; but the bitterly 
cold water, which nearly reached my knees, cleared up 
my faculties most effectually, and I then found that I 
was fifty yards firom the shore, with an unknown depth 
of water around me, the canoe out of dght ahead of me, 
and Mr B — (who had been turned out while half, 
asleep also) standing with a rueful expression of countfr- 
nance beside me. After feeling our way cautiously — iot 
the bottom was soft and muddy — we reached the shore ; , 
and then, thinking that all was right, proceeded to walk 
round to join the canoe. Alas I we found the bushes so 
thick, that they were very nearly impenetrable ; and 
worse than all, that they, as well aa the ground, were 
covered with thorns, which scratched and lacerated our 
feet most fearfully at every st^. There was nothing 
for it, however, but to persevere; and after a painful 
watkofaquartar of a mile, we overtook the canoe, vowing 
never to leap before we looked, upon any other occasion 
whatsoever. 

In this way we proceeded, literally over hill and dale, 
in our canoe, and in the course of a few days ascended 
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Mecan River, and traversed CrosB Lake, Malign River, 
Stnrgeon Lake, Lac du Mort, Mille Lac, beaidea a great 
nmiiber of smaller sheets of water without names, and 
manj portages of various lengths and descriptions, till 
the evening of the 19th, when we ascended the beautifiil 
little river called the Savwi, and arrived at the Savan 
Portage. 

Thirty years ago, in the time of the North- West Com- 
pany, the echoes among these wild solitudes were far 
oftener and more loudly awakened thaa they are now. 
The reason of it was this. The North-West Company, 
having their head-quarters in Montreal ani being com- 
posed chiefly of Canadian adventurers, imported their 
whole supplies into the country, and exported all their 
furs out of it, in north canoes, by the flame route over 
which we now travelled. As they carried on business on 
a lai^e scale, it may be supposed that the traffic wa« 
correspondingly great. No less than ten brigades (each 
numbering twenty canoes) used to pass through these 
scenes during the summer months. No one who has not 
experienced it can form an adequate idea of the thriUing 
effect the passing of these brigades must have had upon 
a stranger. I have seen four canoes sweep round a pro- 
montory suddenly, and burst upon my view ; while at 
the same moment, the wild, romantic song of the voya- 
genrs, as they plied their brisk paddles, struck upon my 
ear, and I have felt the thrilling enthusiasm caused by 
such a scene : what, then, must have been the feelings of 
those who had spent a long, dreary winter in the wild 
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North- West, far remoTed from the bastle and excitement 
of the civilised world, when thirty or forty of these 
picturesque canoes burst unexpectedly upon them, half 
shrouded in the spray that flew from the bright TermiUon 
paddles, while the men, who had overcome difficulties and 
dangers innumerable dUring a ■ long voyage through the 
wilderness, urged their bght craft over the troubled water 
with the speed of the rein-dera-, and with hearts joyful at 
the happy termination of their trials and privations, sang 
with all the force of three hundred manly voices, one of 
their lively airs, which, rising and falling faintly in the 
distance as it was borne, first lightly on the breese, and 
then more steadily as they approached, swelled out in 
the rich tones of many a mellow voice, and burst into a 
long enthusiastic ^out of joy 1 

Alas ! the forests no longer echo to such sounds. The 
passage, once or twice a-year, of three or four canoes, is 
all that breaks the stillness of the scene ; and noi^ht, 
save narrow pathways over the portages, and rongh 
wooden crosses over the graves of the travellers vho 
perished by the way, rranains to mark that such things 
were. 

Of these mariis, the Savan Portage, at which we had 
arnved, was one of the most stril^ing. A long succession 
of boiling rapids and waterfalls, having in days of yore 
obstructed the passage of the fnMraders, they had 
landed at the top of them, and cut a pathway dirough 
the woods, which happened at this place to be exceed- 
ingly swampy — hence, the name Savan, or swampy. 
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Portage. To render the road more paasable, they had 
cut dowD trees, which they placed side by side along its 
irbole extent, which was about three miles, and over 
thia wooden platform carried their canoes and cargoes 
with perfect ease. After the coalition of the two com- 
panies, and the consequent carriage of the furs to Eng- 
land by Hudson's Bay, instead of to Canada by the lakes 

■ and riTers of the interior, these roads were neglected and 
got out of repair ; and, consequently, we found the logs 
over the portage decayed, and trees fallen across them, 
so that our men, instead of runmng quickly over, were 
constantly breaking through the rotten wood, inking up 
to the knees in mud, and scrambling over trees and 
branches. We got over at last, however, in about two 
hours, and after proceeding a little farther arrived at 

. and encamped upon the Prairie Portage, by the side of 
a voyi^eur's grave, which was marked as usual with a 
wooden cross, on which some friendly hand had cut a 
rude inscription; time had now rendered it quite ille- 
gible. Thia is the height of land, dividing the waters 
which flow northward into Hudson's Bay from those 
which flow in a southerly direction through the great 
lakes into the Atlantic Ocean. 

A few p^es from my journal, here, may serve to give 
a better idea of the characteristics of our voyage than 
cQuld be conveyed in narrative. 

Saturday, 2(ith September. — We crossed the Pr^ie 
Portage this morning, a distance of between three 
and four toiles, and breakfasted at the upper end of it. 
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Amused myself by sketchiug the view from a aeighbour- 
ing hill. After crosaing two more portages, and a varietj 
of small lakes, we launched our canoe ob the bosom of the 
river Du Cbien, and began for the iirst time ranee the 
ctHmnencement of our journey to descend, having passed 
over the hdght of land. We saw several gray grouse 
here, and in the evening one of our men caught one in a 
cnrious manner. They were extremely tame, and allowed 
us to approach them very closely, so Baptiste determined 
to catch one for supper. Cutting a long branch &om a 
n^hbouring tree, he tied a runmng noose on one end of 
it, and, going quietly up to the bird, put the noose gently 
over its head and pulled it off the tree I This is a common 
practice among the Indians, particularly when they have 
run short of gunpowder. 

Sunday 2l8t. — Crossed Lac du Chien, and made the 
portage of the same name, &om the top of which we had 
a most beautiful view of the whole country for miles round. 
Having crossed this portage, we proceeded down the 
Eamenistaquoia River, on the banks of which, after 
making another portage, we pitched our teats. 

Monday 22d. — B^ obliged us to put ashore this 
morning. Nothing can be more wretched tbim travelling 
in rainy weather. The men, poor fellows, do not make 
the least attempt to keep themaelres dry ; bot the pas- 
sengers endeavour, by means of oiled cloths, to keep out 
the wet, — and under this they broil and suffocate, till at 
last tbey are obliged to throw off the covering. Even 
were this not the case, we should still be wretched, aa 
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l^e nan always finds its way io somewhere or other ; and 
I have been often awakened from a nap by the cold 
tcickling of moisture down my back, and have discovered, 
upon moving, that I was lying in a pool of water. Ashore, 
we are generally a little more comfortable, but not much. 
After dinner we again started, and advanced on our 
journey till sunset. 

Tuesday 23d, — To-day we advaiiced very slowly, 
owing to the shallowness of the water, and crossed a 
cumber of portages. During the day we ran several 
rapids. Tbia is an exceedingly exciting thing : upon 
Hearing the heads of a large rapid, the men strain every 
muscle to urge the canoe forward more quickly than the 
water, so that it may steer better. The bowsman and 
steersman stand erect, guiding the frsal bark through the 
more unbroken places in the fierce current, which hisses 
and foams around, as if eager to swallow us up. Now 
we rush, with lightning force, towards a rock, t^ainst 
which the water dashes in fiiry, and, to an uninitiated 
traveller, we appear to be on the point of destruction ; — 
but one vigorous stroke from the bowsman and steers- 
man (for they always act in concert) sends the light 
craft at a sharp angle from the impending danger, and 
away we plunge again over the surging waters, — some- 
times floating for an instant in a small eddy, and hovering, 
as it were, to choose our path, and then plunging swiftly 
forward again through the windings of the stream, — till, 
having passed the whole in safety, we float in the smooth 
water below. 



Dig,: .=^:i by Google 



250 HUDSON'S BAT. 

Acadente, as may be supposed, often happen ; and to- 
day we found that there is danger as welt as pleasure in 
running the rapids. We had got over a great part of 
the day in safety, and were in the act of running the 
first part of the Rose rapid, when our canoe struck upon 
a rock, and wheeling round with its broadside to the 
stream, began to fill quickly. I could hear the timbers 
cracking beneath me under the immense pressure — an- 
other minute, and we ^ould have been gone; but our 
men, who were active fellows, and well accustomed to 
such dangers, sprang simultaneously over the side of 
the canoe, which, being thus lightened, passed over the 
rock, and rushed down the remainder of the r^id stem 
foremost, ere the men could scramble in and resume 
their paddles. When rapids were very dangerous, most 
of the cargo was generally disembarked, and while one 
half of the crew carried it round to the still water be- 
low, the other half ran down light. 

Crossed two small port^es, and the Monntun Fort- 
age in the afternoon, on the latter of which I went to 
see a waterfall, which I was told was in its vicinity. I 
had great difficulty in finding it at first, but its thunder- 
ing roar soon guided me to a spot from whence it was 
risible. Truly, a grander waterMl I never saw I The 
whole river, which was pretty broad, plunged in one 
broad white sheet over a precipice, higher, by a few feet, 
than the ^moos Falls of Niagara ; and the spray from 
the foot sprang high into the air, bedewing the wild, pre- 
cipitous crags with which the fall is encompassed, and 
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the gloomy pines that hang about tbe clefts and fissures 
of the rocks. Travellers have ^Ten it the name of the 
Mbnnt^n Fall, from a peculiar mountain in its vicinity, 
— but the natives coll it the Kackabecka Falls. After 
making a sketch of it, and getting myself thoroughly 
wet in BO doing, I returned to the canoe. 

In the evening we encamped within nine miles of Fort 
William, having tost one of our men, who went ashore to 
lighten the canoe while we ran a rapid. After a good 
deal of trouble we found him again, but too late to admit 
of our proceeding to the fort that night. 

Wednesday 24M. — Early this morning we left the 
encampment, and after two hours' paddling. Fort William 
hurst upon our enraptured gaze, mirrored in the limpid 
waters of that immense fresh-water sea. Lake Superior, 
whose rocky shores and rolling biUows vie with the ocean 
In grandeur and magnificence. 

Fort William was once one of the chief posts in the 
In(^D country, and, when it belonged to the North- 
West Company, contained a great number of men. Now, 
however, much of its glory has departed. Many of the 
buildings have been pulled down, and those that rem^ 
are very rickety-looking affairs. It is still, however, a 
very important fishing station, and many hundreds of 
beautiful white-fish, with which Lake Superior swarms, 
are salted there annually for the Canada markets. These 
white-fish are indeed excellent, and it is difficult to say 
whether they, or the immense trout, which are also 
caught in abundance, have the most delicate flavour. 
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These trout, as well as white-fisli, are caught in nets, and 
the former someUiiies measure three feet long, and are 
proportionately broad. The one we had to breakfast on 
the morning of our arrival, must have been very nearly 
this size. 

The fur trade of the post is not very good, but the furs 
traded are umilar to those obtained in other ports of the 
country. 

A number of cartMea de maUre, or very large canoes, 
are always kept in store here, for the use of the Com- 
pany's travellers. These canoes are of the largest ^ze, 
exceeding the north canoe in length by several feet, 
besides being much broader and deeper. They are used 
solely for the purpose of travelling on Lake Superior, 
being much too large and cumbersome for travelliing with 
through the interior. They are carried by four men 
instead of two, like the north canoe, and, beades bemg 
capable of carrying twice as much cai^, axe paddled by 
fourteen or sixteen men. Travellers from Canada to 
the interior generally change their canotea de maUre for 
north canoes at Fort William, before entering upon the 
intricate navigation through which we bad already 
passed ; irhile those going from the interior to Canada, 
change the small for the large canoe. As we had few 
men, however, and the weather appeved settled, we 
determined to risk coasting round the northern shore of 
the lake in our north canoe. 

The scenery around the fort is very pretty. In its 
immediate vicinity the land is £at, covered with small 
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trees and viUovB, which are agreeably snggestive of 
partridges and other game ; but in the distance rise 
stupendous mountsiiiB ; and on the left hand, the noble 
expanse of the Lake Superior, with rocky islands on its 
mighty bosom, and abmpt hills on its shores, stretches 
oat to the horizon. The fort is built at the mouth of the 
Eamenistaqncna Siver, and from its walls a beautiiul view 
of the Burrounding country can be obt^ed. 

As the men wanted rest, and our canoe a little repair, 
we determined to remain all day at Fort William ; so some 
of the men employed themselveB re-gumming the canoe, 
while others spread out our blankets and tents to dry, 
Tlus last was yery necessary, as on the journey we have 
little time to spare from eating and sleeping while on 
shore, and many a time have I in consequence slept in a 
wet blanket. 

The fair lady of the gentleman in charge of the fort, 
was the only lady at the place, and indeed the only one 
within a circuit of six hundred miles,, which space, being 
the primeral forest, was inh^ited only by wild beasts 
and a few Indians. She was consequently very much 

delighted to meet with Mrs B , who, having for bo 

many days seen no one but rough voyagcurs, was equally 
delighted to meet her. While they went off to make the 

most of each other, Mr B and I sauntered about 

in ih& Ticinity of the fort, admiring the beauty of the 
scenery, and piud numerous vi^ts to a superb dairy in 
the fort, which overflowed with milk and cream. There 
were a number of cows at the post, a few of which we 
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encountered in our walk, and also a good many pigs and 
sheep. In the evening we returned, and at tea were 
introduced to a postmaster, who had been absent whea 
we arrived. This postmaster turned out to be a firsi- 
rate player of Scottbh reels on the violin. He was self- 
taught, and truly the sweetness and precision with wbidi 
he played every note and tnll of the rapid reel and 
strathspey, would have made Neil Gow himself enviousj 

So beautiful and inspiriting were they, that Mr B 

and our host, who were both genuine Highlanders, 
jumped simultaneously from their seats, in an eratasy of 
enthusiasm, and danced to the lively music till the very 
walla shook, much to the amusement of the two ladies, 
who having been both born in Canada, could not eo well 
appreciate the music. Indeed, ihe musician himself looked 
a little astonished, being quite ignorant of the endearing 
recollections and a^ociations recalled to the memory of 
the two Highlanders by the rapid notes of his violin. 
They were not, however, to be contented with one reel ; 
so, after fruitlessly attempting to make the ladies join 
us, we sent over to the men's houses for the old Canadian 
wife of Pierre Lattinville, and her two blooming daughters. 
They soon came, and after much coyness, blushing, and 
hesitation, at last stood up, and under the inspiring in- 
fluence of the violin, we 

" Danced till we were like to &' 
The reel o' TuUocbgorum 1" 
and did not cease till the lateness of the hour, and the 
exhaustion of our musician, compelled us to give in. 
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On the foUowmg monung we bade adieu to the good 
people at Fort William, and begtm our journej' along 
the northern shore of Lake Superior, wluch b upwards 
of three hundred miles in diameter. Fortune, however, 
is proverbially fickle, aad she did not belie her character 
on this particular day. The weather, when wo started, 
was calm and clear, which pleased us much, as we had 
to make what is called a traverse — that ia, to cross from 
one point of land to another, instead of coasting round a 
very deep bay. The traverse which we set out to make 
on leaving Fort William, was fourteen nules broad, which 
made it of some consequence our having a calm day to 
. cross it, in our little egg-shell of a canoe. Away we 
went, then, over the clear lake, singing " Rose blanche" 
vociferously. We had already gone a few miles of the 
distance, when a dark cloud rose on the seaward horizon. 
Presently the water darkened under the influence of a 
Btjff breeze ; and in less than half an hour the waves 
were rolling and boiling around us like those of the 
Atlantic. Ahead of us lay a small island, about a mile 
distant, and towards this the canoe was steered ; while 
the men urged it forward as quickly as the roughness of 
the sea would allow. Still the wind increased, and the 
island was not yet gained. Some of the waves had broken 
over the edge of the canoe, and she was getting 6Iled 
with water ; but a kind providence permitted us to reach 
the island in safety, though not in comfort, as most of 
the men were much wet, and many of them a good deal 
frightened. 
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On l&ading, ve pitched onr tents, made a fire, and 
proceeded to dry onreelves, and in less than an hour 
were as comfortable as posnble. The island on which 
we had encamped was a small rocky one, covered with 
short heatberj-looking shrubs, among which we found 
thousands of hlaeberrieB. On walking round to the 
other side of it, I discoTered an Indian encamped wilh 
his family. He supphed us with a fine white-fish, for 
which our men gare him a little tobacco and a bit of the 
fresh mutton which we had brought with us from Fort 
Wifliam. 

Three days we remained on this vile island, while fhe 
wind and waves continued unceasingly to howl and lash 
around it, as if they wished in their disappointment to 
beat it down and swallow us up, island and all'; but, 
towards the close of the third day, the gale moderated, 
and we ventured agtun to attempt the traverse. This 
time we succeeded, and in two hours passed Tbtmder 
Point, on the other side of which we encamped. 

The next day we could only travel till breakfest time, 
Bs the wind agtas increased so much as to oblige us to 
pnt ashore. We comforted ourselves, however, with the 
prospect of a good mutton-chop. 

The fire was soon made, the kettle on, and every thing^ 
in preparation, when the dreadful discovery was made 
that the whole of the fresh mutton had been forgotten 1 
Words cannot paint our consternation at this discovery. 

Poor Mrs B sat in mute despair, thinking of the 

mercy of being reduced ^ain to s^t pork ; while her 
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huslumdi who had hitherto stood ^hast, jumped suddflidy 
fbrward, aad seimg a bag of fine potatoes that had been 
giTon to the men, threw it, in a transport of rage, into 
the ]Bke, TOwing that as we were by their negligence to 
be depriTed of our mutton, they certainly ^ould also be 
sufferers with us. 

, It was very laughable to behold the rueful counte- 
nances of the men, as their beautiful, large, white pota- 
toes aauk to the bottom of the clear wator, and Bhone 
lorightly there, as if to tantalise them, while the rippling 
water caused them to quiver so much, that the lake 
seemed to rest on a pavement of huge potatoes ! None 
dared, however, attempt to recover one ; but, after a 

while, when Mr B 's back was turned, a man crept 

cautioudy down to the water's-edge, and gathered as 
many as were within reach, — always, however, keeping 
an eye on his master, and stooping in an attitude that 
would permit of his bolting up on the slightest indication 
of a wrathful movement. 

It would be tedious, as well as unnecessary, to recount 
here all the minutiee of our voyage across Lake Superior ; 
X shall merely touch on a few of the more particular 
incidents. 

On the Ist of October we arrived at the Pic House,* 
where we spent the night ; and, after a rough voyage, 
reached Michipicoton on the 4th. Our voyage (Uong 
Lake Superior was very stormy and harassing, remind- 

* It muit be borne In mind, tint all the eetablishmeDts we passed on 
tha w«f belonged to tbe Hodson's B*y Compan;. 
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ing ua often of Lake Winipeg, Sometimes we irem 
paddling along otbt the smooth water, and at other 
times lying-by, while the lake was lashed into a mass 
of foam and hillows hj a strong gale. So much deten- 
tion, and the latenesB of the seasoii, rendered it necesaary 
to take adTUitage of every lull and calm hour that occur- 
red, BO that we travelled a good deal during the night. 
. This sort of travelling was very romantic. I will de- 
Scribe a night of it. 

On one occadon, after having been ashore two days, 
the wind moderated in the afternoon, and we deters 
mined to proceed if possible. The sun set glorion^y, 
giving promise of fine weather. The sky was clear and 
cloudless, and the lake cahn. For an hour or so, the 
men sang as they paddled, but as the shades of evening 
fell) they ceased ; and as it was getting rather chilly, I 
wrapped myself in my greaa blanket, (which served me 
for a boat-cloak as well as a bed,) and soon fell fast 
asleep. 

How long I slept I know not ; but when I awoke, 
the regular, rapid hiss of the paddles struck upon ray 
ear, and upon throwing o£F the blanket, the first thing 
that met my eye was the dark sky spangled with the 
most gorgeous and briUiaot stars I ever beheld. The 
whole scene, indeed, waa one of the most magnifioent and 
awful that can be imagined. On our left hand rose 
tremendous precipices and cliffs, around the bottom aad 
among the caverns of which the block waters of the lake 
curled quietiy, (for a mwt deathlike, unearthly calm 
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prevfuled,) BeadiDg fortji a faint bollow mnrmuT, ae of 
diHtoat waters, which ended at long intervals in a Blow 
melancholy cadence. Before end behind ns, almipt 
W»ggy islands rose &om the wfiter, asBunuog every 
im^nnable and nnimaeinable shape in the oncertain 
%ht ; while on the right, the eye ranged orer the inky 
lake, till it was lost in thick darkness. A thin, traospa' 
rent night-fog added to the mystical appearance of the 
scene, upon which I looked with mingled feelings of 
wonder and awe. The <Hily distiiuit sound that conld 
be heard, was the measured sound of the paddles, which 
the men plied in silence, as if unwilling to break the 
stJUneaa of the night. Suddenly the guide uttered in a 
hoarse whisper, " A terrel" startling the sleepy mw), 
and rendmng the succeeding silence still more impres- 
mve. 

The canoe glided noiselessly through a maze of nar- 
row passages among the tall cliffs, and grounded on 
a stony beach. Every thing was then carried up, and 
the tents pitched in the dark, as no wood could be con- 
veniently found for the purpose of malting a fire ; and, 
witbbnt taking any sapper, or errai breaking the solemn 
slence of the night, we spread our beds as we best could 
i^)On the round stones, (some of which were larger than 
a man's fist,) and sank into repose. About a couple c^ 
hours afterwards we were roused by the anxious guide, 
and told to embark ^ain. In Uiis way we traveUed at 
night or by day, a>s the weather permitted, and even, 
upon one or two occasions, both night and day, till the 
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12tli of October, when we arriyed at the SauU de Ste 
MaHe, which is utuated at the terminatiDn of Lake 
Supenor, just as our proTimooB were exhanated. 

We had thoB taken eighteen da^ to coast the lake. 
This was ver^ slow going indeed, the usual time for 
coastmg the lake in a north canoe being from dght to 
ten days. 

The Sault de Ste Marie b a large rapid, which cames 
the waters of Lake Superior into Lake Huron. It sepa- 
rates the British from the American possessions, and is 
fortified on the American ade by a large wooden fort, in 
which a body of soldiers are constantly resident. There 
is also a pretty large village of Americans, which is 
rapidly increasing. The British side is not fortified, 
and, indeed, there are no houses of any kind except the 
few belonging to the Hudson's Bay Company. This 
may be considered the extreme outskirts of civilisation, 
being the first place where I had seen any number of 
people collected together, who are unconnected with the 
Hudson's Bay Company. 

I was not destined, however, to enjoy the sight of 
new faces long ; for next morning we started to coast 
round the northern and uninhabited shores of L^e 
Huron, and so down the Ottawa to Montreal. Mr and 

Mrs B left me here, and proceeded by the route of 

the Lakes. 

During the next few days we travelled through a 
number of rivers and lakes of various sizes ; among the 
latter were Lakes Huron and Nipisingue. In crossing 
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the latter, I obserred a point on whidt were erected 
fourteen rongh wooden crosaea : such an unusual eight 
excited my curiosity, and upon inquiring, 1 found that 
they were planted there to mark the place where a 
cauoe, contiuning fourteen men, had been upset in a 
gale, and every soul lost. The lake was clear and 
smooth when we passed the melancholy spot, and many 
a rolling year has de&eed and cast down the crosses 
since the unfortunate men whose sad fate tbey com- 
memorate, perished in the storm. 

While searching about the shore one night for wood 
to make a fire, one of our men found a large basket, 
made of bark, and filled with fine bear's-grease, which 
had been faid by some , Indians. This waa conadered 
a great windfall, and ere two days were paat, the whole 
of it was eaten by the men, who buttered their flour 
cakes with it profusely. 

Not long after this we passed a large waterfall, where 
a friend of mine was very nearly lost. A projecting 
point obliges the traveller to run his canoe rather near 
the bead of the fall, for the purpose of landing, to make 
the portage. From long halnt the guides had been 
accustomed to this, and always effected the doubling of 
the point in safety. Upon this occasion, however, either 
from carelessness or accident, the canoe got into the 
strong current, and almost in an instant was swept 
down towards the fall. To turn the head of the canoe 
up, the stream, and paddle for their lives, was the work 
of a moment ; but before they got it fairly round, they 
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were on the very brink of the cataract, which, had they 
gone OTer it, would have dashed them to a thoastyul 
atoms, Tbey paddled with the strength of desperatioa, 
but so strong was the current, that they remained al- 
moet stationary. At last they began slowly to ascend, 
an inch at a time, and finally reached the hank in safety. 

On Sunday the 19tli of October we commenoed de- 
scending the magnificent river Ottawa, and began to 
feel that we were at last approaching the dvilised 
nations of the earth. During the day we passed several 
small log-hute, or shanties, which are the temporary 
dwelling-places of men who penetrate thus far into the 
forest for the purpose of cutting timber. A canoe full 
of those adventurous pioneers ^so passed us ; aad in 
the evening we reached Fort Mattawan, one of the 
Company's stations. At night we encamped along with 
a party who were taking provisioas to the wood-cutters. 

The scenery on the Ottawa is beautiful, and as we 
descended the stream it was rendered more picturesque 
and interesting by the appearance, occasionally, of that, 
to us tmuBual sight, a farm-house. They were too few 
and &r between, however, to pennit of our taking ad- 
vant^e of the inhabitants' hospitality ; and for the oezt 
four days we continued to make our encampments in 
the woods as heretofore. At one of these frontier 
farms, oor worthy guide discovered, to his nnntto«l^ 
astonishment and delight, an old friend and fellow voy- 
agenr, to greet whom he put ashore. The meeting was 
strange : instead of shaking hands warmly, as I had ox- 
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pected, they stood for a moment gaidng in astonishment, 
and then, with perfect solemnity, kissed each other — ^not 
gently on the cheek, but with a good, hearty smack on 
their smibumt hps. After cDnversing for a little, they 
parted with another kiss. 

On the fourtli day after this event, we came in sight of 
the Tillage of Aylmer, whidi lay cahuly on the sloping 
banks of the river, its church spire glittering in the sun, 
and ita white houses reflected in Uie stream. 

It is difficult to express the feelings of delight with 
which I gazed upon this little village, after my h>ng 
banishment from the dyilised world. It was like r»> 
covering from a trance of four long dreamy years ; and I 
wandered about the streets, gazing in joy and admiration 
upon every thing and every body, but especially upon 
the ladies, who appeared quite a strange race of bongs 
to me, and all of them looked so beautiful in my eyes 
(long accustomed to Indian dames), that I fell in love 
with every one individually that passed me in the village. 
In this happy mood I sauntered about, utterly obhvious 
of the fact that my men had been left in a public-house, 
and would infallibly, if not prevented, get dead drunk. 
I was soon awakened to this startling probability by the 
guide, who walked up the road in a very solemn I'm-oot- 
at-all-drunk sort of a manner, peering about on every 
side, evidently in search of me. Having found me, he 
burst into an expression of mibounded joy, and then, re- 
coUecting that this was inoonfdstent with his assumed 
charact^ of sobriety, became awfully grave, and told me 
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that we most start sooo, as the men were dl getting 
tipsy. 

The following day we arriyed at Bytown. 

This town is picturesqnely fdtaated on the brow of a 
stupendous cliff, which descends predpitonsly into the 
Ottawa. Just above the town a handsome bridge stretches 
across the river, near which the Kettle Fall thund^:« 
over a high cUff. We only st^d a few minutes here, 
and then proceeded on our way. 

During the day we passed the locks of the Bideau 
Canal, which rise, to the number of eight or ten, one 
over another like steps ; and immediately below them 
appeared the Curtun Falls. These Falls are not very 
picturesque, but th^ great height, and curtain-like 
smoothness, render them an interesting object. After 
this, villages and detached houses became numerous 
aJl the way down the river; and late in the evening 
of the 24th, we arrived at a station belon^ng to the 
Hudson's Bay Company, on the Lake of the Two Moun- 
tains, where we passed the remainder of the uight. 

Here, for the first time since leaving home, I was 
ushered into a civilised drawing-room ; and when I 
found myself seated on a cushioned chair, with my 
moccasined feet pressing a soft carpet, and several real, 
bond-fide leidies (the wife and daughters of my enter- 
tainer) sitting before me, and asking hundreds of ques- 
tions about my long voyage, tiie strange speaes at unbe- 
lief in the posmbility of again seeing the civilised world, 
which had beset me for the last three years, began to 
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give way, and at last entirely yaniahed, when my host 
showed me into a handsomely fiimished bed-room, and 
left me for the night. 

The first thing that struck me on entering the bed- 
room, was the appearance of one of our voyageurs, 
dressed in s soiled blue capote, dilapidated corduroy 
trousers, and moccasins ; while his deeply sunbnmt face, 
under a mass of long straggling hair, stared at me in 
astonishment I It will doubtless be supposed that I 
was much horrified at this apparition, I was, indeed, 
much surprised ; but, seeing that it was my own imi^e 
reflected in a fuU-lengtb looking-glass, I cannot say that 
I felt extremely bonified. This was the first time that 
I had seen myself — if I may so speak — since leaving 
Norway House; and, truly, I bad no reason to feel 
proud of my appearance. 

The following morning, at four o'clock, we left the 
Lake of the Two Mount:uns; and in the afternoon of 
the 25th October 1845, arrived at Lachine, where, for 
the time, my travels came to a close — having been jour- 
neying in the wilderness for sixty-six days. 

The nll^e of Lachine is prettily situated on the 
banks of the St Lawrence, about nine miles above Mon- 
treal. The country around it is populous and pretty^ 
and the view across the river beautiful. Just in front 
of the Hudson's Bay House — where I was soon installed 
— is the Lachine Canal, up an^ down which steamers 
and barges are constantiy pas«ng. Beyond this flows 
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the majestic mer St Lawrence, here nearly two miles 
broad; and on the oppo«te shore lies the village of 
Ookanawagan, inhabited by a tribe of Iroquois Indians. 
I^chine itself is very small ; its only street, however, is 
well peopled, and the honses of which it is composed are 
scattered over a large space of groond. The Hndson's 
Bay House is the most imposing building about the 
place, but it does not refiect much credit on its architect. 
There are three churdies in the village: — a Presby- 
terian, Episcopalian, and Roman Catholic church, the 
latter being most generally attended by the inhabitants, 
who are chiefly French Canadians. 

Soon after my arrival, winter set in, and I became 
acqniunted with a few of the inhabitants of Lachine. 
The moment the snow fell, wheeled carriages were 
superseded by carioles and sleighs of all descriptioiu. 
These beautJM vehicles are mounted on runners, or 
large skates, and slide very smoothly and eaaly over 
the snow, except when the road is bad; and then, owing 
to the want of springs, sleighs become very rough car- 
rii^es indeed. They are usaally drawn by one horse, 
the harness and trappings of which are profbsely covered 
with small roond bells. These bells are very neces- 
sary appendages, as little noise is made by the approadi 
of a sleigh over tJie soft snow, ajid they serve to warn 
travellers in the dark. The cheerful tinkling mudo 
thus occasioned oa the Canadian roads, is very pleamg. 
Sl^bs vary a good deal in structure, and costliness oS 
decoration ; uid one often meets a rough, cheerful Caaar- 
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dian habitata Bitting in his smaU box of a sledge (painted 
sometimes red and sometimes green,) lashing away at 
hia shaggy pony, in a fi-uitless attempt to keep up with 
the hirge graceful sleigh of a wealthy inhabitant of 
Montreal, who, wrapped up in ftirs, drives tandem, with 
two strong horses, and loudly tinkling bells. 




Reader, — I had very nearly come to the resolution of 
^ving you a long account of Canada and the Canadians, 
bat I dare not ventore on it. I feel that it would be 
encroaching upon the ground of dvilised authors; and 
as I do not belong to this class, but profess to write of 
sarage life — and nothing but sav^e life — I hope you 
will extend to me your kind forgivenesa, if I conclude 
this chapter rather abruptly. 

It is a true saying, that the cup of happiness is often 
dashed from the lips that are about to taste it. I have 
Bometimefi proved this to be the case. The cup of bap- 
pinesB, on the present occaaon, was the enjoyment of 
civilised and social life ; and the dashing of it away was 
ray being sent, vrith very short warning, to an out-of- 
the-way station, whose name, to me, was strange — di^ 
tance onoertun, but long — appearance unknown, and 
geographical potation a most profound mystery. 
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OHAPTER X. 



It was on a bright wmter's day in the month of January 
1846, that I waa sent for by the GoTemor, and told 
to hold myself m readinees to start early the following 
morning with Mr B for Tadonsac, adding, that pro- 
bably I should spend the approaching summer at Seven 
Islands. 

Tadousac, be it known, is a station ah<mt three hun- 
dred miles below Montreal, on the mouth of the river 
Saguenay, and Seven Islands is two hundred miles 
below Tadousac ; so that the journey is not a short one. 
The greater part of the road runs through an uninha- 
bited country, and the travelling is bad. 

In preparation for this journey, then, I employed my- 
self during the remainder of the day ; and before night 
all was ready. 

Ifext morning I found that our jonmey was postponed 
to the following day, so I went into Montreal to make a 
few purdiases, and passed the rest of the day in a state 
of intense thought, endeavouring to find out if any tlung 
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had been forgotten. Nothing, however, recurred to my 
memory, and going to bed only half undressed, in order 
to be ready at a moment's notice, I soon fell into a short 
disturbed slumber, from which the servant awakened 
me long before dayhght, by announcing that the sleigh 
was at the door. In ten minutes I was down sturs, 

where Mr B shortly afterwards joined me; and 

after seeing our traps safely deposited in the bottom of 
the sleigh, we jumped in, and slid noiselessly over the 
quiet street of Lachine. 

The st^^ shone brightly as we glided over the crunch- 
ing snow, and the sleigh-beUs tinkled merrily as our horse 
sped over the deserted road. Groups of white cottages, 
and soUtary gigantic trees, flew past us, looking, in the 
uncertain light, like large snow-drifts; save where the 
twinkUng of a candle, or the first blue flames of the 
morning fire, indicated that the industrious JuMtant had 
risen to his diuly toil. In silence we glided on our way, 
tilt the distant lights of Montreal awakened us from our 
reveries, and we met at intervals a solitary pede!>trian, or 
a sleigh-load of laughing, &r-encompa6sed faces, return- 
ing from an evening party. 

About seven o'clock we arrived at the hotel from which 
the stage was to start for Quebec, — but when did stage- 
coach, 01* sleigh either, keep to its time f No sign of it 
was to be seen, and it required no small application of 
our knuckles and toes at the door to make the kzy waiter 
turn out to let us in. No misery, save being too late, 
can equal that of being too soon ; at least so I thought. 
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irhile walking np and down the coffee-room td the hotel, 
upon the table of which were scattered the remains of 
last night's supper, amid a coofoaion of newspapers, and 
&g-ends of cigars; while the sleepj vaiter made unarul- 
ing efforts to coax a small spark of fire to contribnto 
some warmth to one or two damp billets of wood. 

About an hour after its appointed time, the eleigh 
drove up to the door, and we hastened to take our places. 
The stage, however, was tiiU, but the driver informed us 
that an " extra " (or Beparate sleigh of smaller dimen- 
sions than the stage) had been provided for us ; so that 
we enjoyed the enviable advantage of having it all to our- 
selves. Crack went the whip, and off went the leader 
with a bound, the wheeler following at a pace between a 
trot and a gallop, and our " extra" keeping close in the 
rear. The lamps were still burning as we left the dty, 
although the first streaks of dawn illnmined the eastern 
skf . In fifteen minutes more we had left Montreal far 
behind. 

There is something very agree^le in the motion d 
a deigh along a good road. The soft muffled sound of 
the runners ghding over the snow, harmonises well with 
the tinkling bells; and the rapid motion through the 
frosty air, together with the occasional jolt of g(ung into 
a hoDow, or over a hillock, is very exhilarating, and we 
enjoyed our drive very much for the first hour or so. 
But, alas I human happiness is seldom of long duration, 
as we soon discovered ; for, just as I was falling into a 
comfortable doze, bang ! went the sleigh into a deep 
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^' cahoe," which most eSectoaU; wakened me. Now 
^eee same " cahoea " are among the lUaadvantages at- 
tendiog aleigh traTelliog in Canada. They are nothing 
more or less tlian deep hollows, or undolatjons, in the 
road, into which the sleighs unexpectedly plunge, thereby 
pitching the traveller roughly forward; and upon the 
horses jerking the rehicles oat of them, throwing him 
backward in a way that is pretty sure to bring his head 
into closer acquaintance with the back of the sleigh than 
is quite agreeable, particularly if he be a novice in 
slfflgh travelling. Those which we now encountered 
were cert^uly die worst I ever travelled over, rising in 
sucoeBsion like the waves of the eea, and making our 
oonveyaoce plunge, sometimes so roughly, that I expect- 
ed it to go to pieces. Indeed, I cannot understand how 
wood and iron could stand the crashes to which we were 
exposed. In this way we jolted along, sometimes over 
good, sometimes over bad roads, till about nine o'clock, 
when we stopped at a neat, comfortable-looking inn, 
where the driver changed lus horses, and the passengers 
«at down to a hurried breakfast. 

The morning turned out beautifully clear and warm, 
at least in comparison with what it bad been ; and upon 
re-entering the sleigh we all looked extremely happy, 
and disposed to be pleased with every thing and every 
body. The country through which we now passed was 
picturesque and varied. Hills and valleys, covered with 
glittering snow and dark pines, followed each other in 
endless succession ; while in every valley, and from every 
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mountain-top, we saw hundreds of hamlets and Canadian 
villages, whose little streets and thoroughfares were 
crowded with busy habitants, engaged in their various 
occupations and winter trafEc, 

The laughing voices of merry little Canadian children, 
romping along the roads, accorded barmonioosl; vrith the 
lively tinkliog of their parents' sleigh bells as they set 
out for the market with the produce of their farms, or, 
dressed io their whitest blanket capote and smartest 
bowrut rouge, accompanied their wives and daughters to a 
marriage or a festival. The scene was rendered still 
more pleasing by the extreme clearness of the frosty 
fur, and the deep blue of the sky ; while the weather 
was just cold enough to make the rapid motion of our 
sleighs ^reeable and necessary. 

In some places the roads were extremely precipitous ; 
and when we arrived at the foot of a large hill, we used 
generally to get out and walk, preferring this, to being 
dragged slowly up by the jaded horses. 

During the day our sleighs were upset several times ; 

but Mr B and I, in the " extra," suffered more in 

this way than those of the regular eta^ge, as it was much 
narrower, and, consequently, more liable to tip over. 
Upon upsetting, it unaccountably happened that poor 

Mr B was always undermost. But he submitted to 

his fate moat stoically ; though from the nature of things 
my elbow invariably thrust him deep into the snow, on 
which, after being extricated, a splendid profile impr€^ 
sioD was left, to serve as a warning to other travellers. 



Dig,: .=^:i by Google 



=^:i by Google 



.iL"nsoN's Bay. 

m; ^io\ Jmndrods of hamlot- and Catiailiiiii 

■ ' i'lc streets and thorous^hfares were 
!->i hxililtants, engugcd iu their various 
; .\iuu-v traffic. 
.: i.M-.-. iif lucrj-y Uttlo CanaJLvn eliildren, 

:i- nmils, iiftortk'd harmoniously with the 

■ I' i!- if parents' sleigh bells as thev set 
tk- !. mill the jiroduce of their farms, or. 

I 'vhiiest blanket capote and smartest 

■ ■ ■■■' i'aiiiod their wives and daughters to a 
r. tiial. The scene was rendered still 
1\ ilir extri^iui' clearness of the frosty 

:■ 1 l.liK! of the sky; while the weather 
' n'.iigli to niiikli the rapid motion of our 

i .- tl'.- r !. ■■ ncrb extremely precipitous : 
II i'Im ■; 4' ■'•'*.< 'it of a large hill, we used 
! .■■n .;■■ 1 u.-!'^, pi-eferring- this, to being 
, uj. I.y ;!,i |..d,'.l hursos. 
il;iy our siiigli" were upset several timt's ; 

■ and I, in lln' ■' eitlra," suffered more in 
tbusi i.r ■' .■ I nular stage, as it was much 
:. <■■■-■ ■■■■}, more lial'lo to tip oTcr. 

.. .uutiihly happened that pour 

^[r B « undermost. But he submitted to 

his fate »■ ■.:■■■■ : though from the nature of tilings 
my c\'-<i'^\ i.M . .' 'y thrust him deep into the snow, on 
whieh, nfter Ix lug e\liii-;itod, a splendid inifile imprCi*- 
•■\nn w:is left, tO serve a--* a wariiii.L' t'^ ■iiit travdlei-s. 



gen em 


liy I., , 


draiTL'e 


Jd... 


Duri 


1„S llK. 


hut Jlr 


■ n — 


tliw «-;, 


,v ll. ,„ 


narre\* 


.-r. Jill 


t>«" 


Upsili 



Dig,: .=^:i by Google 



Dig,: .=^:i by Google 



by Google 



WJDSOM'S BAY. 273 

and to show them that a gentlemau had been cost 
there. 

As very little danger, however, attended these acci- 
dents, they only afforded subject for mirth at the time, 
and conversation at the end of the stage, — except once, 
when the sleigh tamed over so rapidly that I was thrown 
with considerable force against the roof, which, being of 
a kind of slight framework, covered with painted canvass, 
offered but small oppositioa to my flight ; my head, con- 
sequently, went quite through it, and my unfortunate 
nose was divested to rather an alaroung extent of its 
cutaneous covering. With this exception, we proceeded 
safely and merrily along, and about seven o'clock in the 
evening arrived at the small town i^ Three Bivers. 

Early next morning we resumed our journey, and 
about four in the afternoon arrived at the famons city 
of Quebec, without haviog encountered any very inte- 
resting advNitm'es by the way. 

The first ^ght we had of Quebec was certainly any 
thing but prepossessing, A recent fire in the lower town 
had completely destroyed a large portion of it ; and the 
first street I passed through was nothing but a gaunt 
row (^ blackened chimneys and skeleton houses, which 
had a very melancholy ghostlike appearance, when con- 
trasted with lihe wtute snow. As we advanced, however, 
to where the fire had been checked, the streets assumed 
a more agreeable aspect, — shops were open here and 
there, and workmen busily employed in repairing da- 
maged houses, and palling down dangerous ones. Upon 
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arriving at the steep street irhich leads firom the lower 
town to within the walk, the immeuBe strength of the 
ramparts and fortifications struck me fordbly. The road 
up which we passed to the gate, was yerj narrow : on 
one mde a steep hill descended to the lower town ; and 
on the other, towered the city walls, pierced all over with 
loop-holes, and bristling with cannon. At the head of 
the road, in an angle of the wall, two '«lent bat grim- 
looking gnns pointed their mazzlea directly down the 
road, so as to command it from one end to the other. 
All the other parts of the walla that I happened to see, 
were even more strongly fortified than this. 

The streets of Quebec are very steep, much more so 
than those of Edinburgh ; and it is no small exertion to 
mount one or two without stopping to breathe at the 
top. Upon the whole, it is any thing but a pretty town, 
(at least in winter,) — the bouses being lugh, and the 
streets very narrow. The buildings, too, are common- 
place, and the monument to Wolfe and Montcalm is a 
very insignificant aSsii. In fact, Quebec can boast of 
httle else than the magnificent views it commands from 
the ramparts, and the impregnable strength of its for- 
tifications. Some of the suburban villas, however, are 
very beautiful ; and although I saw them in vrinter, yet 
I could form some idea of the enchanting places they 
must be in summer. 

After spending three pleasant days here, we got into 
our sleigh ag^i and resumed our joomey. . 

No stages ran below Quebec, so that we now travelled 
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in the sleigh of a {&rater, who h^pened to be going 
down part of the way. 

Soon after leaving the dtj, we passed quite close to 
the famoos falls of Montmorenci : they are as high, if 
not higher than those of Niagara, hat I thought them 
rather tame, being nothing hut a broad curtain of water 
falling over an even cliff, and quite devoid of picture&qne 
scenery. A curious cone of ice, formed by the spray, 
rose nearly half-way up the falls. 

The scenery below Quebec is much more rugged and 
mountfunons than that above, — and, as we advanced, the 
marks of dvilisation began gradually to disappear ; vil- 
lages became scarcer, and roads worse, till at last we 
came to the shanties of the wood-cutters, with here and 
there a solitary farm-house. Still, hovrever, we occa- 
sionally met a few sleighs, with the conductors of which 
our driver seemed to he intimately acquainted. These 
little interruptions broke, in a great degree, the monotony 
of the journey ; and we always felt happier for an hour 
after having passed and exchanged with a Canadian a 
cheerful ban jour. 

Our driver happened to be a very agreeable man, and 
more inteUigent than most Canadians of his class ; more- 
over, he had a good voice, and when we came to a level 
part of the road, I requested him to sing me a song, 
which he did at once, — singing with a clear, strong, 
manly voice, the most beautiful French air I ever heard; 
both the name and air, however, I have now forgotten. 
He then asked me to sing, which I did without further 
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cerenxmy, treating bim to one of the ancient melodies of 
Scotland ; and thos, with solos and duets, we beguiled 
the t«dium <^ the road, and filled the woods with mdody I 
much to the annoyance of the unmuucal American fea- 
thered tribes, and to the edification of our horse, who 
pridced up his ears, and often glanced backwards, appa* 
rently in extreme surprise. 

Towards evening, the driver told us that we would 
soon arrive at Baie de St Paul, and in half an boor more 
our weary horse dragged us slowly to the top of a hill, 
whence we had a splendid view of the village. In all the 
miles of country I had passed over, I had seen nothing to 
equal the exquiate beanty of the Vale of Bue de St PauL 
From the lull on which we stood, the whole valley, ctf 
many miles in extent, was visible- It was perfectly level, 
and covered from end to end with thousands of littie 
hamlets, and several churches, with here and there a few 
small patches of forest. The conrse of a little rivulet, 
which meanders through it in summer, was apparent, 
even though covered with snow. At the mouth of tbis, 
several schooners and small vessels lay embedded in ice ; 
beyond which, rolled the dark, ice-ladeo waves of the 
Qulf of St Lawrence. The whole valley teemed with 
human Gfe. Hundreds of Camdians, in their graceM 
sleighs and cariolee, fiew over the numerons roads inter- 
secting the country ; and the faint sonod of tinkling )3t\k 
floated gently up the monnttun ude, till it reached the 
elevated position on which we stood. The whole scene 
was exquisitely cabn and peaceful, forming a strange 
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aad striking contrast to tho country round it Like the 
Ba^yj YaHej of Basselas, it was surrounded by tbe nunt 
wild and rugged mouatains, which rose in endless succee- 
don, one behind another, stretching away in the <UstaDce, 
till they resembled a fiunt blue wave on the horizon. In 
this beantifol place we spent the uight, and the following 
at Mai Bale. This village was alao pretty, bnt after Bue 
de St Paul I could but little admire it. 

Next night we slept in a ahanty belonging to the 
tamber-Qutters on the coast of ihe Oulf, which was truly 
the moat wretched abode, except an Indian tent, I ever 
had the chance (or mischance) to sleep in. It was a 
small log'hut, with only one room ; a low door— to 
enter which we had to stoop — and a solitary square 
window, filled with parchment in lien of glass. The 
furniture was of the coarsest description, and certunly 
not too abundant. Every thing was extremely dirty, 
and the dose air was iarther adulterated with thick 
clouds of tobacco smoke, which curled irom the pipes of 
half-ar.dozen wood-choppers. Such was the place in 
which we passed the night, and glad was I when the 
first blush of day summoned ua to resume our travela. 
We now entered our sleigh for the last lime, and after 
a short drive arrived at the termination of the horse 
road. Here we got out, and rested a short time- in a 
shanty, preparatory to taking to our fi&ow-ahoes. 

The road now lay through the primeval forest, and 
fortunately it proved to be pretty well beaten, so we 
walked lightly along, with our snow-aboes under our 
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arms. In the afternoon we arrived at another shantj, 
having walked about eighteen miles. Here we found a 
gentleman who superintended the operations of the 
lumberers, or wood-cutters. He kindly offered to drive 
us to Canard Biver, a place not far distant irom the 
temiinatioa of our journey. I need scarcely say we 
gladly accepted his offer, and in a short tJme arrived at 
the river Sagnenay. 

This river, owing to its immense depth, never freezes 
over at its mouth ; so, we crossed it in a boat, and about 
tea-time, on the evening of the 7th of February, we 
arrived at the post of Tadonsac. 

This establishment belongs to the Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany, and is situated at the bottom of a large and deep 
bay, adjmniug the mouth of the river Sagnenay. Unlike 
the posts of the north, it is merely a group of houses, 
scattered about in a hollow of the mounttuns, without 
any attempt at arrangement, and without a stockade. 
The post, when viewed from one of the hiUs in the 
neighbourhood, is rather picturesque ; it is seen em- 
bedded in the mountains, and its white-topped bouses 
contrast prettily with the few pines around it. [See 
Frontiapiece.] A little to the right, rolls the deep, 
unfathomable Sagnenay, at the base of precipitous rockn 
and abrupt mountains, covered in some phices with 
stunted pines, but for the most part bald-fronted. Up 
the river the view is interrupted by a large rock, nearly 
round, which juts out into the stream, and is named the 
"■ Boll." To the right lies the Bay of St Catherine, 
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with a neir settlement at its head ; and above this, flows 
the majestic St Lawrence ; compared to which, the broad 
Saguenay is but a thread. 

Tadonsac Bay ib one of the finest natural harbours in 
the St Lawrence; being very deep quite close to the 
shore, it is much frequented by Teseels and craft of 
every description and dimension. Ships, schooners, 
barques, brigs, and batteaux, lie calmly at anchor 
within a stone's-throw of the bushes on shore ; others 
are seen beating about at the month of the harbour, 
attempting to enter ; while numerous pilot boats sail up 
and down, almost under the windows of the house ; and 
in the offing are hundreds of vessels, whose white sails 
glimmer on the honzon like the wings of sea-gulls, as 
ihey beat up for anchorage, or proceed on their course 
for England or Quebec. The magnificent panorama is 
closed by the dktant hills of the opposite shore, blending 
with the azure sky. This, however, is the only view, the 
land being a monotonous repetition of bare granite hills 
and stunted pines.* 

Here, then, for a time, my travels came to a dose, 
and I set about making myself as comfortable in my 
new quarters as circumstances would permit. 

Tadousac I found to be similar, in many respects, to 
the forts in the north. The country around was wild, 

* It DUf be well to mention, that the above deaoriptjon applies to the 
cmmtrjr only in the mmmer and aatDnm months of the jear. During 
«teter, the nuTigation of the St Lawrence Is completely stopped by 
ice, and Tadonsac then ^ipeais as itfreaeated in the frontiqaece. 
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moantainouB, and uninhabited sare by a fer Indian 
and wild ajumala. There was do Bodety , exceptrafi; 

that of Mr B 's family ; the only other civiUsed 

being, above the rank of a labourer, being a gentJentaa 
who superintended a timber-cattmg and log-sawii^ 
eatablishment, a quarter of a mile from the Compaoy's 
post. 

My bourgeois Mr B was a very kind man, and 

an entertaining companion. He bad left Scotland, hia 
oa^ve land, when very young ; and had, ever ancOt - 
been travelling about and dwelling in the wild woods of 
America. A deep acar on the bridge of his nose showed 
that he had not passed through these savage countries 
scatheless. The way in which he came by this scar waa 
curious ; so I may relate it here. 

At one of the solitary forts, in the wild regions on the 
west side of the Rocky Mountiuns, where my friend Mr 

B dwelt, the Indians were in the habit of selling 

horses — of which they had a great many — ^to the ser- 
vants of the Hudson's Bay Company. They had, how- 
ever, an uncommonly disagreeable propensity to steal 
Aiese horses f^ain, the moment a convenient opportunity 
presented itself; and to guard agunst the gratification 
of this propenuty was one of the many difficulties that 
thfi fur-traders had to encounter. Upon one occamon, a> 

fine horse was sold by an Indian to Mr B ; ibe 

pric« (probably sereral yards of cloth and a few poonda 
of tobacco) p(ud, and the Indian went away. Kot lo^ 
after, Uie horse was stolm ; but as this was an event 
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Hut often happened, it irae booq forgotten. Winter 
pasaad awav ; epiing thawed the lakes and rivers ; and 
aooQ a party of lacUana arriTed, with furs and horses to 
tekde. They were of the Blackfoot tribe, and a wilder 
set of fellows one wonld hardly wi^ to see. Being 
much in the habit of fighting with the neighbonring 
tribes, they were quite prepared for battle, and deco- 
rated with many of the tropbiea of war. Scalp-locks 
hmng from the skirts of their leather ahirta and leg^ns. 
Eagles' feathers and beads ornamented their heads ; and 
iheir faces were ptunted with stripes of black and red 

. After conversing with them a short time, they were 
admitted through the wicket one by one, and their arms 
taken from them, and lodged up. This precaution was 
rendered necessary at these posts, as the Indians used 
to boy spirits, and often quarrelled with each other ; but, 
having no arms, of course they could do themselves little 
dama^. When about a dozen of them had entered, tiie 

gate was shut, and Mr B proceeded to trade thedr 

furs, and examine th^ horses, when fae beheld, te his 
sorprise, the hotse that had been stolen from him th« 
sommer before ; and upon asking to whom it belonged, 
tJui same Indian who had formerly sold it to him, stood 
forward and said it was his, Mr B- — (an exceedingly 
ipnet, good-natured man, but, like many men of this 
stamp, very paaaonate when roused) no sooner witoessed 
tisio fellow's audacity, than he B^zed a gun from one of 
his men, and shot the horse. The Indian instantly 
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sprang npoo him ; but, bong a less powerful man than' 

Mr B , and withal nnaccnstmned to use his fists, he 

was soon overcome, and pommeUed out of the fort Ifot 

content wiUi this, Mr B followed him down to the 

TnHiftn camp, pn imn a lling Tiim all the waT. The instant, 
however, that the Indian found himself surrounded by 
his own friends, he faced about, and with a doz^i war- 
riors attacked Mr B , and threw Mm on the ^nnd, 

where they kicked and bruised faim sererely ; whilst 
several boys of the tribe hovered around him with bows 
and arrows, waiting a fovourable opportunity to shoot 
him. Suddenly a savage came forward with a large 
stone in his hand, and, standing ovor his fallen enemy, 
raised it high in the air, and dashed it down upon his 

face. Mr B , when telling me the story, aaid that 

he had just time, upon seeing the stone in the act of 
falling, to commend his spirit to God, ere he was ren- 
dered insenuble. The merciful Ciod to whom he thus 
looked for help at the eleventh hour, did not desert him. 
Several men belon^g to the fort, seeing the turn 
things took, hastily armed themselves, and, hurrying out 
to the rescue, arrived just at the critical moment when 
the stone was dashed in his face. Though too late to 
prevent this, they were in time to prevent a repetition of 
die blow; and, after a short scufile with the Indians, 
witiiout any bloodshed, they succeeded in carrying thdr 
master up to the fort, where he soon recovered. The 
deep cnt made by the stone on the bridge of his nose, 
le^ an inddible scar. 
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Besides Mr B , I had another companion, namely, 

Mr J , a clerk, vho inhabited Uie same office with 

me, and slept in the same bedroom, dnring the whole 
winter. He was a fine-looking athletic lialf-breed, who 
had been partially educated, but had spent much more of 
his life among Indians than among civilised men. He 
used to be sent about the country to trade with the 
natives, and, consequently, led a much more active life 
than I did. One part of his business, during the ocu'ly 
months of spring, was hunting seals. This was an amusing, 
though, withal, rather a murderous kind of sport. The 
manner of it was this. 

My irieod J chose a fine day for his excurEuon ; 

and, embarking in a boat with raz or seven men, siuled a 
few miles down the St Lawrence, till he came to a low 
flat point. In a small bay near this, he drew up the boat, 
and then went into the woods with his party, where each 
man cut a large pole or club. Arming themselves with 
thrae, they w^ted until the tide receded and left the 
point dry. In a short time one or two seals crawled 
out of the sea to bask upon the shore ; soon several more 
appeared ; and, ere long, a band of more than a hundred 
lay sunning themselves upon the beaoh. The ambuscade 
now prepared to attack the enemy. Creeping stealthily 
down as near as was possible without being discovered, 
tbey simultaneously rushed upon the astonished a.nimn.l« ; 
and the tr^c scene of slaughter, mingled with melo- 
dramatic and comic incidents that ensued, baffles all 
description. In one place might be seen my friend 
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J Bwin^g a huge dab roand with his powerful 

amiB, and dealing death and deatniclaon at ever; Uow ; 
while, in another place, a poor weazeaed-4ooking Seotdi- 
maa (who bad forraeti; been a iaHor I and to whom the 
work waB new) advanced, with cmtiona trepidation, to- 
wards a huge seal, which splattered and splashed fearfully 
in its endeavoan to reach the sea, and dealt it a Uow on 
the back. He might as well have hit a rock. The ^ght 
rap had only the effect o! nwkjng the animal show ils 
te^, at which Bight the twlor retreated precipitateiy, 
and, striking hia heel against a rock, fell backwards into 
a pool of water, where he rolled over and over, impressed, 
aj^tarently, with the idea that he was attacked by all the 
seals in the sea. His next essay, however, was more 
snocessfiil, and in a few minutes he killed several, having 
learned to hit on the head instead of on the back. In 
less than a quarter of an hour they killed between 
twenty and thirty seals, which were stowed in the boat 
and conveyed to the post 

Nothing worth mentioning took place at Tadousac dar- 
ing my residence there. The winter became severe uul 
stormy ; confining us much to the house, and obh^ng as 
to lead very humdrum sort of lives. Indeed, the only 
thing that I can recollect as b^g at all intereetJng or 
amusing, was my becoming, on one occasion, a disciple of 
.£sculapiuB. The Indians who were hving near the post 
at the time had been very imhealthy ; and, one after- 
noon, an old sickly-looking fellow came to me and eaid 
that he was not at all well, and wanted medicine. Upon 
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hearing this, I questioned him very closely regarding 
the nature of his complaint ; and, after much con^dera- 
tion, came to the conclusion that he had consmnplion, or 
something of that sort Being ignorant of the predse 
treatment necessary for this disease, I atruck out a new 
line of treatment of my own ; so, going to the medicine 
chest, I took out a strengthening plaster and cUpped it 
on his back; and then, by way of counteracting its 
effects, placed a blister on his chest, and thns doctored, 
sent him away, with a recommendalion not to go about 
roach for a few days I In a short time he became mnch 
better ; but whether from the effects of my treatment, or 
other causes, I will not take upon myself to say. 

This last essay of mine must have frightened the good 
people with whom I lived, and induced them to petition 
for my being sent away : — or, perh^a. Dame Fortune 
took a special pleasure in knocking me about the world ; 
but, certam it is, that very shortly after the medical 
traDsaction mentioned in the foregoing paragraph, I 
reoHTed orders t^ain to prepare for a journey ; and, as 
on many a former occasicHi, the time given me for pre* 
parotion was not Itmg. 
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CHAPTER XL 



It was oa a cold bleak morning, about the beginniDg of 
March 1846, that I awoke from a comfortable snooze in 
my bedroom at Tadooaac, and recollected that in a few 
hours I must take leave of my present quarters, and 
travel, on snow-shora, sixty miles down the Gulf of St 
Lawrence to the post of Isle Jeremie. 

The wind bowled mournfully through tlte leafless trees 
and a few flakes of snow fell upon the window, as I 
looked out upon tbe cheerless prospect. Winter — cold, 
biting, frosty winter — still reigned around. The shores 
of Tadousac Bay were still covered mtb the same coat of 
ice that had bound tbem up four months before, — and 
tbe broad St Lawrence still flowed on, black as ink, and 
laden with immense fields and hummocks of dirty ice, 
brought down from the banks of the river above. The 
land presented one uniform chilling prospect of bare 
trees and deep snow, over which I was soon to traverse 
many a weary mile. 

There is nothing, however, like taking things philo' 
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sophically ; so, after Tenting mj spite at the weather in 
one or tvo short gmmblea, I aat down, in a passable 
state of equanimitj, to breakfEiBt. During the meal I 

disGUBBed with Mr B the prospects of the impending 

journey, and indulged in a few excurdve remarks upon 
snow-shoe travelling ; whilst he related a few incidents of 
his own eventful career in the country. On one occasion 
he was sent off upon a long journey over the snow, where 
the country was so mountiuuous that snow-shoe walking 
was rendered exceedingly piunful by the feet shpping 
forward ag^nst the front bar of the shoe when descending 
the hills. After he had accomplished a good part of his 
journey, two large bhsters rose under the nuls of his 
great toes ; and soon the nails themselves came off. Still 
he must go on, or die in the woods ; so he was obliged to 
tie the nails on his toes each morning before starting, for 
the purpose of protecting the tender pads beneath ; and 
every evening he wrapped them up carefully in a piece 
of rag, and put them into bia w^tcoat pocket, — beiriff 
afraid of Losing tliem if he kept them on all night. 

After break&st 1 took leave of my friends at Tadousac ; 
and, with a pcur of snow-shoes under my arm, followed 

my companion J to the boat which was to convey 

me the first twenty miles of the journey, and then land 
me, with- one man, who was to be my only companion. 
In the boat was seated a Boman Catholic priest, on his 
way to vidt a party of Indians a short distance down the 
Gulf. The shivering men shipped their oars in silence ; 
and we glided through the black water, while the ice 
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grated harshly agtuncit the boat's sides, as we nmnded 
Point Rouge : — another pull, and Tadousac was hidden 
from OOP Tiew. ■ 

Few things can be more comfortleas or dflpresring 
than a sail down the Gulf of St Lawrence on a gloomy 
winter's day, irith the thermometer at zero I The water 
looks so black and cold, and the sky bo gray, that it 
makn one shudder, and tnm to look upon the land. But 
there no cheering prospect meets the view. Bocks — 
cold, hard, misanthrope rocks, grin from beneath vohmies 
of snow; uid the few stunted black-looking pines that dot 
the banks here and there, only tend to render the scent 
more desolate. No birds fly about to enhven the tra- 
Toller ; and ihe only sound that meets ihe ear, besideB 
the low ^ghbg of the cold, cold wmd, is the crashing of 
immense fields of ice, as they meet and war in the eddies 
of opposing currents. Fortunately, however, there was 
no ice new the shore, and we met with little interruption 
on the way. The priest bore the cold like a stoic ; and 

my friraid J , being made, metaphoric^j speahing, 

of iron, treated it with the contemptuous indifference 
that might be expected frtnu such metal. 

In the erening we arrived at Esquimain river, where 
we took up our qmuiierB in a small log-hut belon^g to 
a poor seal-fish^, whose family, and a few men who 
attended a saw-miU, a short disbuice off, were the only 
inhabitants of this little hamlet. Here we rem»ned aM 
night, and preptwed our snow-shoes for the morrow, its 
the boat was there to leave us and return to Tadousac. 
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The night ma calm and froety, and every tlung gave 
promise of fine weather for our journey. But who can 
tell what an hour will bring forth? Before morning, 
the wealfaer became milder, and soon it began to thaw. 
A fine warm day, with a bright sun, be it known, ip one 
of die most dreadful calamitiea that can befall a snow- 
Bhoe traveller, aa the snow tiieu becomes soft and sticky, 
tiiereby drenching the feet and soow-Bhoee, which bectane 
piunfally heavy from the quantity of siiow which sticks 
to aod &lls upon them. In cold frosty weather, the 
enow U dry, crisp, and fine, so that it falls through the 
network of the anow-shoe without leaving a feather's 
weight behind, while the feet are dry and warm ; but a 
tiiaw I — Oh 1 it is useless attempting to recapitnlate the 
miseries attending a thaw ; my next day's experience will 
diow what it is. 

Early on the following morning, I jumped from my 
bed on the floor of the hut, and proceeded to equip 
myself for the march. The apartment in which I had 
passed the night presented a curious appearance. It 
measured about niteen feet by twelve, and the greater 
part of this space was occupied by two beds, on which 
lay, in every imag^naUe portion, the different members 
of the half-breed family to whom the mansion belonged. 
In the centre of the room stood a coarsely constructed 
deal table, on which lay in confufflon the remune of the 
preceding night's supper. On the right of this, a large 
gaudily painted Yankee clock graced the wall, and stared 
down upon the sleeping figures of the men. This, with 
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a few rough wooden chairs, and a small ciphoa]<d, c«a- 
prieed all the furniture of the honse. 

I Boon singled out my man from among tiie deepdng 
flgores on the floor, and bade him eqsip hims^ for the 
ifoad, or rather for the march, for read we had none. In 
half an hour we were ready ; and having fortified oiuw 
selTes with a enp of weak tea, and a slice of bread, leti 
the house and cmnmeuoed our journey. As oof coatnmM 
were rather odd, I may aa well describe them. 

My man Besean (a Freneh Canadian) was dressed a 
a blue striped cotton shirt, of very coBTse quality, and A 
pair of corduroys, stripped ronnd his waist with a jMikrlet 
belt. Over these he wore a pair of blue cloth leg^n^ 
neatly bound with orange-coloured nbbon. A Glengarry 
bonnet covered his head, and two p^rs of flannd sodcs, 
under a paor of raw seal-skin shoes, protected Iub feet 
frwn the cold. His burden consisted of mj carpet-hag, 
two days' provisions, and a blue cloth capote, which 
latter he carried over his shoulder, the weather being 
warm. My dress oonmsted of a scarlet flannel shirt, and 
a pair of eto^ du pays trousers, which were &Btened 
round my w^t by a leathern belt, &om whioh depended 
a small hunting-knife ; a foraging cap, and dew-akin 
moocasinB, completed my costume. My burden was a 
large green blanket, a great-coat, and a tan tear-ketUa. 
Our only arms of offence or defence were the litUa 
hunting-knife, before motioned, and a small aze for 
felling trees, should we wish to make a fire. We broogltt 
no guns, as there was Uttle prospect of meeting any 
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gww on the road ; and it behores one, when traTelling 
on foot, to carry as little as possible, 

Thufl we started from Esquimain Riyer. The best 
joke, however, of all was, that neither I nor my man had 
erer travelled that way before I All we knew was, that 
we had to walk fifty miles through an uninhabited conn- 
try ; and that then we should, or at leoet ought to, reach 
Me Jeremie. There were two solitary houBes, however, 
ibst we bsA to pass on the way ; the one an oa4|)08t of 
the Hudson's Bay Company, the other a saw-mill be- 
lon^g to one of &e Inmber companies (or timber traders) 
in Quebec In &ct, the best idea of our sitaation may 
be had frmn the following lines, which may be sapposed 
to have been uttered by die establishment to which we 
wore bound ; — 

" Throi^h the wooda, Ihrough the woods, follow and find me. 
Search nveFj hoUow and dingle and dell ; " 
To the right, left, or front, you may pass, or behind me. 
Unless jou are careM and look for me weU. 

The first part of oar road lay along the shores of the 
St Lawrence. 

The Bun shone brightly, and the drifting Ice in the 
Oulf glittered in its rays as it flowed slowly out to sea ; 
but ere long the warm rajrs acted upon the snow, and 
roadered walking toilsome and iatigmng. After about an 
htrar's walk along the shore, we arrived at the last hut 
we were likely to see that day. It was inhabited by an 
Indian and bis family. Here we rested a few minutes, 
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and I renewed my finow-sboe lihea, tli6 old ones haTiog- 
broken by the way. 

Shortly after this -we passed the wreck of what had 
once been a fine ship. She lay crushed and dismasted ' 
among the rocks and lumps of ice vUcb lined the deso- 
late shore ; her decks and the stnmps of her masts drif- 
ted over vith snow. Six short months before, she had 
bonnded over the Atlantic wave in all the puioply of sful 
and rigging pertaining to a large three-master, inclosmg 
in her sturdy hull full many a daring heart beating high 
with sanguine hopes, and dreaming of fame and glory, 
or perchance of home. But now, how great the change I 
her sails and masts uprooted, and her helm — the sea^ 
man's confidence and safeguard — gone ; her bed upon 
the rocks and pebbles of a dreary shore ; and her shat- 
tered huU hung round with icicles, and wrapped in the 
cold embraces of the wintry ocean. Few things, ,1 
think, can have a more inexpressibly melancholy appear- 
ance than a wreck upon a rocky and deserted shore in 
winter, 

The road now began to get extremely bad. The ice, 
over which we had to walk for miles, had been covered 
with about «z inches of water and snow. A sharp frost 
during the night had covered this with a cake of ice 
sufficiently strong to bear us up until we got fairly upon 
it, and were preparing to take another step, when down 
it went ; bo that we had a sort of natural treadmill to 
exercise ourselves upon all d&y, while every time we 
sank, as a matter of course, our snow-shoes were covered 
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with a mixture of water, sdow, and broken ice ; to extri- 
cate our feet from which, almost pulled our legs out of 
the sockets. 

In this way we plodded slowly and painfully along, 
till we came to a part of the shore where the ice had 
been entirely carried off, leaving the sandy beach un- 
covered for about two miles. We gladly took advantage 
of this, and pulling off our snow-shoes, walked along 
among the shells and tangle of the sear^hore. At this 
agreeable part of our journey, while we walked lightly 
iUong, with our Bnow-shoes imder onr arms, I fell into a 
reverie upon the superior advantages of trareUing in 
cold weather, and the deUghts of walking on sandy 
beaches in contra^it with wet snow. These cogitatjons, 
however, were suddenly interrupted by our arrival at 
the place where the ice had parted from the general 
mass ; so, with a deep sigh, we resumed our snow-shoes. 
My feet, &om the Action of the lines, now began to feel 
very pmnful ; so, having walked about ten miles, I pro- 
posed taking a rest. To this my man, who seemed 
rather tired, gladly acceded, and we proceeded to light 
a fire under the stem of a fallen tree which opportunely 
presented itself. 

Here we sat down comfortably together ; uid while 
our wet shoes and socks dried before the blazing fire, 
and our chafed toes wriggled joyously at being relieved 
from the painful harness of the snow-shoes, we swal- 
lowed a cup of congou with a degree of luzurious 
enjoyment, appreciable only by those who have walked 
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themselves into a state of great exliaustion after a har- 
ried breakfast. 

Greatly refreshed by the tea, we resnmed our journey 
in better spirits, and even affected to belieTe we were 
taking an agreeable afternoon walk for the first mile or 
so. We soon, however, fell to zero agmn, as we gased 
wistfully upon the long line of coast, stretching away to 
the horizon. Bnt there was no help for it; so, on we 
splashed, sometimes through ice, water, and snow, and 
somedmea across the Singly beach, till the day was far 
spent, when I became so ezhaasted, that I could ecareelj 
drag one foot after the other, and moved along almost 
mechanically. My man, too, strong as he was, exhibited 
symptoms of fatigue ; though, to do him justice, he was 
at least seven tjmes more heavily laden than I. 

While we jogged slowly along in this enviable condi- 
tion, a Itimp of ice offered so tempting a seat^ that we 
simultaneously proposed to sit down. This was very 
fooHsh. Besting witliout a fire is bad at all times ; and 
the exhausted condition we were then in, made it &r 
worse, as I soon found to my cost. Tired as 1 was 
before, I could have walked a good deal further, bnt no 
sooner did I rise again to my feet, than an inexpreeuble 
weakness overcame me, and I felt that I could go bo 
farther. This my man soon perceived, and proposed 
making a fire and having a cup of tea, and then, if I felt 
better, we might proceed. This I ^;reed to ; so, enter- 
ing tlie woods, we dug a hole in the snow, and in half as 
hour had a fire Uanng in it, that would have roasted an 
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ox I In a short time a panful of snow vaa conTerted 
into hot tea ; and as I sat sipping tliis, and watching 
the white emoke as it wreathed upwards from the pipe 
tii my good-natured guide, I nerer felt rest ntore 
delightful. 

The tea re&eshed us so much, that we resumed our 
journey, intending, if possible, to reach Fort Neof during 
tiie night ; and as we oalculated that we had walked 
between fifteen and eighteen miles, we hoped to reach 
it in a few honrs. 

Away, then, we went, and plodded on till dark with- 
out reaching the poet; nevertheless, being determined 
to travel as long as we could, we pushed on tiU near 
midnighti when, being quite done up, and seeing no ngn 
of the establishment, we called a council of war, and sat 
down on a lump of ice to discuss our difficulties. I 
suf^^ested, that if we had not already passed the post, 
in aU probability we should do so, if we continued to 
travel any further in the dark. My companion admitted 
that he entertuned precisely the same views on the sub- 
j«ct; and, furthermore, that as we both seemed protty 
tired, and there happened to be a nice little clump of 
willows, intermixed with pine trees, close at hand, hu 
opinion was, that nothing better could be done than 
ouciunping for the night. I agreed to this — and the 
reaoiotioa being carried unanimously, the council ad- 
joamed, and we prooeeded to make our encampment. 

E^rat of all, the snow was dug away &om the foot 
-of a. large pine with our snow-^oes, which we used as 
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Bp&des ; and when a spaee of about ten feet loog, hj nx 
broad, was cleared, we covered it with pine branches aX 
one end, and made a roanng fire agfunat the tree at the 
otiier. The snow rose all around to the height of about 
four feet, so that when our fire blazed cheerily, and our 
supper was spread out before it upon my green blanket^ 
we looked very comfortable indeed, and what was oC 
much more GoaBequeDce,^^^ so. Supper consisted <^ a 
cup of tea, a loaf of bread, and a lump of sail biUter. 
Afber having partaken largely of these delicadea, w« 
threw a fresh log upon the fire, and rolling ourselves in 
our blankets, were soon buried in repose. 

Next morning, on awaking, the first thing I beeanM 
aware of was the fact, that it was rfdning, and heavily 
too, in the shape of a Scotch mist. I could scarcely 
believe it, and rubbed my eyes to make sure, but there 
was no mistake about it at all. The sky was gray, 
cold, and dismal, and the blanket quite wet ! " Well," 
thought T, as I fell back in a sort of mute despair, " Ha* 
is certainly precious weather for snow-shoe travellii^ I". 
I nudged my sleeping companion, and the look of 
melancholy re^gnation which he put on, as he became 
gradually aware of the state of matters, convinced me, 
that bad as yesterday had been, to-day would be fw 
worse. 

When I got upon my legs, I found that every joint in 
my body was stifier than the rustiest hinge ever heard 
of in the annals of doors I imd my feet as tender aa ft 
«hicken'B, with huge blisters all over them. Beaetm,. 
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lioweTer» though a Uttle stiff, was otherwise quite veil, 
bfring well inured to hardships of every^ description. 

It is needless to recount the miseries of the five miles' 
walk that we had to make before arriving at Fort Neuf, 
o?er ground that was literally next to impassable. About 
mne o'clock we reached the house, quite exhausted, and 
rsmtuned there for the rest of the day. Here, for three 
4ays, we were hospitably entertained by the Canadian 
bmily inhabiting the place ; during this time it rained 
and diawed so heavily, that we could not venture to 
resume onr journey. 

On the 16th, the weather became colder, and Bezeau 
announced his opinion that we might venture to proceed. 
Glad to be once more on the move — for fears of being 
atrested altogether, by the setting in of spring, had 
begun to beset me — I once more put on my snow-shoes ; 
and, bidding adieu to the hospitable inmates of Port 
Nenf, we again wended our weaxy way along the coast. 
Alas I our misfortunes had not yet ceased. The ssow 
was much softer than we anticipated, and the blistens on 
my feet, which had nearly healed during the time we 
staid at Port Neuf, were now torn open afresh. After a 
punful and laborious walk of eight or nine miles, we 
arrived at a small house, where a few enterpri^ng men 
lived, who had penetrated thus far down the Gulf to erect 
a saw-mill. 

Here we found, to our infinite joy, a small, flat-bottom- 
ed boat, capable of carrying two or three men ; so, with- 
out de^y, we launched it, and putting our Boow-shoes 
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and proTisioDB into it, my nun and I jumped in, and 
pnlled away down the Gulf, intending to finish the twenty 
miles that still remained of oar journey by water. We 
were obliged to pull a long way out to etea, to avoid the 
ioe which lined the shores, and our course lay a good 
deal wnong drif^g massra. 

HaJf-an-hour after we embarked, a mow-storm came 
on, but still we pulled along, preferring any tiang to 
resuming the snow-shoes. 

Afber a few hours' rowing, we rested on our oars, and 
refreshed ourselves with a slice of bread and a glass of 
ram, which latter, having forgotten to bring water with 
us, we were obliged to drink pure. We cerbunly cut a 
strange figure, while thna hmching in onr little boat, — 



surrounded by ice, and looking haay throngh tiie tliiddy 
falling snow, which prevented us from leemg rerj tar 
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ahead, and made the monntains on shore look quite 
spectral. 

For about five miles we pulled along in a straight 
line, after which the ice trended outwards, and finally 
brought us to a stand-still, by running stnught oat t» 
sea. This was an interruption we were not at aii pre- 
pared for, and we felt rather undecided how to proceed. 
After a little confabulation, we determioed to pull out, 
and see if the ice did not again turn in the proper direc- 
tion ; but after puUing straight out for a c[uarter of a 
mile, we perceived, or imagiaed we perceived, to our 
horror, that the ice, instead of being stationary, as wo 
supposed it to be, was floating slowly out to sea with the 
wind, and carrying us along with it. No time was to be 
lost ; so, wheeling about, we rowed with all our strength 
for the shore ; and after a pretty stifif pull guned the 
solid ice. Here we hauled the flat up out of the water 
with great difficulty, and once more put on our snow- 
shoes. 

Our road still lay along shore, and, as the weather 
was getting colder, we proceeded along much more 
easily than heretofore. In an hour or two the snow 
ceased to fall, and showed us that the ice was not drift- 
ing, hut that it ran so far out to sea, that it would 
have proved a bar to our further progress by water at 
any rate. 

The last ten miles of our journey now lay before us ; 
and we sat down, before starting, to have another bite of 
Wead and a pull at the rum bottie; after which, we 



Dig,: .=^:i by Google 



300 hodsoh's bat. 

tradged along in silence. The peculiar compression of 
my guide's lips, and the length of Btep that he now 
adopted, showed me that he had made up his mind to 
get through the last part of the journey without stop- 
ping ; so, tightening my belt, and bending my head 
forward, I plodded on, solacing myself as we advanced, 
by bumming " Follow, follow, over mountain — follow, 
follow, oyer seal" &c. 

About four or five o'clock in the afternoon, upon 
rounding a point, we were a little excited by perceivbg 
evident dgns , of the axe having been at work in the 
forest, — and a little further on discovered, to our inex- 
pressible joy, a small piece of ground inclosed as a gar- 
den. This led us to suppose that the post could not he 
far off, so we pushed forward rapidly; and upon gaining 
the summit of a small eminence, beheld, with delight, 
the post of Isle Jeremie. 

This establishment, like most of the others on the St 
Lawrence, is merely a collection of scattered buildings, 
most of which are storehouses and stables. It stands 
in a hollow of the mountains, and close to a large bay, 
where sundry small boats and a sloop lay quietly at 
anchor. Upon a little hillock close to the principal 
bouse, is a Roman Catholic chapel; and behind it, 
stretches away the broad St Lawrence, the south shore of 
which is indistinctly seen on the horizon. We bad not 
much inclination, however, to admire the scenery just 
then ; so, hastening down the hill, my man rushed into 
the men's house, where in five minutes he was busily 
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engaged eating bread and pork, and recomtting "im 
adTentores to a orcle of admiring friendB; while I 
vanned myself l>edde a comfortable fire in the hall, 
and chatted with the gentleman in charge of the esta- 
blishment. 

At Isle Jeremie I renamed about ax weeks; or 
rather, I should say, belonged to the establishment for 
that time ; as, dnring a great part of it, I was absent 

from the post, Mr C , soon after my arrival, went 

to Tifflt the Company's posts lower down the St Law- 
rence, leaving me in charge of Isle Jeremie ; and as I 
had little or nothing to do in the way of business (our 
Indians not having arrived from the interior], most of 
my time was spent in reading and shooting. 

It was here I took my first lessons in oavigatioD — I 
mean in a practical way ; as for the scientific part of the 
business, that was deferred to a more favourable oppor- 
tunity, — and, truly, the lessons were rather rough. The 
way of it was this : — Our flour at Isle Jeremie had run 
out Indians were arriving every day calling loudly for 

flour, and more were expected ; so Mr C told me, 

one fine morning, to get ready to go to Tadousac in the 
boat, for a load of flour. This I prepared to do at once, 
and started after breakfast in a large boat, manned by 
two men. The wind was fair, and I fired a couple of 
shots with my fowling-piece, as we cleared the harbour, 
in answer to an equal number of salutes from two iron 
cannons that stood in front of the house, By-the-by, 
one of these guns had a melancholy interest attached 
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to it a few montJis after this. While firing s Eulnte of 
fbnrteen roands, in hoDoor of the striral of a Bomu 
Catholic biBhop, one of tliein exploded ffhile the man 
who acted as gunner wa> employed io ramming homt 
the cartridge, and blew him about twenty yards dawn 
the bank. The nnfortuuate man expired in a few hotore. 
Poor fellow 1 — he was a fine little Canadian, and had 
sailed with me, not many weeks before, in a voyage up 
the St Lawrence. But to return. Our voyage, dmiiig 
the first few days, was prosperous enough, and I amraed 
myself in shooting the gulls which were foolish enough 
to come within range of my gun, and in recogoisiog the 
various places along shore where I had rested and alept, 
on the memorable occamon of my snow-shoe trip. 

But when did the St Lawrence prove iriendly for an 
entire voyage ? Certunly not when I had the pleaaure 
of ploughing its rascally waAers I The remmnd<»> <tf oar 
voyage was a succes^on of squalls, calms, contrary winds, 
ati(Mng on sho^ for horns, and being detained on shore, 
with an accompaniment of pitching, totumg, osrallatioD 
and botheration, that baffles all desoiption. However, 
time brings the greatest miseries to an end ; and, ia the 
process of time, we arrived at TadonsaG, — ^loaded oar 
boat deeply with flour, — shook hands with our fiieods,''-- 
related our adventures, — ^bade tham adieu,— and agvn 
found oorselves scudding down the St Lawrence, with a 
snoring breeze on our qnsrter. 

Nov this was truly a most delectable state of things, 
when oontxasted with our wretched trip up ; so we 
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wrappad our bbutketB round qb, (for it wto jwy cold,) 
and felicit&ted ouraaJvea considerablj on sach good tm- 
tone. It iras rather premature, however ; as, not long 
after, we bad a yery oftrrow escape &om being swamped. 
The wind, as I said before, waa prettj strong, and it 
coiriinued so the whole wa; ; bo that on the evening of 
the second day we came within ^gbt of lele Jeremie, 
while ninning before a stiff breeze, through the green 
wavee, whidi were covered with foam. Our boat had a 
drooping nose, and was extremely partial to what ibe 
men termed " drinking ; " in other words, it shipped a 
good deal of water over the botre. Now it happened, 
that while we were stnuning our eyes ahead, to catch a 
sight of our haven, an insidious squall waa creeping fast 
down behind ub. The first intimation we had of its pre- 
sence was a loud and ominous hiss, which made us turn 
our heads round rather smartly ; but it was too late, 
— for with a howl, that appeared to be quite vicious, 
the wind burst upon our sails, and buried the boat in the 
water, which rushed in a cataract over the bovrs, and 
nearly filled ua in a moment, although the steersman 
threw her into the wind immecUately. The sheets wwe 
instaatly let go, and one of the men who happened to ba 
a sailor jumped up, and, seizing an axe, began to cnt 
down the nuun-mast, at the same time exclaiming to the 
steersmaa, " You've done for us now, Cooper 1 " He vras 
mistaken, however, for the siuls were taken in just in 
time to save us ; and, wMe the boat lay tumbling in the 
sea, we all began to bale, with any thing ve could lay 
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huids on, BB &8t as we could. Inaf«irmmateBflieboat- 
«aa lightened enough to allow of oar hoisting the fwe-. 
sail ; and about hidf-an-hoar afterwardB we vi&re 84£^y 
anchored in the harbour. . . 

This ha^ipened within about three or four hundred 
yards of the shore ; jet the best swimmer in the world' 
would have been drowned ere he reaohed it, as the water 
was so bitterly cold, that when I was baling for my life, 
and, consegnentljr, in pretty violent exercise, my Jiaoda 
became quite benumbed and almost powerless. 

Shortly after this, I was again sent up to Tadousac, in 
charge of a small batteau, of about ten or fifteen tons, 
with a number of shipwrecked seamen on board. These 
unfortunate men bad been ca^t on shore about the com- 
mencement of winter, on an uninhabited part of the coast, 
wid had remained without provisions or fire for a long 
time, tiU they were discovered by a gentleman of tlie 
Hudson's Bay Company, and conveyed over the snow in 
sleighs, to the nearest establishment, whidi happened to 
be Isle Jeremie. Here they remidned ail winter, in a 
most dreadfully mutilated condition, some of them having 
been desperately frozen. One of the poor fellows, a 
negro, had one of his feet frozen off at the ankle, and 
had lost all the toes and the heel of the other, where 
the bone was laid bare for about an inch and a hal£ Mr 
C — ^, the gentleman who had saved them, did i^ in his 
power to relieve their distress ; amputating their frozen 
limbs, and dressiiig th^ wounds, while they were pro- 
vided witJi food and warm clothing. I am sorry to wy, 
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hairevtir, tiint tiiese men, who wottld bare periled Itad 

it not been for Mr G 'a care ol them, were tihe first, 

upon arriving at Quebec the following spring, to open 
their months in riolent reproach and bitter invectiTe 
againHt him ; forgiettisg that, while their onl; dtty^ 
i^ainet him was a Bttle sererity in reftisiog them a few 
iriSsag and mmeeeasar^ laxoriefi, be had saved tJiem front 
a painful and Ungering death. 

In a cotifde of days we arriTed at Tadonaac, the second 
time, to the no small astonishment of my brother scribUer 
reeidi^ there ; and after reloading onr craft, we directed 
Qor conrse once more down the Qnlf. 

lluB time the wind was aJso faronrable, bnt, imfortn- 
natdj, a little too strong ; so we wots obUged, in the 
ermuDg, to come to an anchor in Esquinuun Uiver. ^Hus 
river has good anchorage close to the bank, but is rery 
deep in the lead, ch: cmrent ; this, however, we did not 
know at the tjme ; and seeing a smidl schooner close to 
shore, we rounded to a few fadioms outside of her, and 
let go our anchor. Whirr I went the chain — ^ten ! twelve ! 
sxteen I till at last forty fathoms ran out, and only a 
fittle bit remained on board, and still we had no bottom. 
After attaching onr spare cable to the other one, the 
WKbor at last grounded. This, however, was a danger- 
ous ^tnation to rem^ in, as, if the wind blew sHong, we 
wcnild have to run out to sea, uid so much cable would 
teko a hmg time to get in ; so I ordered my two men, in 
a very pompous, deapotic way, to heave up the anclu»> 
again ; bat not a bit would it budge. We all heaved at , 
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the windlass, still the obstinate anchor held &st,-~ 

we gare another heaTe, and smashed both the hand- 

spikeSi 

In Uus dilemma, I begged asBiatanee from the neigh- 
bouring schooner, and they kindly sent all their men on 
board with new handspikes ; bnt our refractory anchor 
would not let go, and at last it was coDJectared that it 
bad got foul of a rock, and that it was not in the power 
(^ mortal man to move it. Under these pleasant cironm- 
stances, we went to bed, io hopes that the &Uing tide 
might swing us clear before morning. This turned out 
just as we expected—or, rather, a little better — ftH- next 
morning, when I went on deck, I found that we wer« 
drifting quietly down the Golf, stem foremost, all the sails 
snugly tied upi and the long cable dragging at the bows I 
Towards evening we arrived at Jeremie, and I gladly 
resigned command of the vessel to my first lieutenant. 

One afternoon, near the middle of April, I sat Banning 
myself in the verandah, before the door of the principal 
house at Isle Jeremie ; and watched the fields of ice, as 
ih&y floated down the Gulf of St Lawrence, occa^onally 
disappearing behind the body of a large pig, which stood 
upon a hillock close in &ont of me, and then reappearing 
agfun as the current swept them Btowly past the inter- 
rening obstacle. 

Mr C , with whom I had been leading a very qniet, 

harmless sort of life for a couple of weeks past, Jemt 
^unst a wooden post, gazing wistfully out to sea. Sud- 
denly he turned towards me, and with great gravity told 
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Me thEit as there was noUung particular for me to do at 
the eBtaUishment, he me&at to send me down to Seven 
IsliuidB, to relieve the gentleman at that post of his 
charge : adding, that as he wished me to set off the fol- 
lowing morning at an early hour, I had better pack up a 
few things to-night. 

Now, this order may not seem, at the first glance, a 
very dreadful one; hut taking into consideration that 
Seven Islands is one hundred and twenty miles below 
tiie post at which I then resided, it does ^pear as if one 
would wish to think abont it a little before startb^. Not 
having time to think about it, however, I merely, is a 
sort of bantering desperation, signified my readiness to 
undertake a voyage to any part of the undiscovered 
world, at any moment he (Mr C ) might think pro- 
per, and then vanished, to prepare myself for the voyage. 

It was optional with me whether I should w^k through 
one htmdred and twenty miles of primeval wid most 
impassable forest, or paddle over an equal number of 
miles of water. Preferring the latter, as being at mioe 
the less disagreesble and more expeditious method, I 
accordingly, on the following morning, embarked in a 
small Indian canoe, simitar to the one in which I had 
formerly travelled with two Indians, in the North-West. 
My companions were, a Canadian, who acted as steers- 
mso, — a genuine Fatlander, who ostensibly acted as 
bowsman, but in reality was more usefnl in the way of 
bidlast, — and a young Newfoundland dog, which i had 
got as a present from Mr B , while at Tadousac. 
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Wheo we were all ia our allotted plftoes, the cum 
waft quite full ; and we started from Isle Jeremie ia good 
B^rita, with the broad, sim-Jike face of Mike I^<^ 
I<)Oiimig over the bows of the oanoe, and the black moide 
of Hiimbng (tlie dog) resting on its gonwale. 

It is needless to describe tbe Toyi^ miaatel;. We 
had the uanal amotmt of bad and good weather, and ran 
the risk several times of upsetting ; we had also, sever^ 
breakfasts, dinners, sappers, and beds in the forest ; and 
on the afternoon <rf the third day we arriTed at Ooodbowt, 
an establishment nearly half-way between the post I had 
left, and the one to which I was boond. Here we Btaid 
all night, proposing to start again on the morrow. But 
the weather was so stormy am to prerent us for a ooiqde 
of days tmstdng onrselvee oat in a frail bark canoe. 

EWly on the third morning, however, I took my place 
as steersman in the stem of our craft (my fcvnier guide 
being obliged to leave me here), and my man Mike 
squeezed his unvriehily person into the bow. Inthe-midr 
die lay oar provieionB and baggage, over which the blaek 
musele of Humbug peered anxionsly out upon the ocean. 
In this trim we paddled from the beach, amid a show^ 
of advioe to keep close to shore, in case the big-/l^— 
alias, the whales — might t^e a &iicy to upset us. 

After a long paddle of five or lai hours we arrived at 
Pointe des Monta, where rough weather obliged oa to 
put ashore. Hete I maained. all night, and sl^t ia Utt 
light-house, — a cylindrical building of moderate hoght, 
which stands on a rock oS Pointe des Monts, and serres 
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to iram sailors off the numeroiu shoals with which this 
part of the Qulf is filled. In the morning we fortnnaitely 
found an Indian with his boat, who was just startmg for 
Seven Ishinds ; and after a little higgling, at which Mike 
proved himself quite an adept, he agreed to give us a 
lift for a few pounds of tobacco. Away, then, we went, 
with 



{donghing throngh the water in bea&tifiil style. 
- The interior of our boat presented a truly ludkroos, 
md rather filthy scene. The Indian, who was a fine- 
looking nian of about flirty, had brought his whole 
family — sons, danghters, brothers, ^ters, wife, and 
mother, — and a more heterogeneous mais of dirty, dark- 
Bkinned humanity, I never before had the ill-luck to 
travel with. The mother of the flock was the most 
eztraordinu^ brang that I ever beheld. She must have 
been very near a hundred jeaxs old, as black and 
wrinkled as a singed hide, yet active and playful as a 
kitten. She was a very bad sailor, however, and dived 
down into the bottom of the boat the moment a pnff of 
wind arose. Indians have a moet extraordinary knw^ 
of diminishing their bulk, whiclf is very convenient some- 
tames. Upon this occasion it was amusing to watch them 
settling gradoally down, upon the slightest appearance of 
wind, until you might almost believe they had sqaeeeed 
themselves quite through the bottom of the boat, and 
left only a few dirty blwikete to tdl die tale. Truly, 
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one rarely meets with sncli a compact nuas of human 
Wlast. If, howeTer, a ^ht lull occurred, or the bbii 
peeped out from behmd a cload, there was immediately 
a perceptible increase in the bulk of the mass, and gra- 
dually a few heads appeared, then a leg, and soon 8 few 
arms ; till at lost the whole batch were up, Uughiiig, 
talking, singing, eating, and chattering, in a mwt np- 
roarious state of confusion I 

After the usual amount of storms, calms, and contrary 
winds, we arrived in safety at the post of Seren Islauda, 

where I threw my worthy friend Mr A into a state 

of considerable surprise and i^tation, by infornuDg bim 
that in the individual befra^ him be beheld bis angost 
successor I 

The establishment of Seven Islands is any thing but 
an inviting place, although pretty enough on a fine day ; 
and the general i^earance of the surrounding scenery 
js lonely, wild, and desolate. The houses are built on a 
low sandy beach, at the bottom of the large bay of Sena 
IsUnds. The trees around are tlunly scattered and Tery 
small. In the backgroiuid, nigged bills streteb as far 
as the eye can see ; and in front, seven lofty islands, 
from which the bay and post derive their name, obstruct 
the view, affording only a partial glimpse of the open 
sea beyond. No human halntations exist within seventy 
miles of the place. Bang out of the line of siuhng, n« 
vessels ever vi«t it, except when driven to the bay tor 
shelter ; and the bay is so large, that many vessels eotae 
in and go out again without ever having been seen. 
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Ahog«iher, I found it a lonely and descdate place, during 
a residence of nearly four months. 

An extensive salmon fishery is carried on at a large 
rirer called tha Moisie, about eighteen miles below the 
post, where the Company sometimes catch and salt up- 
wards of eighty and ninety tierces of fish. 

During my sojourn there, I made one or two excur- 
sions to the fishery, a description of which may perhi^s 
prove interesting to those versed in the more practical 
branehes of ichthyology. 

It was a lovely morning in June when Mr A and 

I set out from Seven Idands on foot, with our coats (for 
the weather was warm) slung across our backs, and 
wtdked rapidly along the beach in the direction of the 
river Moisie. The weather was very cahu, and tbe mos- 
quitoes, couBequentiy, rather annoying ; but, as our pro- 
gresfflve motion disconcerted their operations a littie, we 
did not mind them much. The beach all the way was 
composed of fine hard sand, so that we found tbe walk 
T^y agreeable, A few loons dived about in the seat and 
we passed two or three flocks of black ducks, known in 
some parts of the country by the name of " old wives ; " 
but, having brought no gun with us, the old ladieswere 
permitted to proceed on their way unmolested. The land 
aH along presented the same uniform line of forest, with 
the yellow sand of the beach glittering at its edge ; and, 
as we cleared the iskndfl, the boundless ocean opened 
npoo our view. 

In about four hours or bo, we arrived at the mouth of 
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the ICoiw, There the firat fisberj ia esttUiibed. Hwe 
we found that our me& had «aii^t wad salted a good 
many sahnon, BUiie of irhkdi bad juat cone from tlte 
nets, and lay on the graac, phunp. and glitteriag, in Aim 
pristinfl frflshneBfi. They loc&ed very testpti^, and «e 
had one put in the kettle immediately, which, wheo w« 
set to woric at him a conide of hotira afterwardB, certMnly 
did not belie his looks. The sabaoD bad only oonuDenced 
to aaoead the river that day, and were being taken by 
fifties at a haul in the nets. The fiahery was attesdad 
by three men, who kept Beren or eight nets conatantly 
in the water, wbidi gave th«n enongh of employxaeit'— 
two of them attending to the nets, while the third b^, 
salted, and packed the fish in large vata. Here we spent 
the n%ht, and slept in a mall house about tea feet long 
by eight broad, built for the acecHBtnodatJou of Hie 
firiiermen, 

' Next morning we embarked in a boat belon^ng to a 
trappCT, and went iqi the rirer with a &ir wind, to -wt 
tita fisheries higher op. On the way we passed a seal- 
uet belonging to the owner of the boat, and at onr 
reqaest he visited it, and found seren or eight fine seal* 
in it : they were all dead, and full of water. Saal-p^ 
IBM made the same as 8ahnaa.4ietB, except that the maik 
is larger, the neal banng a yeettj good-»sed cranium of 
bis own. After a good deal of um^vellisg and pulHngt 
we got them all out of the net, aad prooeeded onward 
with our cargo. 
The scenery on Hae rirer Moisie is ^eanng ; the banks 



Dig,: .=^:i by Google 



HDBSON'S BAT. 313 

v« iBoda«t«Iy high, asd corsred to ills foot with the 
rk^wt sad moft Tui^atad TOrdnre; while here and 
there, vpoo Foim<Ung some of ibe corratarea of the 
lAreain, long Tistas of the river may be seen, embedded 
a hucuriant foliage. Thirteen or fourteen miles op the 
rivflr tB ^ Fk^ Oeek fishery, at iriiidi we arrived Iste 
in the aft«moon, and found that the nuu superintending 
it had taken a good toaaj fish, and expected more. He 
visited his nets while we wwe there, bat returned widi 
only a few Bahutm. Some vt them were badly cut up 
by liie seals, which are the moat formidable enemies of 
6Aermea, as they eat and destroy many eahnon, besides 
breaking the nets. We wma detained here by rain (dl 
night, and slept in the small fiBbing-bonse. 

Travelling makes people acquiunted with strange beds 
as well as strange bed-felkiWB ; but I question if many 
people can boast of having slept on a bed of wtt. This 
w« were obliged to do here, having brought no blankets 
with Bs, as we expected to have returned to the Fmst 
fishery in the oreiuBg. The bedstead was a long km 
platf<arm, in one end of tbe little cabin, and was big 
«lOl^;h to let four people ale^ in it — ^two of us lymg 
■k'east at one md, and two more at the other end, feet 
to feet A Urge salmon-net ibrmed a pretty good mat- 
trass ; another, qjread out on top of us, served as a 
blanket ; and a couple of trout-nets were excellent as 
pillows. From this pUeatorial conch we arose early on 
the following morning, and breakfasted on a splendid 
feosfa salmon ; after whidt we resumed e«r journey. lo 
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a codple of hours we arrived at tbe Bafod fishery, vhora 
I found that mj old fideud Mike, the IriE^mao, had 
caught a great number of salmoD. He was very bHter, 
however, in his remarks upon the seals, which it seems 
had made great havoc among his nets dnnng the hst 
two days. A black bear, too, was in the halHt bf 
-visiting his station every momiiig ; and, sitting on a 
rock not far off, watched hia motions with great appa* 
rent interest while he took the fish out of the nets. 
&Cke, poor nuu, regretted, very much that he had no 
gun, as he might perhaps shoot " the baste." Bears 
are very destrnctive at times to the salted sahnon, 
paying viedte during tho mght to the vata, and carrying 
off and tearing to {neces far more than they are oapible 
of devouring. 

While iuBpectiiig the nets here, we witoewed an inte- 
resting seal-hunt Two Indians, in separate canoes, were 
floating quieUy in a small eddy, with th^ guns cocked) 
ready to fire at the first unfortunate seal that should 
show his head on the sorfEice of the stream. They had 
not waited long when one popped up his head, sod 
instantly got a shot, which evidentiy hurt bim, as he 
flashed a little, and then dived. In a minute Hie 
Indian reloaded his gun, and paddled oat into iba 
stream, in order to have another shot the moment tiaa 
seal rose for air ; this he did in a short time, when 
another shot was fired, which turned him over fiff^^ 
rently lifeless. The Indian then hud down his gun, and 
seizing his paddle, made towards the spot where Uw 
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seal lay. He lud scarcdy approached a few yards, 
however, when it recovered a little, and dived, mnch to 
Hie Indian's ohagiin, who bad approached too near the 
bead of a Email rapid, and went down, stem foremoat, 
jost at the moment his friend the seal did the same. 
On arriving at the bottom, the animal, after one or two 
ki<iks, expired, and the Indian at last secured his prize, 
Aiter this, we embarked again in our boat ; and the 
wind for once determined to be accommodating, as it 
riiifted in onr favour, almost at the same time that we 
tamed to retrace onr way. In a few honra w© arrived 
at the fishery near the mouth of the river, where we 
fonnd supper just ready. 

After supper, which we had abont eight o'clock, the 
night looked so fine, and the mosquitoes in Uie little 
Bmoky house were so tronblesome, that we determined 
to walk up to tiie post ; so, ordering one of the men to 
follow ns, away we went along the beach. The night 
was fine, though dark, and we trudged rapidly along. 
It was very tiresome work, however, as, the tide being 
full, we were obliged to walk upon the b<^ sand. Every 
thing along the beach looked huge and mystical in tiie 
uneertMn light ; and tbig, a«oompanied with the solemn 
boom of the waves, as they fell at long intervals upon 
die shore, mode the scene quite romantic. After five 
boon' sharp walking, with pocket handkerchiefs tied 
ronnd onr heads to guard us from the attacks of mos- 
quitoes, we arrived at Seven Idanda between one and 
two in the morning. 
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Not long after thia, a boat an-iTed irifh orders tor mj 

eompanioD Mr A to pack op his worldlj goodi, 

and set sail for Tadonsac. The same day he com- 
jJetely gutted my dwelling-hoiiBe ; and, after padking 
up nearly every moveable it contained, bade me adieu 
and set sail. In a few minntee the boat yanished liehiiid 
s point of land, and I tamed to look at my now deserted 
home. 

The sitnation in which I foond myself was a Dovd, 
and, to say tmth, not a very agreeable one. A short 
way off stood a man watching contemplatively the pcHot 
round which the boat had just disi^ipeared ; and tUb 
man was my only companion in the world ! — ^my Friday^ 
in fact. Not anoUier hnman being hved within sixty 
mile« of onr solitary habitation, with the exception of 
the four men at Hie distant fishery. In front of ns, tiie 
mi^ty Golf of St lAwrence stretched out to the ho7i> 
EOB, its swelling bosom unbroken save by the dipping of 
a sea-gull or the fin of a whale. Behind, lay the d«nM 
forest, stretching back, without a break in its primeval 
wildness, across the whole continent of America to tb* 
Pacific Ocean ; while above and below lay the rugged 
mountaiiw that form Ihe shores of the Gulf. As I walked 
up to the house, and wandered like a ghost through its 
empty rooms, I felt inexpresably melancholy, and began 
to have unplea«ant antieipations of spending tbe winter 
on this lonely spot 

Just as this thought occurred to me, my d<^ Humbug 
bounded into the room, and, looking with a conucal 
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expres^n up in my faoe for a moment, went booudiiig 
off Bgiun. This incident indnoed me to take a more 
pfailt»ophical view of aMten. I began to gaze round 
upon m; donuun, and wbispw to myself that I was 
" monarch of all I Burveyed," All the mighty trees 
in tlie wood were mine— if I chose to cnt them down ; 
all the fish in the eea were mioe — if I could only catch 
them ; and the palaoe of Seven Elands was also mine> 
The regal feeling inspired by the considerfttion of these 
things indoced me to call in a very kingly tone of ydix 
for my man (he was a French Canadian), who politely 
asBwered, " Oui, MoDsifHtr." " Dinner I " sfud I, filing 
back in my throne, and. oontemjdating, through the 
palace window, oar vast dcwaiuionB 1 

On the following day a small party <£ Indians arriTed, 
and the bnstie of trading their furs, and asking questioDe 
shrait thdr e^)eotation8 c^ & good winter hunt, tended 
to diifterse those onpleasant feelings (tf lonelinefls that at 
first assailed me. 

One of these poor Indians had died while traTelling, 
juid luB relatiTes brought the body to be interred in our 
little bm'ying'ground. The poor creatures came in a 
very mekudioly mood to aek me for a few planks to 
make a ooffin for him. They soon canstruoted a rough 
wooden box, in whioh the corpse was placed and then 
iNuied. Ko ceremony attended the interment of thb 
poor savage ; no prayer was uttered over the grave ; 
«nd the only mark that the wrvivorfi left upon the place 
waa a small wooden wosa, which those Indians who hare 
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been visited by Roman Catholic priests are in the habit 
of erecting oyer their departed relatiTea. 

The ahnoat total abeence of religion at any kind amraig 
these unhappy natives, is truly meUncholy. The very 
name of our blessed Saviour is almost unknown by the 
hondreds of Indians who inhabit the vast forests of 
North America. It is strange that, while so many mis> 
siouarics have been sent to the southern parts of tbe 
earth, so few should hare been sent to tbe northward. 
There are not, I believe, more than a doEen or so of 
Protestant clergymen over the whole wide northern ctm- 
tinent ; and, ahts I many even of that small number ai« 
slothful, ineffi<nent men, and one or two are absolutely 
unworthy of their high and respon^ble situation. 

For at least a century these North American Indians 
have hunted for the white men, and poured annually 
into Britiun a copious stream of wealth. Surely it is 
the duty of Chruiicm Britain, in return, to send oat 
faithful servants of God to preach the gospel of our Lord 
throughout their knd. 

The Indians, after spending a couple of days at the 
establishment — during which time they sold me a great 
many furs — set out again to return to their distant wig- 
wams. It is strange to contemplate tlie predmon and 
certainty witli which these men travel towards any part 
of the vast wilderness, even where th^ route lies across 
numerous intricate and serpentine rivers. But Hie 
strangest iiiing of all is, the savage's certunty of find- 
ing his way in winter through tbe trackless forest, to 



=^:i by Google 



Hin>S0N'9 BA.T. 319 

ft place where, perhi^, he never was bdbre, aad has 
only had a slight deacripUoo of. The; have no com- 
passes, but the means b; which they discover the car- 
dinal pmnts is cu^ons. If an Indian happens to become 
confused with r^ard to this, he lays down his burden, 
and, taking his axe, euts through ihe bark of a tree, 
from the thickness or thimiess of wbidi he can tell the 
north prant at once, the bark being thicker on that dde. 
For a couple of weeks after this, I remained at the 
post with my solitary man, endeavouring by all tiie 
meims in my power to dispel ennui ; but it was a hard 
task. Sometimes I should«%d my gun and ranged 
about the forest in search of game, and occaaonally took 
a swim in the sea. I was ignorant at the time, how- 
ever, that there were sharks in the Qulf of St Lawrence, 
else I should have been more cautious. The Indians 
afterwards told me that they were often seen, and seve- 
ral gentlemen who had lived long on the coast corrobo- 
rated their testimony. Several times Indians have left 
the shores of the Gulf in their canoes, to go hunting, 
and have never been heard of again, although the wea- 
ther at the time was calm; so that it was generally 
believed that sharks had upset the canoes and devoured 
the men. An occorrenee that afterwards happened to 
an Indian renders this supposition highly probable. 
This man had been travelling along the shores of the 
Golf with his family, a wife and several children, in a 
small canoe. Towards evening, as he was crossing a 
iarge bay, a shark rose near his caooe, and, after reoon- 
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Boitring a short time, swam towardB it, and uutearoiired 
to npaet it. The ^e of the canoe, hoirerer, mtdsred 
this impossible ; so the ferocious monster actually bc^an 
to break it to pieoes, by rushing forcibly a^inat it 
The Indian fired at the shiu-k when he ftrst sbyt H, bot 
without effect ; and, not having tline to reload, he seized 
hja paddle and made for the shore. The canoe, how- 
ever, from the repeated attacks of the fiah, sooi^ became 
leaky, and it was evident that in a few minut«B more 
the whole party would be at the mercy of the infuriated 
monster. In ihis extremity the Indian took up hia 
youngest child, an infant of a few montiis old, and 
dropped it overboard ; and while the ahaitk was devonr- 
ing it, the rest of the party guned the shore. 

I aat one morning ruminating on the plsasures of aoli- 
tnde in the pcUaee of Seven IsUnds, and gazed throngh 
the window at my solitary man, who was just leaving an 
old boat he had been repiunng, for the purpose of pro- 
paring dinner. The wide ocean, which rolled its wavM 
almost to the door of the house, was calm and unrufBed, 
and the yellow beach shone again in the bud's rays, 
while Humbug lay stretched out at fiill length before 
the door. After contemplating ihie scene for some time, 
I rose, and was jost turning away fnaa the window, 
when I descried a man, accompanied by a boy, walking 
along the sea-ebore towards the house. This unusual 
sight created in me almost as strong, though not so nn- 
'pT^asant a sensation as was awakened in the boaom of 
BrObineon Croaoe when he diacorered the foot-jonnt m. 
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the sand. Hastily putting on my cap, I ran out to 
meet him, and found, to my joy, that he was a trapper 
of my acquaintance ; and, what added immensely to the 
novelty of the thing, he was also a white man and a 
gentleman ! Jle had entered one of the for companies 
on the coast at an early e^e, and, a few years after- 
wards, fell in love with an Indian girl, whom he mar- 
ried ; and, ultimately, he became a trapper. He was a 
fine good-natured man, and had been well educated; 
and to hear philosophical discotu-se proceeding from the 
lips of one who was, in outward appearance, a regular 
Indian, was very strange indeed. He was dressed in 
the usual capote, leggins^ and moccasins of a hunter. 

" What have you got for dinner!" was his first ques- 
tion, after shaking hands with me. 

" Pork and pancakes," said I. 

" Oh," S£ud the trapper, " the first salt, and the latter 
made of flour and water?" 

" Just so ; and, with the exception of some bread, and 
a few ground pease in lieu of cofi'ee, this has been my diet 
for three weeks back." 

" Ton might have done better," said the trapper, 
pointing towards a blue line in the sea ; " look, there 
are fish enough, if you only took the trouble to catch 
Item." 

As he s^d this, I advanced to the edge of the water, 
and there to my astonishment discovered, that what I 
had taken for sea-weed, was a shoal of kipphng, so dense 
that they seemed scarcely able to move. 
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Upon beholding this, I recollected hanng Been a couple 
of old hand-neta in scone of ihe stores, whit^ we inune- 
diittelj sent Hie trt^per's son (a youth of twelve) to fetch. 
In a few minuteB he returned with them ; so, tucking up 
our trousers, we both went into the water and scooped 
the fish out by dozens. It required great qniokness, 
howerer, as titej shot into deep water like lightning, and 
■ometjmes made ns run in so deep, that we wet oorsdves 
connderably. Indeed, the sport became so oxtnting wA 
last, that we gave over attempting to keep our olothos 
dry ; and in an hour we returned home, laden with kip- 
pling, and wet to the skin. 

The fish, which measured from four to five inches long, 
were really excellent, and lent an additional relish to the 
pork, pancakes, and peow coffee I 

I prevailed upon the trapper to remain with me daring 
the following week ; and a very pleasant time we had 
of H, paddling about in a canoe, or walking through the 
woods, while my companion told me numerous aDecd<rteB, 
with which his memory was stored. Some of these were 
grave, and some comical; especially one, in which he 
described a bear-hunt that he and his son bad on the 
coasts of Labrador. 

He had been out on a shooting expedition, and was 
retoming home in his canoe, when, on taming a head- 
land, he discovered a black bear walking Ifflsorely akmg 
the beach. If ow, the place where he discovered him was 
a very wild, rugged spot. At the bottom of Hob bay 
rose a high precipice, so t^t brmu cookl not eso^ that 



Dig,: .=^:i by Google 



uhdeon's bay. 323 

way ; along the beach, in the direction in which he had 
bean walking, a cape, whii^ the rifflog tide now washed, 
prerented hia retreating ; bo that the only chance for 
the brute to escape was, by running past the trapper, 
within a few yards of him. In Hub dilenuna the 1>ear 
bethought himself of trying the precdpice ; bo, colleodng 
himself, he made a bolt for it, and aotui^y managed to 
scramble ap thirty or forty feet, when bang went &i« 
boy'B gnn ; but the shot missed, and it appeared aa if 
the beast would actually get away, irtien the trapper 
took a delU)erate lum and fired. The effect of the shot 
was BO comical, that the two hunters could acu-cely re- 
load tiieir gnus for laughing. Bruin, upon receiving tJie 
shot, covered his head with his fore-paws, and, curling 
himself up like a ball, came thundering down the 
pre<spice head over heels, rai«ng clonds of duet, and 
hurling showers of stones down in his descent, till he 
actually rolled at the trapper's feet ; and then, getting 
dowly up, he looked at him with such a bewildered 
exiH-ession, that the man conld scarcely refrain from 
laughter, even while in the act of blowing the beast's 
brains out. 

This man had also a narrow escape of having a boaang 
match with a mooee^leer or elk. The moose has a strange 
method of fighting vrith its fore-feet ; getting np on ita 
hind-legs tud boxing, as it were, with great energy and 
deadly force. The trapper, upon the occasion referred 
to, was traveling with an Indian, who, having discovwed 
the track of a moose in the snow, set off in chase of it, 
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while the trapper pursued hie -wxy with tbe ladian's pM^ 
of furs and provisions oa his shoulders. He had not 
gone far when he heard a shot, and the next moment a 
moo8&-deer, as large as a horse, sprang through the 
buslies and stood in front of him. The animal came so 
suddenly on the trapper, that it could not turn ; bo, riiaag 
up with a saT^e look, it prepared to slsike him, when 
another shot was fired from among the bushes by the 
Indian, and the moose, springing nearly its own height 
into the air, fell dead upon the snow. 

About a week after his arriral, the tn^per departed, 
and left me agiun in solitude. 

The laet voyage.-~--1\ieit0 is something very sad and 
melancholy ui tiwse words — the last. The last look; 
the last word ; the last smile ; eren the laet shilling, have 
all a peculiarly melancholy import ; — but the lastvo^c^e, 
to one who has lived, ee it were, on trarelling ; who hae 
slept for weeks and months under the shadow of the 
forest trees, and dwelt among the wild romaatio scenes 
of the wilderness, has a peculiar and thrilling tnterest. 
Each tree I passed on leaving, shook its boughs monm- 
fully, as if it felt hurt at being thus forsaken. The very 
rocks seemed to frown reproachfully, while I stood up 
and gazed wistfully after each well-known object for Urn 
last time. Even the wind seemed to sympattuse with 
the rest ; for, while it urged the boat swiftly away from 
my late home, like a faithful friend holding steadfastly 
on its favouring course, etJll it fell occasionally, and rose 
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E^aiQ in gusts and ughs, as if it wished to woo me back 
ogMJi to solitude. I started on this, the last voyage, 
shortly after the departure of my friend the trapper, 
leaving the palaoe in charge of an anfortunate gentleiDan 
who brought a wife and five children with him, which 
rendered Seren iBlands a litUe less gloomy than hereto- 
fore. Five men aiocompanied me in an open boat ; and 
on the morning of the 2dth August we took our depar- 
ture for TadoQsao : — and, truly, nature appeared to be 
aware that it was my last voyage ; for die gave us the 
most unkind and harassing treatment that I ever expe- 
rienced at her hands. 

The first few miles were accomplished pleasantly 
enough. We had a £ur breeze, and not too much of it ; 
hat, towards the afterooon, it shifted, fmd blew dh-ectly 
agunat us, so that the men were obhged to take to the 
oars — -and, as the boat was large, it required them all to 
pull, so I was obhged to become steersman. 

The men were all French Canadians ; a merry, care- 
less, but persevering set of fellows, just cut out for the 
wtH-k they had to do ; and, moreover, accustomed to it. 
The boat was a chunsy a^r, with two sprit-sfuls, and a 
jigger or mizsen ; but, notwithstanding, she looked pretty 
well at a distance, and, though incapable of progressing 
very &at through the water, she could stand a pretty 
heavy sea. We were badly off, however, with regard to 
canip gear, having neither tent nor oiled-cloth to protect 
US, should it rain. Indeed, all we had to guard ua from 
the melemency of the weather at night waa one blanket 
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each num ; but as the weather had been fine and settled 
for some lime back, we hoped to get along pretty w^. ' 

As for provbionB, we had pork and flonr, beaidea a 
email quantity of burnt-pease coffee, which I treasured op 
aa a great dehcacy. 

Our first encampment was a good one. The night, 
though dark, was fine and calm, so that we slept veiry 
comfortably upon the beach ; every man with his feet 
towards the fire, from which we all radiated like die 
epokes of a wheel. But our next bivouac was oot bo 
good. The day had been rery boisterouB and wet, so 
that we lay down to rest in damp clothes, with the ple^ 
sant reflection that we had scarcely advanced ten miles. 
The miseries of our fifth day, however, were so nume* 
rouB and complicated, that it at last became abanrd I Hi 
was a drizzly damp monung to begin with. Socai tiiis 
gave way to a gale of contrary wind, so that we could 
scarcely proceed at the rate of half a mile an hour; and 
in the evening we were under the necestdty either a( 
running bofck five miles to reach a harbour, or of anchor- 
ing off an exposed lee-shore. Frefening the latter 
coarse, even at the risk of losing our boat dtc^Uier, 
we cast anchor, and, leaving a man in the boat, waded 
ashore. Here things looked very wretched indeed. 
Every thing was wet, and clammy. Very little firewood 
was to be found, and when it was found, we had tita 
greatest difficulty in getting it to light. At last, how- 
ever, the fire blazed up : and though it still runed, w« 
began to feel, comparatively speaking, comfortable. 
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Now, it mOBt have been about midnight when I avoke, 
wheefliiiig and Bni£Bing with a bad cold, and feeling un- 
ooomionly wretched, — ^the fire having gone oat, and the 
driazly nun having increased ; and while I was endea- 
vouring to cover myself a little better with a wet blanket, 
the man who had been left to watch the boat rushed in 
among us, and sfud that it had been driven ashore, and 
would infiillibly go to pieces if not ^oved out to sea im- 
mediately. Up we all got, and, ruBhing down to the 
beaoh, were speedily groping about in the dark, up to 
our waists in water, while the roaring breakers heaved 
the boat viol«itly against our breasts. After at least an 
boor of this work, we got it afloat t^iun, and returned 
to omr beds, where we lay shivering in wet clothes till 
morning. 

We had several other nights nearly as bad as this one, 
and once or twice narrowly escaped being smashed to 
inecee among rocks and shoals, while travelling in foggy 
weather. 

Even the last day of the voyage had something un- 
pleasant in store for us. As we neaxed the mouth of the 
river Saguenay, the tide began to recede ; and ere long 
the current became so strong, that we could not make 
head-way f^ainst it ; we had no altematlve, therefore, 
but to try to run ashore, there to rem^ until the tide 
should rise again. Now it so happened that a sand-bank 
caught our keel just as we turned broadside to the cur- 
rent, and the water, rushing against the boat with the 
force of a mill-raco, turned it up on one side, till it stood 



=^:i by Google 



328 HBDSOH'e BAT. 

quiTering, as if undecided whether of not to roll over on 
top of us. A simultaneous rush of ihe men to the ete- 
Tated side decided the question, abd caused it to bU 
squash down on its keel agiun, where it lay for the next 
four or five hours, being left quite dry by the tide. As 
this happened within a few miles of our journey's epd> I 
left the men to take care of the boat, and walked along 
the beach to Tadousac. 

Here I remained some time, and then trarelled throagh 
the beautiful lakes of Canada, and the United States, to 
Kew York. But here I must pause. As I said before, I 
write not of civilised, but of aavage life ; and, having now 
o'ershot the boundary, it is time to close. 

On the 25th of May 1847, 1 bade adieu to the Western 
hemisphere, and s^ed for England in the good ship New 
York. 

The air was light and warm, and the sun unclouded, as 
we floated slowly out to sea, and ere long the vessd 
bathed her swelling bows in the broad Atlantic. 

Gradually, as if loath to part, the wood-clad shores of 
America grew faint and dim ; and, as I turned my eyes, 
for the last time, upon the distant shore, the blue hills 
quivered for a moment on the horizon, as if to hid us all 
a long farewell, and then sank into the liquid bosom of 
the ocean. 
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